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• . The absence of more serioas occapaUoos ^uriD(» 
bis residence of a few monihi at Jlvranehes, and 
his desire to employ lus leisure in some pursuit 
of an active an4 uortpially unprofitable ctiarac* 
ter, have indaced bim to search the records of 
a place , which may be truly termed one of the 
wonders of nature and art. 

He has minutely scrutinized those records, and 
— without appropriating to himself more than has 
originated in his own mind during his investiga- 
tion , — has scrupulously referred either directly 
in the text, or indirectly through the notes, to 
the various authorities whence he has deduced the 
details , ^hich he has endeavoured to present in 
a regular and connected form , disentangled from 
the tediousness of narration in which the original 
authors have indulged. 

Some notion of the historical importance of the 
abbey of Mont Saint-Michel may be obtained , 
from the fact that there are more than a thou- 
sand charters relating to it, which have not yet 
been accurately examined. 

What a field for investigation is here open to 
tiie zealous archeologist ) 

The most valuable works — not manuscripts — 
respeotiog Ment Saint-Michel ane ? 

i« That of M. Bl&ndel, •— the pioneer to all 
succeeding ones; 

tl** The €fxeellent History of Maximilien Raoul/ 
which has been the compilers princtpai- guide , 
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and from ^rbicb M. Boudent - Godeliniere bas 
most freely drawn; / 

30 A Woric publbbed by M. Pabb4 Manei; 

4* The History of Mont Saint - Michel ^ by 
M. Pabbi Desroches , in 2 vol. in- 8* , who^ 
accuracy of quotation from various MSS. in the 
library at Avranches ^ is extreme. 

With few and obvious exceptions , the historical 
sketch , presented in the following pages , has 
been chronologically arranged , and the descrip- 
tion of every thing within the walls of the abbey 
has been ascertained by the author^s personal ob- 
servation , excepting some of the remarks on the 
caves, which have been given on the authority 
of Maximilien Raoul , who was familiarly ac- 
quainted with them. 

In an appendix will be found ap accurate 
transcript of the catalogue of the MSS. in the 
library at Atranches , — a document which the 
author considers of no little importance to the 
antiquarian. 

It remains only for him to add that, in re- 
ferring to the MSS. in that library, he has 
designated them only by their general numerical 
arrangement ^ because , though the names of the 
writers are in some instances prefixed or endorsed, 
their omission is more frequent. 

The author • — in conclusion — feels it a duly 
to offer bis best thanks to M. Jlex. Motet, the 
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librarian at Avranches , whose urbanity of manner 
and untiring assiduity in searching for MSS. , 
and , when necessary , decypbering their contents 
for him , are so deserviD^ of this acknowledg- 



ment. 
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N aU the works pulHUbed xesh- 
pecting Mont Saint^Michei, fable 
is so mingled with history ,.aud 
falsehood with truth , that it is 
exceedingly difficult to disentangle facts 
from the perplexities in which they are 
involved. 

The old manuscripts , ancient history » 
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ilie cfaroDicks, Neustria Pia^ GalUa ChrU^ 
iittnm ^ and eten modern hUlcMrians who 
Ihave explored and read all the ancient 
eharters , give us no certain information 
about this celebrated Mount , in the time 
of the Druids previously to that of Julius 
Cesar ; they leave us equally in the dark , 
regarding it , under the Roman power , 
even so late as the reign of Augustus. 

Of popular rufldours, probabilities ^ mar- 
vellous traditions, and conjectures, there is 
no deficiency , but there is not a single fact 
relating to Saint-Michel ^ among the occur- 
rences of those ancient times on which 
historians agree. 

Some of them assert that before the oc* 
cupation of Gaul by the . Romans , the 
Druids worshipped the great object of Phae- 
nician adoration — the Sun — under the 
name of Belenus , on this Mount * , which 
thay 'faalf^ dosigsebated by the name of 
TMPb^leni^; thk deity vm the Baal of 
Bciiptwe > the Dekis of the Assyrians , 



^ 'Nevernieless llie Druids celebrated tTheir myste- 
^iMi in 410 ^^de of fbr^ts. 

^ From Tumba-BelcDl — tomb or elevation eonse 



V tf 



<W v. r 




il> 



3 

tti^d the BeliMi pr Myriha <^f the Gank. 
' Th^ ^ajvie authors concliide that Twnbu 
9$kni has beeo corrupted i&to Tofnbeteim 
or TqniMhne s a nama by which , iu the 
j^re^ent day , ano^er (uwuhabited) rock , 
stoned a^ut half a league to the north 
pi MiM i&sikUr'MifJ^i ^ is knovriK 

Other wjr{|ers to explaia the origjiu of 
ph^ pame , relafijB the following seutUoei^tal 
^4|e : A , y wog girl ^ mv^d Qdea , th^ 
i^eoe of Qo^l , ^iog of Liiltl^ Brittapy , was 
forcibly taken from hear parents by a Spar 
fiiard , apd conTfsyed .t^o this rock , where 
she underwent the ei^treoiUy of outrage ; 
she died fiOpn afjterwards Qf grief , and was 
ip^rred ip it by ^r imrfe ; hence f;he 
i(^igia of the name TpmJbeUm: Tm^baHflen^. 

JMor has the marvdlous been wanitic^ : 
Le ^aud in hU HUjtmr^ de BrHiliff^e * has 
the following versiop. 

When Arthur was encan^ped ^t SUfrfleur^ 
intelligence reached him that, a Spanish 
giant, of proM^igious size, had stolen fielep^ 
th^ niece of king Hoel, his nephew 9 9nd 
taken, ber to the Ij^oni de Tomhe , where 
the church 4edilcated to Saint Michel is now 

* Page .60. 
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situated » and ^h«re , from fear of this 
horrible monste^r , she died , and that her 
Durse had buried her on another neigh* 
bouring Mount. Arthur fought with this 
giant y and killed him. . . . Hoel , greatly afflicted 
at the loss of his niece , erected a tomb 
and chapel on the Mount where she was 
interred : hence the origin of the name. 
' Others have a different version ; — that a s 
young girl named Helen , died of grief on 
fihis rock , because she could not follow 
her lover Montgommery , who went with 
"William , duke of Normandy, to effect the 
conquest of England. 

It is matter for regret that nothing very 
decided or authentic appears on this point, 
for with the name of Montgommery is 
connected much interesting matter. This 
Helen however seems to have been as cele- 
brated in the vicinity of Saint^Michel as the 
heroine of Homer was at Troy. It is unfortu- 
nate however for her fame , that she had 
no such poet to immortalize her. 

In innumei^ble instances , even to our 

days, the names of places are significant 

memorials by which a whole history is 

sometimes conveyed in a single word ; but 

here we have such confusion of records, 
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such improbabilities that any temple or 
building had been placed upon the summit 
of Mont Saint^Michel previously to the time 
of Saint-'Aubertj that we have no more real 
ground for deducing the name of Tambeline 
from the above source than from the name 
of the Trojan H^len , — an inference which 
the fanciful etymologist might draw from the 
circumstance ( as mentioned by Deiroches * } , 
that some of the inhabitants oi Avranchin 
|oiiied those Gaulish battalions which went 
to defend Troy, B. C. 1270, but who only 
arrived in time to witness the victory of 
Ulysses and Pytrhus , and the destruction of 
Ilium. As they could do nothing to save 
the city , thfey received some of the unfor-* 
tunate Trojans in their ranks , and con-- 
ducted them to the country of Armorica 
and other Gaulish provinces ^ 

From the situation of Avranchin^ which 
was in the centre of Armorica , and near 



^ Vol. 1 , page 5. 

2 See the GauU Poetique de Jf. Marehangy, yol. 1 , 
p. ^. — At Paris. — Also Monifaucon's explanation 
of a medal which represeqted the siege of Troy, 
— in his Antiquit6 expliquee et representee en 
figures. 
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the sea , is it not possible that there may 
have been a commingling of tn^ah blood 
with that of the inhdlntants > If we betkrre ti- 
magenes , a gfSsek historian of Alexandria , 
B. C. 54, a few Trbjans fled from the Greeks 
after the Peking of their dly and s^ttted 
m Gaul ; and according to the relation of 
the Druids part of the people were bom 
in the country and part came from foreign 
lands *. 

Of the Tarious and coi^flkHng conjectures 
which we have read^ we at^ inc^ned to 
adopt that which isnpposes this taaoilnl to 
have been (under the Gaub) a retreat lor 
the performance of the mysteries of Drui- 
dism ; but whether it was so* used to the 
time of Julius Cesar or not , we will not 
presume to decide. 

In making this assertion we must suppose 
that the Druids had their locality at the 
foot of the rock and not on the summit , 
for a position of such publicity would have 
been ill accomodated to the performance of 
their rites, which they exercised in myste- 
rious obscurity , and therefore in the seclu- 
sions of woods and forests , where they 



* Sec, M. Kecmil de dom Bmiqnet, vol. 1 , preface. 
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pfainged the &tal knife into Ihe throat of 
the ^apliBe csntmy^ and ofifered tip Uoody 
^aaci^fiaefl an thqv ru^ altars of ;8tan«.. 

Tha hiSloriaHfts ^ferred to in the inHe 
below ^ infonn ips that here was a fcdloge of 
Druidesses consistiag of nin^ ¥£rghi8 vAnfP 
predicted events and by their sofit: and* my s-* 
tioal lan^age ministereii consol^ttoo to the 
wmliched) £ind southed their anuelies. Aceor- 
ding to the aame autfaotitieo Ihey presented to 
the manner an umm and aone shells^. ai 
dhavafes ta still the tempest in its wfjfi « 
and a^Tert dB other dingeys aod calamiUe9 
on their ioontemplated Tc^tage. On the ^fe 
retam of an^ vessel , wluoh had been pro- 
tected by these pviestesses^, a sailor of.Ufs 
cre^ Was sent to them with presents; they 
bowQd upon his shouMers in return a scarf 
emameiited with shells. 



* E$itd Mr PeHi, par Sain^Fake, t. t, in-iS; see 
atoo Hill, uniscnetf^ peat une $oiDi6te , i. xn ; 
M* Bauelf p« 29; JDmc, Hist de Brelagm: ^r^isw; 
BUmdel ; Manei ; G(mbe , Hist, de Normdndie ; Ik$roche» ; 
Hist, dii Mora Saint-mchet. 

" On salt dTeMevm^ que loas ks peu}^ €a NemL 
avf ie^t ^ fnwam wi ^er^aisnt ie safiordooe , et 
d'auires qui,, ii^lon leiirs cr<^yancea» ^taieut pro- 
phetesses, ou f6es , faiidica, ** Jllez^ai , Hist, de 
France, t. !«, iii-f«, page 21. 
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It 19 a corioas coincideDoe that shdb 
are sold there to this day for the use of 
pU§^im»9 VihOf in accepting them aa sacred ^ 
auppose they are offering some mysterious 
homage to the Archangel , ignorant that the 
same fomtdity had been practised in the 
days of paganism. 

' It was by the sombre light of the moon 
that the Druidesses assembled , and gave 
those oracular intimations which determined 
peace or war , and which they no doubt 
detivered with the ingenious ambiguity of 
expression which secured their credit for 
prophetic wisdom under every contingency. 
The inhabitants of Gaul placed the most 
implicit confidence in their imagined mira- 
cles ; when they spoke , they were deemed 
to be inspired by the Gods^ and men who 
feared nothing but the wrath of heaven trem- 
bled before the priestess of Herta. 

Sacred forests were numerous in Avran- 
chin, and even in the present day there 
are several Druidical stones rei^ining which 
served as altars for the barbarous supersti- 
tions of Druidism ; but none such have ever 
been discovered on Mont Saint-Michel j as far 
as our researches have enabled us to judge. 

It is probable that the Romans , accor- 
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ding to some histomas, erected a temple 
and some other bnildiogs to Jupiter , upon 
H(mt SAint'-Michetj which in consequeooer 
they called lions Jovis ,' whence at a hXest 
period came Mont Jou : but how happens 
it that iio record of this temple or buit* 
ding remains and that no traces of it 
exist? The Roman builditigs were of such 
solidity that some of their ruins at least; 
would have remained to our days , or to 
the time of the chroniclers who wrote 
shortfy after the Roman occupation of GauK 
If any such temple or buildings had ever 
existed , it is strange that no one has 
referred to them as real , nor silluded even 
to their ruins \ 

Again, how is it possible to make this 
assertion of those historians respecting the 
existence of the pagan temple correspond 



* ''Which remain even unto this day *\ is thQ 
record of the si^cred historian, when relating the 
circumstances which occasioned the Cairn or accu- 
muhition of stones at GUgal. 

If a temi^e to Jupiter had a local habitation m 
Mont Saint-Michel , it would unquestionably have 
been referred to, directly in confirmation of the^ 
assertion regarding its existence, or indirectly from 
some other motive. 
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Hfi|h Ihe rdalioD of S^int Aubert , who , to 
form: a platfqrm: for the foaadaticMi of his 
•mall ckcitkr church , was obUged to lower 
the pointed top of the rock? Though we 
do not hdi»e , the whole of the mar* 
^^iUdus statement^ furnished by the MS. * 
oil the aubject, we collect sufficieiit from it, 
to convince us, that Saint jiubert was the 
first who erected a building on the top of 
Uani Saint^MichtL 

In the year 708 ' , liie pious Saint 
Aubert succeeded Jean m the see of 
Avranches : this excellent man , who distri* 
buted his patrimony amongst the poor, 
whilst he himself biecame rich in piety, was 
frequently in the habit of visiting Mont 
Tumba to devote himself entirely to prayer '. 
On one of thes^ occasions, when he was in a 
profound meditation ^ an archangel appeared 

* See the MS. no 22, of M(mt Saitd-Mkhel , depo- 
rted in the library at Avranehei. 

a Ibidem. 

* Secedebat illiic frequenter sancius Aubertas ^ 
episcopus Abrincensis , ut Deo preces funderet. i^hro- 
ni^B de Sigebert and Breviaire i^AvrancJMS,} 

At that time, says the abbe Deirockes, yol. l, p. 94^ 
Uiere were only two small oraiories at the fool of 
the mountain i^hich had been abandoned. 




it 

to him : — ^^ I am , said the archangd ^ 
Saint Michel ; this Mount is under my pro-» 
taction * ; it is the will of God that you 
should build a chapel here , and dedicate 
it to me ; the honour, which shall be render^ 
ed to me on this Mount, shall not be in«- 
ferior to that which is rendered to the an^ 
gdis on Mont Gargan^.'' The archangel then 
disappeared. Aft^r the vision bad been re^ 
peated three times and Saint Mich$l had 
struck the negligent priest a blow upoQ 
the forehead with his finger', the holy 
man determined to execute the will of 
Heaven , and immecfiately set about his 
work. 

After having laboured a long time with 
a considerable number of villagers , there 
still remained on the summit a vast rock 



* Neustria Pia , p. 872. 

^ Admonitus est angeliG^ revdatioiie nt jam 
dicti, sunoiitate led constmeret in lionoro Archan* 
geli 8Bdem ut cujus celebrabatur veneranda com- 
memoratio in Gargani monte » non minori tripudio 
cdebraretur ia pelago. (US. 'Oi M<M SainhMicM, 
no 80.) 

' MS. of Mcmi Samt^Vkkel, no 80. — NeuOria Mi> 

and abbe De$roches» 










which they did not know how to 
displace : this was effected thusl *. 

A very distinguished man ^ named Bain ^ 
who lived in the village of Huisnes, and 
was the father of twelve sons , had a dream ,' 
in which he heard, a voice say : — ^^ Go audi 
work with the others to erect the church 
of Saint'Michel^y Rejoiced at the call, he 
related his dream to his twelve tons , who 
hastened with him to fulfil the divine in- 
junction : he soon detached the vast rock 
from the summit of the mountain ' , which 
so altered its appearance , that the inha- 
bitants of the surrounding country scarcely 



* GoDgregatAque nisticorum maximd nmltitadine, 
locum purgavit atque in spatium complanavit in 
CQJus medio du® perminebapt^upes, qaas operan- 
tium multorom movere non poteraot manus nee a 
mo divellere statu. MS. no 80.— Also in MSS. no 34 
and 24, the same and nearly the same words. 

^ Apparuit cuidam homini, nomine BaynOyin villA 
quflb dicitur Itius , qui duodecim filiis ampliatus 
magnum inter sues tenebat dignitatis locum, visio. 
MS. fi« 80. 

Hie igitnr per visum monitus ut cum laboranli-> 
bos et ipse labori insisteret. MS. w> 80. 

' Mirum in modum tarn facile molem tantae ma- 
gnitudinis removit ut nullum pondus in ibi esse vi- 
deretur. MS. no 80. 
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knew it again. The histoiiau Maneus * says 
that he seized the rock , nothing doubting, 
and rolled it to the foot of the mountain. 
Neustria Pia states that he took the young- 
est of his children , and placed its foot 
against the enormous mass which was 
thus quickly detached and rolled down to 
the base of the mountain. We still see, 
adds the abb^ De$roche$ , something like 
the print of a child's foot upon this 
rock ^ 

Thug the pointed top of the rock was 
miraculously lowered to form a platform 
for the foundation of the small circu- 
lar church. If this account be true there 



*At euidem e nnmero (tanta est dignatio coeli) 
Angelus apparet, rapes mandatqae prehendens 
'Admoveaty pellatque loco, qui nO dabifandum 
Esse ratuSy factum aggreditur, rapesqueprehensans 
Sic prised de sede movet, ceu ponderis, illis 
Nil in tarn yastd et saxosa mole faisset. Naneus. 

^ Accers^re infantem adhuc in cunis vagientem ^ 
filium cujusdam accolas, nomine Bain, et tunc ad-^ 
moio infiintto pede y vest^ium , quod eliamni&m 
yisitur , prime impressum est rnpi , quae illic6 ste 
deque ruit. Neuitria Pia^ in-f^. 

n est vrai qu*on y voit encore aujourd'hui quel- 
que chose de semblable. De$roche$, HisUnre du Mont 
Saint-Michel. 
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never was a Roman builditig on the summit 
pf the Moant. 

From the selections we have made, the 
r^adfsr mlist percdve that little is known 
about Mani Saints-Michel in the time of the 
Dxnids and Romans , while in France ^ and 
history for many centuries after the com-^ 
piencctoent oT the christian era« has fmr* 
Mihed us with no more information res|>ec^ 

line; i^ 

Accordiog to tradition * , however , this 
roc^y devation was fornk^y situated in a vast 
forest p which spn^e assert to have be^i 
submerged by aucoessive irruptions oi the 
MS ,. aiwl iicMrding to.lhe account pneserved 
in MS. rC 24* by the force of a single tide% 
at the time of the spring or autumnal 
equinox. 

The anaent cuune of this Cgre^ was 

r 

* Oliia, ut pvtatur, eoatioenti conoexa.... /Ue nou.; 

. 3 Jmbs jUai (|«ii nutii \^^ futaro iiacftliater mim- 
Olio asocttque siA artitostgeli veneraUoDL 

Mwe?faoi toog^ distsM* paulaUm asturvciiS' oan 
ana allvfle etas nm^oitudiaem viriute saA comidii^ 
aavit et iaarenae sutt jformam cyanda redegit^etc. 
ir&Su »« 24. **^ iV<> 84 sa4 a« 80. r^Tbe IW/O test do 
not fix i^ ^och,**-As tbe fonn^r mitecv^iscopsoBjr 

of SoinX Aulm't^ ) 



^ttoibf/anG^e^ which. was afterwards chaog^d to 
Scyicy 4)t SisMy.j, but wheo or why we 

know IMlt. 

M.'deChdteaubriant' say $, ^^ we learn frdm 
a deBcri|Uion of the fius of the mooast^ , 
fay a poetical monk of Mont Sain^Mkkgi 
VkM^ below* Avranckes towards Brittany » 
ytfm the forest ^{^mked&nde^ with, abisnt* 
dance of stags , but where there is ' at pre^ 
sent noHiiog but fish." And he mentions 
'^ the existence 9 in his day^ of a monument 
in the forest/' Tl^ pbet^ adds Chdteimbriani ^ 
fdaces the irrnptloa of the sea in the rdgn 
^ChiUeberi lu, that is in the 8*^ century ^ 

Froiii Ihe sf^ toI. of Essait kistoriques $ur 
ids Bardtr^ by M. V^hi de La Rue , we 
learn that this poet , whom M. de Chd-r 
teaubriant has not named , was Guiltaume 
de Saint'Pair^ a monk of the abbey who 
wrote a worit in the i a* century , during 
the abbacy of Robert de Thorigny. He wrote in 
French verse the history of the foundation of 
this abbey , with that of its abbots , and 
the miraoles^ with which it was favoured. 

^ tiiai sur la Litterature Anglak^, vol. 1, p. <80, 

3 HUtoire d» VeglHiB GailiMne, 'voh 2.^Bi$toire ie 
Bretagne, by LMfHeOM, v^i. 
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' ThU poem,, says M. de La Rue , is iu'^ 
teresting in many respects. First the des* 
cription of the ancient position of this mass 
df granite presents important geographical 
and geological details. According to the poet, 
this rock , now surrounded by the sea , was 
formerly enyironed by a very celebrated 
forest , which he calls Quokelunde ; and 
he adds that it was easy to w^lk from 
jivranckes to^PoeUt and to the city of Ridolet. 
•* I know not, says Afl deLaRue^ the po- 
sition of those ancient places , probably 
submerged by the sea. But I believe the 
historical details of tiie poet , fior he WK>te 
tinder the eye of his abbot , Robert de 
Thorigny , a learned annalist, who could 
not be easily deceived *. 



I >> 



* The following are the vierses quoted by M. de 
La Rue. 

*^ Desous Avranches vers Bretaigne 
" Qui tons terns fut terre grifaine, 
"'fist la for^t de Quokelunde 

DuDt grant parole est par le muade; 

Geu qui or est mer et areine 

En icels terns est forest pleine 
" De mainte riche venaison 

Mes ore il ooet, li poisson 

Dune peast I'en trte-bien aler 
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^^ These revohitiana in the territory of 
Mont Sflint-Michet ' > continues ilf . de La Rue, 
'^ ought to be dated, according to the poe- 

y tical moak , under the episcopacy of Saint 

Aubert^ and in the reign of Ckildebert rii.* '* 
'Tho' the verses we have quoted mate- 
rially assist us in our decision as to whe- 
ther the bay of Mont Saint ^Michel was 
formeriy a forest, or what it is at present, 
a knowledge of the nature and position of 

I the two places , Ridolet and Podet, would 

throw additional light upon this obscure 
question , whkh we despair of elucidating 
since the researches of so laborious and 
learned an antiquarian as M. de La Rue, 
have failed. 



" Ni estu est ja crendre la mer^ 

*' D*AvFanches dreit k Poelet 

" A la cit6 de Ridolet. 

" En la forest avait nn Mont, etc." 

' These v^ses tend to prove jthis : 

'^IJns jouvencels, mome est del Mont, 
" Beus en son r^gne part li dunt, 
'* Gcdllelme a non de St Paler 

" Escrit en cest quaier, 
" El terns Robeirt de Thorigni^ 
" Fut cest romans fait et trove, etc.*' 
Hie manuscript which contains this poem, M. de La 
Bus says was taken to England dlniDg the revolution. 
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In addition to the probabilities already 
mentioned , in favour of the existence of a 
forest in the bay of Mont Saints-Michel^ we 
may add the corroborating fact that a great 
number of trees has been found buried 
under the sands in almost every direction* 

It is difficult to say how far this forest 
extended, for trees are found in the same 
state (that of perfect blackness) , under the 
waters , from the bay of Mont Saints-Michel 
to Fort d*Agon , and between the » latter 
place and Jersey, as proved by the recent 
surveys of captain White B. N. This officer, 
distinguished for his scientific knowledge, 
affirms, that the very numerous soundings 
which he made in this part prove the for- 
mer existence of a forest in this portion of 
la Manche. 

On recently opening a canal in the marsh- 
es of Saint'Fromond near Saint-La ^ trees were 
also found, and the proofs that a forest 
existed in this locality are indisputable. Nor 
is it a little remarkable that the vegetable 
substances which have been for so many 
ages submerged (as we have every reason 
to suppose) have not been much decom- 
posed by the efiects of time ; nuts, acorns, 
and beans have been found in a good state 
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of preservation , and even large pieces of 
wood , fit for building purposes, have been 
dug up : several of tbese lie on tbe banks of 
the unfinished canal, at the present time*. 

This discovery indicates a great and sudden 
deluge, and although vfe do not knOMr 
v^hcn the event took place , nor that this 
forest was a continu^ition of that of Scycy^ 
yet the fact just stated , strongly attests the 
existence of the forest of Scycy. 

Tht constant tradition of all ages , per- 
petuated even to our days , strengthens this 
opinion ; and the accounts of many his- 
torians and chroniclers , and hagiographers 
almost . establish it. 

If the reader wishes to search farther, he 
may consult the kaiisX^ oi Mabillon; Gallia 
Christiana ; Neustria Pia ; the several MSS. 
of Mont Saint-Michel , in the library at 
Avranches ; the Researches of M. I* abbe 
Manet on the bay of Cancale and Mont 
Saint-Michel ; and the abridged History of 
the lives of the Bishops of Coutances by 
M.Rouault, curi oi Saint-Pair ^ who informs 
us that Leoncienj third bishop of Coutances j 
m 

* M. Boudent-GodeliDiere. Notice HtsttHrique sur 1$ 
M(mi SainUMichel. 
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(elected A. D. 5ao) often walked over the vast 
and frightfal solitude of Scycy to preach 
the gospel there. He also states that in $25 
Saint Gaud died in Scycy , and that , about 
the year 54o, Saint Pair worn out by age 
and religious exertion , left Avranche$ for 
Scycy, to die there in the society of his 
brethren : the curd states also that Saint 
Senier, an anchorite m the desert of Scycy^ 
who was afterwards bishop of Avranches, 
died , iu 566^ while on a visit to his 
brethren, in his ancient solitude ; -*- which 
must have been the forest in question. 

We may then almost consider it certain, 
that there was formerly a forest in the bay 
o( SSant Saint-MickeL 

Whether Saint Aubert, die m^ bishop of 
Avranche$, was induced to do so by divine 
or natural impulse matters not , but about 
709 he built upon Mont Saint-Michet a chapel 
or round oratory large enough to contain, 
within its enclosure , a hundred persons ^ • 



f Qui statlm omnipotenti Deo gratias agens et im- 
ploransarchaBg^eliMichaelisauxiliuin, emrgens laetus 
opus agp^essus est. Gonstruxit itaque vir Domini 
Ausbertus fabricam non culinine subtilitatis celsam, 
sed in modum cri^e rotuBdam centum ut sestimatur 
hominum capacem. MS, no 80. 
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21 

The.wooderlul credality, and corNipoii- 
ding inventions of the human miod in 
those days of jgnorance , sup^slition and 
deceit , have a curious iUustratioii , in an 
anecdote recorded by father P. Dunum- 
tier who relates ^at the. first herqiits 
who established themselves upon the w*- 
land rock were supplied with f^rovisions 
by the clergy of the neighbouriflig village 
of B/Bouvoir j and were conveyed by an 
ass , which , on an unlucky day , was 
devoured by a wolf » that, contrary to its' 
natwre , became trained to perform the 
duties of the ass \ 

The summit of the rock was levelled, 
— whether by the slight pressure of the 
child's foot or by the more probable 
means of humaii labour , matters not — 
the church bnilt , and dedicated to Saint- 
Michel. 

For so solemn an occasion as the con- 
secration of this edifice , it had been con- 



* Cibos el idinMmta solebot eis mifttere paroi^us 
(<|0 Beauwir).M... Buk (monti) sarcine fereadae as- 
sueverat asinus , qui tandem .praNia factus est Inpo 
obviantiy qui diving providentiA ac potently id 
officii exhibere coactus fmt. N$u$tria Pia. 
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fidered neoetsary accwdifig to the tasiper 
of the age , to have some sacred relic , 
which would impart saacVity and impor- 
tance to the church. 

Saint Aubert therefore when the foun- 
dation was being prepared ' , sent three 
clei^ of the church of Avranches, of which 
he was bishop , to Mont Saints An ge ' on 
the shores of the Adriatic , where they 
obtained a shred of the veil which covered 
the altar ofSaint^Michel, and a small piece of 
the marble upon which the altar stood* During 
the time of their absence , which was a year *, 



' Pour en faire la dedieace et y placer des reliques, 
il se d^termina & envojer au Mont Gargaii trots 
dercs de son ^glise. Us obtinrent un morceaa du 
Toile gui couvrait Tautel de Saint- Blichd , et une 
partie du marbre sur leqnel il s'^tait montr^* — 
Desroches, vol. 1, p. 100; alto MSS. of Mont Saints 
Miehd^ no 80 and n» 24. 

^ It was also called Mont Gargan as many ma- 
nuscripts prove. 

Partem scilicet nibei pallioli, quod ipse memoratus 
archangelus in Monte Gargano, supra altare quod 
ipse Gonstruxerat posuit , et partem ravmoris supra 
quod stetit. MS. n^ SO. < 

r 

* M. Bhmd$l fiay4i two years. 
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the chapd was completed : when they as- 
cended the hill of Beauvair on their return 
th«y could scarcdy belie?e their senses , 
for, instead of the Mount in the middle 
of a vast forest , as it was on their depar- 
ture*, they saw all the country between 
it and the hill converted into a vast 
sandy plain'. 

Of the ancient state of the bay so often 
referred to , the learned antiquarian » M. d4 
GervilUj has greatly enlightened us" by his 
researches on the geography of this des- 
troyed country. We learn from him , that 
it was crossed by a Roman road which led 
from Saint-'Pair to Reimes ; that it was 
used in the time of William the conqueror 
we are shewn by the Bayeux tapestry , 
though since that period it has been almost 
impassable. 

But . the most convincing proof that Mont 



* Intere^ nundi repedantes, post multa itineris 
spatia,ad locum quo digress! fuerant quasi novum 
ingressi sunt orbem quern primtim veprium dempsi- 
tate relinquerant plenum. MSS. n® 24, and n^ 34. 

^ La mer, ayant enfl^ ses vagues, abattit 

tous les arbres de la for£t» et la r^duisit k T^at 
d'une yaste gr^ye. 

Olim , ttt putatur , conttnenti connexa (tfe^ Thm.) 
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Saint-Michel was once situated in the middk 
of a Tast forest, is the map* constructed 
by a canon of Coutancet^ in w)iich ffae road 
IS carried througli the forests of Scyty and 
X/hesay to Vabgnes ^ leaying Mont Snint*- 
Michel to the right at ^ome di^ance from 
the sea. 

Visitors passing to the south of the rock 
bf {xranviHe at low water on the road to 
Samt'-Pair, see the dry and rugged trnnk 
of a tree covered with polypi and sea- 
i^ced*, which have supplied the place of 
the living bark ;— there it remains a sap- 
less and withered indication that the 
features of sylvan scenery once smiled , 
where now we perceive trotliing but the 
tracery of a desolating Ocean. — It is tfie 
last oak of the forest ; — the silent and 
solitary witness of a great catastrophe, that 
men have long forgotten , and only cOD]ec- 



* M. k haroH de Pireh^ the V. P. of the Archeolo-* 
gical Society of Avranches^, informs us that antiqua- 
rians can find no such map, though they have 

made every exertion to do so. 

• 
^ V(ms trouvez un konc sec et 46dharo6, ^^Sfoe 
enti^rement convert de coraux, de poMpiers et 
d*algues marines. E. 
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luM now y fironi \ocH and external efidflnoei. 
^hen ihig old time bleached truok^^diaU 
BO longer be able to remst tbe iraiHiBg 
if^iieiiGe of the tea wbieh bas embraced 
H for more Iban a thousand years, one of 
thoie evidences witt bare passed away. 

On diis remnant 4i( a tree the sea 
4iM¥i flaps its wings , and like the raven 
whicb^ in ibe deserts of Saba and Assyria, 
ttmy ' be seen restiog on tbe fragment of a 
column , proclaiming *^ ibis is all tbat w^ 
mains of the f^ergeous palaoes and babita-- 
lions of 'Conndess dead", Ibe Ocean bird 
tipon bis solitary perdb ^eeois placed there 
to indicate Ihat this sandy waste, now profitless 
and without a name , onoe teemed with 
'vegetable life and bore immortal souis npon 
its lovely and fertiie surface ! 

^' Wiieie IB tlie f ane 

Which the vain glorious mighty of the earth 
Seek to eternize? Ohl the faintest sound 
From time's light foot fal!, the minutest wave 
Thaft swells Uie flood aX ages , whelms in nothiBg 
The unsubstantial buUle " 

Though we read of two unoccupied ora-^ 
tories at the foot of Mont Sainh-Mickei 
{then called UfM Tumkay at the lime 
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ivheii Saitu Aukttt relked theite ia pious 
meditatioD » we have no account of any 
houses bemg erected upon it until sixty 
years after he had . completed and conse^ 
crated his chapel to the archangel. 

The erection of those houses originated 
in the following circumstioices : from the 
reign of the Antonines to that of Charle^ 
magne, who succeeded his father Pf/^m in 
768 , the current of barbaric conquest 
had continued to flow thro* the Danube 
and Ihe Rhine., The great effwt of Charle- 
magne's life was to check its torrents and 
he was successful. For the first time the nor- 
thern nations feared to push onwards to 
the fertile regions of Normandy to which 
their ancestors had emigrated. But the 
more perilous path by sea , lay open , and 
the surplus population of Denmark and 
Scandinavia, gained its shores in their rude 
galleys : every reader of English History 
knows with what success. 

Of all the descents which . the barbarians 
of the north made on Normandy , none 
equalled in cruelty that under their leader 
Rolf or Rollo in 876. They desolated, the 
country in their progress , burnt towns, 
destroyed villages, and pulled down chur* 
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cbes : the wretched mfadxtants flew io tiMx 
temples for proteetion , but in tain , for 
these piriates massacred them at their, s^aca 
without distiuctioa — priests , ciA men 4 
women and chiklren. The few who escaped 
concealed themsdves in the forests with 
their sacred relics. The church- of Coutancu 
was burnt , and the whole of Coteniin was 
peopled by idolaters. The diocese of jivran* 
ches experienced the same melancholy fete;: 
the majority of the inhabitants w^« cut 
to pieces by the battle-axes of the barha^ 
rians; — some to escape the fury of the 
pagan enemy , renounced their baptism , 
and made the required, protestations of a 
pagan creed , with the most absurd forma* 
lities ; — others retired to the marshes of 
Aucey , Mont Saint-Michel^ and other places 
on the confines of Brittany^ where they 



^ BUtoire de Bretagne, by Le Baud, 

^ Wace » a naUve of Jersey and a monk of Bayeuw 
in the 12^ century, relates the fact in the following 
yerses. 

En plusors Hex par la mine 

Que iirent la gent Sarrazine 



Et le rivage contre Mont 
Desiqaes en Bretaigne sent 



inflt ike chufdi «iid ca^e of Am^M «iid 
the castle of fdcntaigu , about a qit^rtep 
of a league from MmUanel, and at the 
Bortheni eotrance of the forest of Blanche^ 
UauU ^ The ckuroh of iGamei^ also oa the 
nittcshcs of Brfttany , seeios to have beee 
founded at this time ; and the fugitifes , 
called in the iiMDUs^ifit^ tolmrs (thieves), 
faoik hottses on Mont Saint^Michei ^ made 
gardfens , planted the viae ^ the fig , and 
the medlar, and upon the ruins of two 
small oratories built a church, and dedi- 
cated it to Saint Pierre^. 

In 963 or 965, the church whioh Smnt 



Desque larm^e et sa compagne 
La sest arret^e en firetaigne. 

See bis History of the Normans in verse : — You may 
judge !h)m it wMt progress has been made in 
language on the borders of the bay of M(mt Saint^ 
MicM since the 7^ century. 

* See Vdbb6 Desroches, vol. i, p. 123. 

2 ir& no 22, of Mont SoM-MicheL 

' Dans ce m6me x« si^cle on volt le bourg , 
i'^lise paroissiale. du Mont Saint-Michel, exister, 
par une chartre de Richard^ due de Normandie ; 
on ne pent cons6qu»nment ^k reculer plus loin la 
foQdation. -^ De$roehe$ ., vol. 1 , p. 125. 
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^uken bfsailt ^ was demolidied) bat kow or 
T^hy we know not 

Richard i> dnko of Normandy, nii$ed a 
lai^er one ia it9 placed and added many 
^cio«» buildUsgs' for the residence of the 
reigfular monks of the order of Saint BenedioC^ 
whom he sttbatitnted for the priesia of 
A'^iMTunch^ , who had become odious fita 
their debaucheries ^; these priests who were 
forcibly expelled , says MS. n!" fto of Momt 
Sdint-ldickel , took with them tiie charters 
and parchments of the monastery, — a great 
loss if the statement be true. The church 
hitherto only a collegiate one , was now 
constituted an abbey«church , and Mainard *^ 



^ Ricardum ejus nominis, primum Nortmannorum 
ducem, in lIcHite Tambi monasterium in hanorem 
SjanctI Micba^Us f estaarayisse. CAronieon Sig^^eriU 

^ Delubnim mirse mag^tudinis spaciosaque maenia 
construxit. Gallia Christiana; Neustria Via. 

' Les repas, la chasse, et toutes sortes de de- 
bauches , absorb^rent des richesses qui n'^laient des- 
tinies qii'4 d^s cauvres de pi^ et de cbarite. — 
BwrochM , vol. 1, p. 136. 

^ Cum ver6 praecipua, ut dictum est, abbatis 
Mateardi iadustriA in oikMiibtts dareseeret, Nort- 
mannofura duci et primatiboi ejas satis oonq>erta 
placuisset^ ki^e ema abstrahere et majori decreve- 



sela^ed fay Biekmrd, was its first 
under whom the monks were constantly 
aceujMed in reading and writing either on 
theological or secular subjects. 
' Amongst other men of celd>rity belonging 
to their order, who had been educated in this 
abbey at the epoch of which we are speak- 
ing, were Roland who was elected bishop 
of Dol s and Guerin who was the principal 
of the abbey of CerUy \ . 
. The buildings were scarcely finished 
when they were all consumed by fire ; 
but no one has told us how it originated ^ 
Richard n rebuilt the church with 
great magnificence during the abbacy of 
Hitdebertj and added to it the basilique*. 



rant honore sublimare ; denique ad Montem Sancti 
Michaelis archangeli compulenmt migrare ; quateniis 
canonicis eliminaiis monachos quibus praeesset in 
regular! discipline deberet undecumque aggregare. 
Chronicon Fontamllense , caput vi. 

* Gallia Christiana, t. ^i, p. 514. 

3 Hist. MS. of Dom Huynes ; MS. of the Mount ; 
Gallia Christiana, Neustria Pia. — Some date this 
accident lobl ^ others in 1003 , and others in 1008. 

* D6cor6 k juste titre du nom de basilique. Hist. 
MS. of Dom Huynes, Neustria Pia, Gallia Christiana. 

The origin of the ierme boHlique which has been 
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The . platform on the top of the Mount 
not being sufficiently extensive for the pro^ 
fected ' building: , an artificial one was 
formed by means of very massy arches 
and round colossal pillars to support the 
choir ^ The subterranean parts and almost 



i^pplied to large churches , according to JKf • de 
Caumont and if. de Gerville^ is as follows. — In 
Rome Were several buildings serving for the double 
purpose of courts of justice and assemblages of 
merchants y which went by the name of hasUiquei: 
by Constantine and his successors these building^ 
were consecrated for the catholic worship. 

Designed to contain a great concourse of peo- 
ple , they were very large and of a grave and 
sombre style of architecture. Externally they had 
neither columns nor any kind of ornament. Inter- 
nally they were divided » length-wise , into three 
unequal parts , by two rows of parallel pillars : at 
the end of these was a vacant space, and on 
the other side opposite the middle gallery a semi- 
circular place I where the judges sat, very similar 
to. what we see in cathedrals where the clergy tak^ 
the place occupied (according to the Diction. de$ 
Origines) by the judges. 

AH the churches, built in the time of Constaniine 
in the east and the west, were constructed after the 
model of these hoHliques. The principal entrance was 
at one end, and the other end was terminated in 
a semicircle. 

* Ut autett ad ecclesia fabricam spaUum sat 
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all tbe Bfave of lhi» chucchr aie stiU ce- 
laatDiog * . 

When tlie altar oC the church , bnilt 
upon those Ya^ piltaffs ,. was nearly com* 
pleted t much embarrassment was occasio-* 
ned y from the circumstance , that the po-« 
sition of the church was reversed as to 
east and west ; but when it was known 
that the church oC Saint Benedict in Paris 
was similarly placed , the building was 
continued without alteration of the plan. 

It was the custom to place the . principal 
altar of churches either towards the rising 
sun or the north, but ill* de La Rue^ says, 
that this custom did not originate until the 
11*^ century. So certain is he* of this, that 
amongst other reasons which he assigns for 
thinking that the church of Saint Georges-- 
dU'Chdteau, in Caen^ t» of a preoeditig 



amplum in cacumine montis haberet , crassiores 
pilas, muros et fondces extrnit; supra autem ec- 
clesiae falNricam coUocayit. Gallia Christiana. 

* The uacfe ho^rever was not finkhed by Miehard^ 
hut^ lay the two abbots BeaummL 

Tbe yauit in which are^he massy pillars servecl 
for a long time as a chapel. 
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In his Essais Eistari^pm $ur Caen, yol. 1 , p. 84. 
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century , he says, ^^ the sanctuary is turned 
towards the west" 

In 1792 or 1 795 J the nave was shorte- 
ned about 12 mitres to give more length 
to the platform. It was at that time en- 
closed by a Grecian facade. 

The architect adapted to this facade ^ 
columns with capitals after the style of the 
1 1^ century : — connoiseurs criticize this 
work from its combination of orders Which 
are usually kept distinct. 

Radulphe or Raoal de Beaumont y 8^ abbot, 
constructed the pillars of this nave to a certain 
height, and another Radulphe de Beaumont , 
his successor , completed them : — the latter 
built the northern walls, galleries and ceme- 
tery for the monks ; — he also planned 
die vast body of this building which in 
our days is called the Merveille or wonder. 

Mont Saint^Micliel sustained a very im- 
portant siege in 1091. 

William the Conqueror who died A. D. 
1 087 , bequeathed Normandy to Robert , 
his eldest son ; — England to his second 
son , William Rufus ; — and to his third 
son , Henry , 5,ooo francs ^ with all his 
personal property. Robert, being in great 
want of money , sold Cotentin to Henry , 
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\Yhich included all that is now called 
Avranchin. Robert and William afterwards 
agreed to wrest this acquisition from their 
younger brother, who, in order to defend 
himself ^ attempted to fortify Coutances ^ 
^ Avranche$ and some other places; but find* 
ing that he had not sufficient force to 
accomplish this , he determined on making 
Mont Saint-Michel his strong hold. Ha- 
ying done this , he solicited assistance from 
his brother - in - law ( A tlain ri) ^ which 
being afforded, the struggle became more 
serious, and his brother William having 
joined his forces to those of Robert , they 
rtssolved on beseiging the place. 

For more than forty days * the efforts of 
the brothers proved ineffective*, though the 
place was not , at that time , strongly 
£3rtified ^ ; and during the siege Henry and 
his knights performed prodigies of valour. 

William having on one occasion ventured 



^ Amplitis guadraginta dies obsedit (Pofydot 

Vergilii AngliccB Historice lib. x.) 

Per totam quadragesimam. . ( Historim Anglicanw 
scriptores x, vol. i , in-f®, p. 216.), 

* Nature munitissimum [Poly dot Vergilii Anglicm 

Uistariw lib. x.) 
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-* upon the sands , at low water , was clo- 
sely pursued by some of Henry's soldiers , 
and struck to the ground by the blow of 
a lance *. Most historians say that , when the 
soldier who made the blow was about « to 
plunge the sword into his throat , William 
exclaimed: ^^ Hold, I am the king of En- 
gland ', " which saved his life , the soldier 
not wishing to do him further injury. 

M. de Roujoux^ says this is an invention 
of the* Normans , to conceal the fact that 
a king of England had run away ^ which 
according to him was the case , and that 
for concealment he had covered himself 



\ Ubi qu^dam die Tfs%, Willielmus tjdbernacjulom 
suum egr^ssus cum paucis, irruit in multos hostes 
ipse improyisus , sed equo suo sub femoribus suis 
occiso , ipse per pedem dii!li tractus probltate loricsB 
su® salvatus est ne IsBdei^tur* ,( Eenriei d$ Knighton 
Chronica.) 

. ^ Miles auiem qui eum dejeeerat ma&um ad ca* 
pulum gladii sui aptavit ut regem feriret. Gui rex : 
quiesce, nebulo, rex AngliaB sum ego. Tremunt vocem 
vulgus milltun&y alteram equum regi adducunt. Quo 
ascenso, inquirit quis eum dejecerit. Ego, ait miles 
ilie qui hoc fecerat , nee putavi rc^gem deicere sed 
militem. £t rex : per vultum de LucA et iu mihi de 
caBtero carior eris. {Henry of Knighton.) — See also 
Histoire de Thou. — History of England by TyrreL 




^ith the saddle of his Korse , ivhich had 
been killed : but this statement is not pro* 
bable. . Henry was obliged to surrender ; 
and he retreated to Yexin accompanied 
by a few followers. 

Among the records of the abbey , about 
this time , we find that a few seconds after 
the monks had quitted it ( on Holy Satur- 
day , 1 1 o3 ) the vault of the nave fell in , 
and with it , a part of the dormitory * ; 
the cause of this accident . like the 
previous destruction by fire , has not 
been assigned , nor is it a matter of any 
hiterest now. 

On Good Friday A. D. \\i2 , the church 
was struck by lightning , and together 
with aU the buildings, was consumed, except 
the vaults and some small portions to an 
extent not precisely defined. 

Roger J 1 1^ abbot , soon repaired these 
disasters ; — in 11179 the reconstructions 
were far advanced , and, five years affter- 
wards , all the buildings were completed , 
but with more solidity and beauty than 
before. 

This aU>ot also reconstructed the interior 

* See MS. of Dom Huyne$. 
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of all the edifices on the north side , and 
that beautiful portion of the building , 
— ta grande Salle des Chevaliers , — 
he also built very splendid stables , and 
arched the cloisters with stone which pre- 
viously to his time vrere formed of wood. 

One of the most celebrated tournaments 
mentioned in history took place , between 
the Bretons and Normans , on the sands of 
Mont SainuMichel, in the vearii35. The 
particulars of this are detailed in the first book 
of the life of Geoffrey r, duke of Normandy *. 

It seems that on this occasion the parties 
did not joust , one individual against an- 
other, as usual , but detachment against de- 
tachment ; and , though on a petty scale , 
army against army : the Bretons were even- 
tually victorious ^ 



>. 



^ By John, a monk of MarmoniUr, p. 22 and 23. 

^ This account of the tournament is taken from 
the abbot ManeU We fear that he has committed 
some error relative to the source from which he 
has extracted it; for we do not think tliat there 
ever were any Dukes of Normandy of the name of 
Geoffroy. Perhaps he intended to say Duke of Brit- 
tany, as there were some Dukes of Britanny of 
that name ; but we still doubts if there were more 
than five so caUed» 
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About 1 1 35 , Bernard j 1 3^^ abbot , re- 
built that part of the nave which had been 
neglected since it fell, in iiq3« This was 
the abbot who erected some cells on Mont 
Tambelhw*, whither he occasionally retired 
with his monks ^ 

If we are astonished at the numerous 
disasters , which this wonder of nature and 
art has experienced we must feel equal 
siirpri2se at the determined zeal and industry 
of the abbots who. never failed to repair them. 

In the year ii38, many houses and 
nearly all the buildings belonging to the 
monastery were again destroyed by fire ' » 



* Grand Dictionnaire geographique par La Mar tinier t^ 
7« vol. in-fo. — See also GaUia Christiana, i. xi; 
M- Vabhi De$roche9. vol. 1 , p. 287. 

^ He also built a priory, upon a mouDtain in 
the county of Cornwall , which he dedicated to 
Saint Michael. The priory of Cornwall was a de- 
pendency of the abbey of Mont Saint-Miehel , by 
virtue of a charter granted by Edward the Con- 
fessor , and afterwards cotifinned by Robert , duke 
of Cornwall. 

3 Eodem anno debacchatione Abrincatensium fu- 
rentium combustum est castrum Montis, excepts 
ccclesi^ , et officints monachorum , mense Augusto^ 
Chronicon breve du Mont Saint-Michel, 



L 




39 
fortunately Ihe grand apartment ( corps de 
logi$ ) built by Roger ii , was spared : — 
thi« apartment at a later period was used 
as a rrfectory and a church. A mob of 
scoundrels , from Avronches , occasioned 
this conflagration ; — taking advantage of 
the troubles which desolated the province, 
they wilfully set fircl to the abbey. The author 
of MS. n!" 80 gives us to understand that it was 
from a conspiracy of some of the inhabitants 
of the Mount this calamity arose '. 

The abbey had now become very rich 
from the produce of pilgrimages and other 
religious donations: — some of the donors , 
but more particularly their heirs , demand- 
ed a ^hare of the property which had been 
given to the abb^ : — to put an end to such 
claims , the abbot instituted a trial at Caen^ 
when it was decided that donors or their 
heirs could only claim the prayers of the 
clergy. 

In the year 1 1 55 , the whole rock expe- 
rienced so violent a shock of earthquake, 
say the authors of Nemtria P^a and Dom 
Huynes , that it was apprehended the edifi- 
ces would have fallen. 

< Jfcf. TaWe DesrocMSy yoI. 1, p. 287. 
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ill. de Gervilb states that there was ao^ 
other fire on this Mount in 1161, but that 
the loss was hot great : — the MSS. of Leray 
record the same fact ; but Maxitnitien Raoid 
says it is not noticed either in the manus^- 
cript History of Dom Huynes, in Gallia Chris-- 
tiana or NeuHria Pia. 

Thirty -nine years after the conflagration 
of 11 38 S the edifices had been repaired with 
so much care by Robert de Torigny^ i5* 
abbot , that they were more beautiful than 
before, he eyen added many useful buil- 
dings y and increased the number of monks 
from thirty to sixty ^. 

About twenty -six years after this abbot 
had completed his labours , Philip-Augustus 
invaded Normandy , in consequence of the 
insubordination of John, king of England, 
who had refused to pay the homage which 
the sovereigns of England had been accus- 
tomed to offer to those of France , m 
acknowledgment of the superior sovereignty 
of the latter respecting the duchy of Nor- 
mandy. It is hardly necessary to remark 



* According to Robert Dumont. 

^ Gallia Chrisiiana; MS. of Dom Huynet ; Neuslria 
Fia. 
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that the- cause of John's refusal to submit to 
the summous of Philip on this > occasion , T^as^ 
his disinclination to appear before the Perrs- 
of France to answer for the murder of hi» 
nephew Arthur, of which he was accused. 

Though checked in his progress by the 
court of Rome J Philip made an easy con-* 
quest of Normandy, which the imbecility 
and cowardice of John delivered to his arms 
without defence ; but Jourdan or Jourdain ^ 
17^ abbot, faithful to the king of England, 
refused to surrender , and maintained an . 
obstinate siege against Guy de Thouars , count 
of Brittany , who , as an ally of the klog of 
France, came with a numerous army to 
take forcible possession oi Mont Saint-Michel \ 

With all their exertions, however the in- 
vaders became masters only of the town , 



* We learn the particulars of this expedition from 
William the Breton, who lived at this epoch, and 
wrote the particulars of it in lalin verses. 
Est locus in medio situs SBquore, sic tamen ut non 
iSquor semper ihi staguet, sed quotidianis 
£t fluit et refluit vicibus , crescente sorore 
PhoelMy consuetas seu decrescente per horas, 
Suscipiens ab ea majores sive mineres 
Crescendi motus^, et sic locus ille marinis 
Fluctibus ambitur nunc et nunc littore sicco. 
Guilhlmi Brilmis Armorici Philippidot lib. viii. 
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to which , oul of revenge , ibey set fire y 

before they retreated, Oq this occasion , 

every thing on the Mount was destroyed, 

except the walls, vaults and buildings, ia 

stone'. 

After Philip-* Augustus had pacified the 
^Wmans , he sent a large sum bf money 
to repair the losses sustained here ^. With 
this sum Jowrdan not only restored the 
abbey , but added so many magnificent 
embellishments that some ill informed and 
superficial authors attribute the whole of 
this celebrated building to him. 

About the year 12 510, Raoul de V iUedim , 
ao^ abbot', commenced the cloister, which 
was not finished until 1228. The galleries 



^ Igneque supposito domibus^ vis ignea sursiim 
Scandity et ecclesiae decus omne locumque sacra(um 
Resque monastera cremat insaliaUlis omnes. 

Guil. Brit. lib. viu. 

^ Compatitur prius ecclesisB reruiiKjlie minis 
Largifludque iQanu monacbos juvat io renovando. 

GuiL Brit. 

3 The author of the Histoire pittaretque du Mont 
Saint- Michel^ attributes the beautiful cloisters to 
Raoul de Villedieu^ ^^ abbot, — and M. d^ Gerville 
to Raoul de$ hies , 18"^ abbot. We jlhluk with the 
former. % 
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aad coloonades of this precious specimen 
of art and beauty were executed with a 
lightness y taste and elaboration of detail , 
which do not seem appropriate to that 
age, and are considered the most beautifuf 
morceaux of architecture existing in France : 
the interior of the quadrangle is supported 
by two hundred and twenty-two pillars in 
triple row , each range of which forms a 
small aisle wKh a beautifully pointed arcb , 
the most graceful and delicate that can be 
imagined. This charming ' building , suspen- 
ded as it seems in mid air , appears to 
have been placed thereto relieve the stern 
aspect of the structure. Boldness , gran^ 
deur and sublimity were the striking cha- 
racteristics of the architecture of the two 
succeeding centuries ; these beautiful clois- 
ters shew that grace and richness were not 
wanting in this. 

The superb buildings , between the clois*-* 
ter and the apartment of the corpiHte-garde^ 
and perhaps the chapter house near the 
cloister , were built by RUkard Turstin ^ 
21^ abbot, about 1257. This abbot ob- 
tained from pope Alexander iv the privilege 
of wearing the special badges of episcopacy, 
the crosier, staff and mitre; but the Bishops 
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jealous of his iveariag the insignia of thetr 
order , and publicly bestowing blessings on 
the populace, obtained from the same pope 
a decree , which limited the exercise of 
ihis episcopal privilege granted to Turstin, 
to the precincts of his monastery \ 

As if fate had destined the buildings on 
this eminence to perish by fire , and 
man had not the power to accomplish the 
decree , lightning , fdr the second time ^ , 
was the instrumental agent of the destruc- 
tion of the chlirch , upon which it fell in 
the year i3oo, when the conflagration was 
so great that the metal of the bells, which 
had been placed tha:*e by Bernard ^ i3* 
abbot, about ii35', were liquified by the 
heat : — at the same time nearly all the 
houses of the town were reduced to ashes. 



* MS. of Mont Saint ' Michel , in the library at 
AvrancheBy no 22. 

2 Fiflh (ire, — secoad from ligfatDlng. 

' According to M. Manet, in his Histoire de Bretagne^ 
vol. ly p. 241, in the year 1047, the monks of 
Mont Saint'Michel had a large bell cast ( which they 
cMedRolUm) to collect their vassals , whenever they 
saw, from the top of the tower, that (ho Bretons 
were collecting for a campaign. 
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William Duchdleau ,25* abbot , was oc* 
cupied , daring the whole of his abbacy, in 
repairing the damages which this fire had 
effected oh the abbey and in alleviating 
the calamities of the inhabitants who bad 
suffered by it. 

Fifty years afterwards, this rock was 
again struck by lightning ; the buildings, 
scarcely restored to a good condition , were 
then greatly injured , but by the zeal of 
Nicolas Levitrierj 28* abbot, they were 
so magnificently repaired as to appear 
more beautiful than before. 

In 1374, it was; for the fourth time, 
struck with lightning , and suffered from 
conflagration for the seventh time*. The 
intensity of the heat , on this occasion (as 
on a preceding one), was. such, that the 
metal of the bells was liquified and ran 
like melted wax^ 

Happily for the preservation of this ex- 
traordinary pile of buildings , which seems 
in the course of its gradual erection to 
have assumed the architectural style of 



^ US. no 22. 

' Densis^imA mole ut cerA Uguescente* 
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each succeeding age which witnessed its 
formatjion , the zeal of the abbots for 
rebuilding or repairing increased in its 
intensity with each successive conflagration. 

Geoffrey de Servdn , a nsrtive of Atranches 
and 29^ abbot , distinguished himself espe- 
cially in this respect, nor did he confine 
his labours merely to repairs, for he added 
the entire chapel of Sainte'-Catherine which 
afterwards became the apartment of the 
abbots \ 

Pierre Le Roy j a native of Orval^ in the 
diocese of Coutances, succeeded Geoffray de 
Servon, in the year i386. Le Roy was one 
of the most noted divines of his day ^ : be 
decorated the church magnificently and 
added many useful buildings'. 

* VciUM Degroches, vol. 2. p. 80. 

^ Jean HAiynes, MS. n^ 22; see also JUS. no 34 
in the library at Avranches. 

' MS. Gesta Petri Reg^s, n<» 34, says. — Item 
tempore sno fuit constnicta et de noYO aedificata 
turris quadrata prima time ex n<»nine suo Petro, 
sic vocataque BaiUima ab aliquibus nmicupatur, 
item cameras quae sunt inter ipsam perrinam et ca- 
pellam de Sanct^ Gatharind, infirmarium etiam prope 
belantaram fecit au^entariyitem duas turresportac 
cum mure inter ipsam et turrim refeetorii'de novo 
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This man was one of the inost celebra- 
ted and perhaps the most remarkable 
of all the abbots^ of the monastery. He 
^aught in his cloister sacred and profane 
history , civil and divine law , and tb the 
younger brethren grammar ; he purchased a 
great number of excellent works on theo- 
logy , civil law , literature , etc, , for the use 
of his establishment , many of which are pre- 
served even to this day, and are now in 
the library of the college of Avranches. He 
kindly acted as arbitrator in all <lisputes 
within his reach , and even visited the 
places where they arose that he might 
obtain the most correct information con- 
cerning the points at issue : he recorded 
the evidence and decisions, which * he after^ 
wards embodied in a book , called the 



constructo , item tempore suo k monitione domini 
papae factae sunt earner® llgneae in dormitorio, item 
in ecclesi^ capellae doctorum et beati Johannis 
contiguae el turris ecclesiaB per praedecessorem saum 
inchoatae magnified sunt consummatae, item extrd 
monasterium fecit fieri grangias de Bureceyo de 
Stay de jdono Johannaa de TabuM, de Ycio, Halas de 
Genedo, cum pluribus molendinis in terris dictl 
monasterii, caeteraque ipsius monasterii aedificia exis- 
tentia in l)ono statu manjutenere sollieit^ percuravit, 
infinita bona focitque, lingua non sulfidt enarrare. 



Grand Livre de Pierre or Papier rouiier, and 
also collected and arranged all the charters 
and records of his monastery, from its 
foundation to his o\^n time , and had a 
Chartrier * made expressly for their security ', 
which , says an historian , is the most 
beautifully and artfully contrived of any in 
France : we have not means of ascertaining 
whether the Chartrier has been preserved 
or not. 

This excellent man was succeeded by 
Robert Jolivet or Jotinet , a native of 
Montpinchon , in the diocese of Coutances. In 
the early -part of this abbot's administra- 
tion he was apparently solicitous to walk 
in the steps of his predecessor , but his 
actual course did not correspond with his 
intentions , and in 1420 he retired to Rouen* 



* A place where charters are kept. 

3 For farther particulars of this-extraordinarjr 
man, see MSS. n® 14 and no 34. 

' The tomb of this abbot may now be seen in a 
chapd of the church of Saint^Michel at JKoueii, — 
with the following inscription : '< Gi git Robert, 
abb^ du Mont Saint-Michel, conseiller du roi, qui 
d6c6d4 le 17 juillet 1444. Priez Dieii pour son ame. ' ' 
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to bie oaar the.EpgUsh*, who were then in 
posiessiou of that town as well aa of the 
whole of Normandy willi the exception of 
Mot;it Saint-Michel' which they had not 
been ^able to take : ^— but previously to 
his retiring he had built, round the town, 
the .irregular « enclosure of towers and 
bastions that we still see '. 

The English, in 1 4^3 according to 
Dumaulin y and 14^4 hy the account of 
Ma$8enilte, indigna&t at seeing the fortress 
still holding out , determined on hmh 
king a bold attempt to become masters 
of it : some fresh troops commanded by 
count de Lescale, accordingly, prepared to 
attack it. The fortifications that Robert 
Jolivet bftd oonstntcled greatly assisted in 
repulsing the invaders , but the valour of 
one hundred and twenty gentlemen , whose 
names vrill be found in the appendix^ 



' It appears from the MS. of Afofil Saint- 
Michel no 22, that he had been bribed by the king 
of England to abandon the Mount, and Huet in 
Origins de Caen , says : *^ l\ portait la ctualit^ de 
'*8on conseiller et goelqaefois de son chanceUer. " 
Ikiroehesp vol. 2, p. 136. 



3 Vabbi Ihiroche$, y<d. 2, p. 136. 
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effected ropret Gbmmanded< by Louii 

d\EstouteviUe , they defended thie place wUh 
ceurage abore all praise. 

The siege lasted fflaoy days. The English 
n^lecled nothiog to attain success : taking 
advantage of the eight successive days in 
the month on which the Mount is. unsur-^ 
rounded by the sea , tbey brought up 
their artillery, two pieces of which were 
of such extraordinary calibre as to carry 
granite bullets of fifteen* inches in dia- 
meter. 

In spite of the obstinate resistance of the 
besieged , the besiegers effected a breach in 
the walls of the town ; but it was im- 
possible to hoist their cumbrous artillery 
higher. The sea in its regular course flowed 
on y and the assailants were compelled to 
retreat to the main land. . 

The garrison, when they were preparing 
to retreat , with the brave Jehan de la 
Haye , baron of Coutonces , at their head , 
made a vigorous sortie , and put the 
enemy into great disorder. Pursued to ex-, 
tremity , they lost many men , and were 
compiled to abandon part of their artil- 
lery, particularly the two enormous piecesr 
which may be still seen at^ the gate of the 
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towo watts , where the inhabitants shew 
them with great pride as an iodtspu* 
table proof of the valour of their ancestors. 
They are remarkable for their form and 
prodigious size , being eleven feet long 
and constructed of iron bars two inches 
thick 9 bound with hoops of the same metal. 
One has a bore of eighteen inches , and the 
other fourteen. The other guns which the 
besiegers left , were sold *by the governors 
of the place in \he sixteenth, century. The 
besieged in turn became the assailants , 
atid made several prisoners , amongst whom 
was Nicolas Burdett , one of the chiefs. 

The English, irritated but not dishearten- 
ed by their losses , determined on reducing 
the place by (amine. With this intention 
they encamped in the various parishes on 
the east of the fortress: — on the north 
they occupied Tamhelkne^ and the sea was 
covered with their ships ; in short they 
surrounded the Mount by all the means 
that they could devise to intercept sup- 
plies of every kind. 

The duke of Beaufort^ assisted by the kni- 
ghts of Montaubauj Combourg ^ and others, 
hastily equipped a small fleet on the shores 
of Saint^Malo and Cancale , and taking ad- 
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vantage of a spring tide , boldly attacked 
the ships which the English had $tationed 
to blockade the Mount. This undertakings 
though extremely incautious, proved suc-^ 
ces^ful , for the attacking force took Mme 
btkips and sunk or dispersed the rest , and 
at the same time supplied the Itfoilnt with 
provisions and military stores. This success 
so discouraged the English, tbut they de- 
cided on raising the siege. Before doing so , 
hoiVever, they destroyed liU their works , 
except those on Mrnit Tombetifjte ,, where 
they left a strong garri^n f, no doubt , 
^ith the intention of surprising j or 'at all 
events of harassing the place, which they 
were compelled to abandon. They did not 
finally quit Mont Tambeline till after the 
decisive battle of Fofmigny^ A. D. i45o, 
in the reign of Charles rii^ when tb^y 
were obliged to evacuate the whole of 
Mormandy *. 



^ For further particulars of the sie^e of 1lt(mt 
Saint - Michel see MS. no 22 of the Modnt, in 
the library at Avrancke^: MSS. of D' Cousin;. Me- 
fnmr4 hi^tarig^e sur ce Siige, by Vdbhi de Laroque; 
Notice of if. Blondel; Gallia Christiana, t. xi; Char- 
trier de M. de Guiion, etc., etc.; VahU Desrochei, vol. Si. 

Thb provittce "vrhich through WdliAtn the Coil^ 
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The choir of the diurch fell down, in 
the year 14^19 from what c&ttse is not 
known , — but it was not repaired untii 
145 1. Bobaift Jblivet ^ though absent, re- 
ceived the whole of the reveniiies , and the 
mofrks were obliged to sell many precious 
articles to defray some of the expenses of 
the ^i^. 

^hantes v sent them a «um of money 
si^cfenf to sfipply their inmiediate wants ^ 
and obtained from the pope permission to 
grunt indulgences 'for the pwpose of in-** 
ducing the faithful to make pilgrimages 
to the abbey , and to present donations ^ ; 



queror belonged to England in 1066, was reunited 
(o France, under John Lackland, also king of En- 
gland, in 1203, by Philip* Aug«istus, king of France : 
ii was lagain Tetaken by. Henry v, king of England » 
in 1416, wh^n Charles yi was king of France ; and 
in 1450, Charles yn again annexed it to France, of 
which kingdom it has remained a portion to the 
present time. 

The battle of Formigny took place April 15, 1450 
beiwen , say the French historians , less tl^an 4,ooo 
French against 6 or 7,000 &iglijBh^ Nearly two 
thirds of the latter were left dead on the field of 
battle. 

* MS. of Moni Sainl-Michd , «» 22. 

la cause de notre attachement a re ven^rabte ^ 
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but all those resources , though oonsiderable , 

were absorbed by the expenses of th<e 

siege. 

A singular circumstance occurred on the 
siands ehout this period V 

Francis i , duke of Brittany , bdiefiog 
that he had cause of c(»nplaint agaiort his 
brother Giltes de Bretagne ^ imprisoned huh 
for several years , in different dungeons , 
in which he was crudly aud unjustly de* 
tained , suing in vain for mercy , %vfaile 
the harsh determination of Francis seem- 
ed to augment in proportion to the hu-^ 
miliation of his unfortunate prisoner. 

Francis apprehensive of his brother's es- 
cape notwithstanding all the precautions 
taken to prevent it , suggested to the go- 
vernor of the castle of Hardouinaye j where 
the prisoner was then confined, that the 
latter should be despatched by sword or 
poison ; but the governor nobly refused 
obedience to such an order , «as did also 



disait Charles v , vient de ce qu'O est coDsacr^ 
au prince des anges , et de ce qu'ii a et6 honors 
de miracles 6clatans. Vabbe Dcsroches, vol. 2, p. sa. 

* Accordihg lo M. de Roujoiix. — • See also the 
MS, of Jean Huynes. 
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sooiQ others to whom tha di;ke had made 
the sffiBe infamous propositioD. Finding 
however three wretches willing to fulfil his 
purposes, he abandoned his victim to their 
ferocity. The ruflSans, having ddfl^erated on 
the mode of destroying him , determined on 
Jlmviog thB unfortunate prince to die of 
hunger. Pressed by want , he placed him- 
self at the iron bars of his prisoqi window, 
:aiid uttered the most, piercing cries , and 
jagQoidiig 'groans. Some poor peasants who 
JiDard tk^m were touched with compassion^ 
but . th^y dared not render him any assis^ 
.tanice. 

A young woman however, yfiih the cha«- 
ractieristic tendem^s of her sex, could not 
resist the impression which his lamentations 
produced upon her heart, and,. at the risk 
of her life , succeeded , under the shades 
of nighl , in conveying to the femishing 
.GiUes , through the bars of his damp dun- 
geon , the coarse bread which she spared 
from her own frugal, meal , and she con- 
tinued every day to divide with the 
wretched man her black bread , and 
to convey to him a pitcher of water 
by night. 

The assassins, not having heard the cries 
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of ike ill-fated GUUm for some tinie , hc^ 

lieved him dead» aod opened lis dviiigeon; 
but what mort h^ve been their aBtoniah-^ 
meat when , instead of the corpae they 
expected to aee^, they found their tictim 
still alive ! Without seeking for ah cKpia* 
nation of so unlooked for a circumstuice , 
they resolred to despatch him by poison; 
but the quantity administered not proving 
sufficimtly powerful, it had no other effect 
than that of producing excessive dafeAityi on 
their vietim , who , perceiving that his 
death was near , asked his gaolers., aa a 
favour, to procure for him the consolalionB 
of religion , which they inhumanly iiefuied. 
Gitleg , in his despair , had recourse to his 
friendly maiden who still continued her usual 
visits to him , and stated his anxiety to 
see a priest : she had the happiness of pro^ 
curing for him a Franciscan friar % who 
following her io the dead of. n%ht , and 
descendio^ with her into the fosse , 
shrived the prince through the bars of his 
prison. 

When he was asked to pardon his bro- 
ther Francis, the ^natural man* prevailed, 
and he refused to do so. ** No, holy father,'' 
said the prince., ^^ no, this is not in my 
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'^poiver:! shall accuse this inktmiaa rela-* 
*^' tiye. ; I shall sammon himlMrfbre his \vtdge 
"^and iiime$ I charge yoB , I adjure you^ 
''0 father, whan I ihall be no more> 
"Co iofbrm my unnataral iMrotber of the 
"hidnrS>te state in vAich yoH Kave fonnA 
' ' me , and to tell him from me , that his 
"icnidty has beenahe sole causa of it; 
"acqMint. him with'aH the tigonies I 
' ' have QudfirDd , * aiid especially with the 
" misery wluoh I now suiier at his handl^^ 
'- 1 shall wait for hios before' the indgtti^Dt 
" seat of God ^ I cite him to appear there 
' ' forty days after my daath ; and God c#m-» 
" mands you , holy father , to gi^e* him 
"notice of this appeal II '* 

The laift words tirere scarcely .uttered^ 
when a ^leavy gvoan informed the monk 
that the prinoe had fallen back in his celL 
He called him , several times , in a low 
voice, but in vain, -^all was silent ^ per-^ 
ceiving that the day began lo dawn , the^ 
monk hastened to regain his convent; when 
arrived there , he prostrated himself before 
the altar in prayer. 

The assassins calculating upon the effect 
of the poison , entered the dungeon of the 
unfortunate Gilles, at the! dawn of the ensuing 
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day, whca 9 . to thtfir MtwIADient , tliejr 
foiiod hiflft . ii|icm bis tmekle bed-, siM 
ative. To put aa. end to im wiflfeijmjut , 
they t ^fisted a napkin round, his nefek and 
strangled him , — no diflicnlt^ taik ^ ior he 
was w nearly . dead , that he could he <Hily 
Sjud to breathe. • 

Jt was so contrived that the news of 
the death of GiUes^ reached the niuke of 
Brittany , at the moment , whedr the town 
of AvranelwB ,- which he luul besieged , 
capitulated. The report of the priso*- 
ner's ideath occasioned great dissatislac- 
tiOB^ among the soldiers , for though no 
one 4new the esBct details of the atro- 
cious case, all believed that the duke was 
no stranger io them r yet , in Ae joy of 
victory , on takiog Awranches , the Bretons 
forgot^ the crime of thear leader. 

Francis .howevei', counterfeited great 
sorrow for the death of his brother., and 
ordered a , grand mass to his memory in 
the church of Mont Saini-MickeL On the 
following day , the troops were again on 
their march homewards : as they crossed 
the sands so frequently alluded to, they 
were at some distance from the duko, 
who was in the rerq , accompanied 
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^ bywdy a nMfi nonl^er ot gervimts. He 

apptered. ndaiKii0ly,^*^pcrlMp8%as tkN^ang^ 
of % the itourder ^ be had perorated. A 
Francistan Bionk had pfaoed « faiofiself upon 
a small gtsaflay Utteoh \ on the sands , near 
the ' road Jby whieh the diike was oUiged 
to paess. .When Francis was «t the foot o( 
the eleratioiiy the, monk lummg bade his 
eowl, exposed his fiice, and addressed him 
hi .the /olloi^mg words: ** Uy Lerdi I have 
somethiiig of the greatest imporlauce to say, 
and that which coneerns yon alone. ' * — 
** Speak, holy father, "repfod ^he >dttke — 
taking off his heimel , thad: he might > hear 
hia!i better y ^uid mi^ng a sign for him to 
IbUow him to a tittle distance,' — *^ Arsi» you 
from Mont SaiiU^Michei?'' He then ad- 
ded :^' have I foi^otten something or some 
affair of yours ? I have given twenty 
ax>wns to the altar 'of the Vii;gin; and 

to you I " — *' It neitiier ccmcems 

me nor this world, M/^ns^f^n^or "interrupt 
ted the monk. * — Then in a stern voice 
he said : *^ Francis my lord , duke of Brit-* 
tany, I heard the coDfession of Monseigneut 
Gitlesj your brother, — a few days pre- 
" viously to his death, — in which he char- 
" ged me to cite jou , through my voice, 



I 



*9 



>» 



»> 



>f 



9 t 



M 



•, 



to ap{Msar fiirty days a&er his death t 
ba&we Goi^itt6 answ^Fiat^hii tribunal fop 
the unfttsk treatment he bad already- en- 
dured 9 and then terrible death be was 
about to suffer s tfanMaIgh y<Mir mtMia. I 
now deliprer to yoit the charge that lie 
who. id .deftd enjoioedto me, which ^ 
as a mimrter of God , I was bound to 
tec^ne. I warn and' adTise you to 
think Itpon this matter , and most ^eai^ 
neally and cbsYoutly do I pray that God 
may* have pfity and mercy oui ycru. Francis j 
duh'Of Briitany, 1 suminan you m the 
nanw 0f Gilles your^ Araiher > who t»ui 
b0»efy murdered J, to tbe/trlbuaud of God.^-^ 

I aUMfON yob! --►I SUKQIDN TOlj! — I scruMopr 
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The monk rapkced Jbis oowl and depatn^ 
tod. 

. The'^agitated and humbled duke was atta- 
cked ^m the- sami evening by an inflaln- 
matory fever , and , exactly belbre the 
exphratuMi of the forty days , €Khau6ted , 
by disease and remorse ^ he vms' ott his 
death bed*. 



* See HuL de Bretagne by Charles Taillandier , vol. 
t , p. 34. — Boudent-GodtUnUr^ , Notke HUtorique. 
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Ta reliHTQ to mar dry detafls , when 
JoHvei quitted &e monadtory , the mofilLs 
elected &r his suoceitor Jfmn Goanauk ) 
but LouU d' Estouteviile j viho had do bra- 
vely f epulaed the English ^ Irad suiSeieqt 
inlBlMfit, with, the king aiul thift pope$ td 
bav& this |Jok abbey presented^ to his bn^- 
ther, cavdiaal GuiUaun^ d^Esimtenille , who 
iVas the first abbdt camnmdi^aire '. 

This was a. ntw b^it fatal era * to the 
mimastery , -^ for ' the abbots cammeHda'- 
imr$s, always afaMnt from their abbey, had 
no iotMest in it, excepting that of receiving 
the immense revenues ^, which Atey exacted 
so. rigidly as ^ disaitew., even the- least 
deihioticm for vepains. 

It is however but '^just to Guiitaume 
d'EstouteviUs to etate , that he was an 
houorabie, exception., for he commenced %ht 
rebuilding of the choir , which had been 
in ruins since it fell in 1421 \ — The 



* Comtnettdatory » one trho holds a living^ in 
oonnntodsM. 

^ According^ to the G4ographie de Narmandie, v(d« 1. 
This abbey had, so late 4s I7e9, 40,ooo liv. rwL 

> Neustria Pt'a, Gallia. Ckriitiana, USS.of Thomoi 



works which he coJEnmenced were so magDi- 
ikent, that, iays flam Hvynes , " if they 
had continued , this church would have 
J>een the most beautiful iu France^ " — 
When he tisited .. his abbey for the first 
and last time , in 1 45d , the expanses of Ae 
works which had been proceeding for sii 
years. , appeared to him so very exorbf* 
tant that he suspended them. 

The edifice consequently remained in an 
imperfect state. The piltars of the circum^ 
ference ^ forming the lower sides , ^ere 
only raised ^ high as the chapels. 

GuiUaumff d* EstouievUle died at Rome in 
1/192^ bequeathing immense wealth '. His suc- 
cessor Andri Lauren a regular abbot who 
lived until the year 1 3 00 , glazed 'all the 
windows of the chapels and of the 
church with rich painted glasf ', of which 



* Ge grand homme devint le doyen du sacr6 
college 9 et PhilelphQ Tappelle columna et columen 
S. Soman® Ecclesiae. J/ahh4 Desroches, vol. a, p. t77. 

La mort du cardinal d'£stouteyiile arr^ les tra* 
yaux du nouveau choeur. Ces travaux languirent 
sous son successeur, et ce ne fut qu'en 1521 qu*ils 
furent achey^s. M» de Cihiehamp, Euai Ard^iologique, 

^ Qui fit peiadre sur les vitres des chapelles 
liAties par le cardinal, ses armes, rhistoire de la 
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scarcely a ' particle is now reinaiiiiog , nor 
ie¥en of -that which was put in at a later 
period by Jean de Lamps. 

Guiilaume de Lamp$ > the successor of 
Andri Laare s and 34^ abbot , raised the 
piUars * wl^h d'Estouteville had left unfi- 
nished, to the siecond tier of windows ; con»- 
pleted the outer pillars and galleries , with 
their railings upon the cfaapek ; he also cons- 
tructed the stair case — still remaining — * 
l||hich conducts from the corps^e-gmrde to 
the church ; but the improvements, to 
which he sacriiiced the whole of his re- 
venues , did not end here , for he bu3t what 
is termed the cmfps-^de^ogis ^ and effected a 
communication between it and the churcb , 
hy throwing a bridge over the grand stair 
case ^ he also formed the targe cistern , and 
repaired some serious injuries which th^ 
nave and cloister had sustained from light- 
ning , the year before his death , which 
took place in 1 5 1 o ^. 



fondalion de ralA>aye, et le sacre des rols de France. 
L'dUM Desrodhes, vol. 2, p. 178. 

* Newtria Pia, Gallia Christiana. 

3 See MS. Dom Huyne$ which has furnished us 
vith the^ partici^lars. 
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Two of hb brothers were then monks 

of the abbey , and one of them — Jean de 
Lamps — was elect)ed abbot. This indKidtial 
who was the lust of the regular abbots 
completed the chour and ornamented its 
windows with very befiutifuUy painted glass. 
This magnificent choir^ which was coi9f>le- 
fed in i54i (observes M* de Gerville), was 
the latest remarkable c^jiistruction on Moni 
Saint-MicheL 

A great part of the monastery was again 
consumed by fire in i564\ and five y^ars 
haviog elapsed without ev^K preparations 
for repairs, the monks applied for, and 
obtained a decree from the pailiament^ at 
Rouen, to compel Franfois Leroax y the 
abbot , , to have some works executed. Dh* 
satisfied with the decree, this ecclesiastic 
exchanged his abbey for that of Saints- 
Mdaine in the dioctsc of Rermea ^ with 
Arthur de Cosse, bishop of Coulances ^, who 



* Arsit ejus tempore 7 junii anni 1564 monas* 
terium , ad ejus damna resarcienda anno 15^9 par- 
lamenti Botomagensis decreto damnatus, Franciscus 
Leroux permuta^it cum sequenti (Ariunis de Coise) 
comnmtatario sandi Melauii Redomdnsis anlio 1570. 
Sallia ChnsUana, vol. xi, p. 531. 

^ Dom Hwynes paints the character of this man in 
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displayed no more zeal for the renoration 
of this monastery than his predecessor had 
nfraiiifested *. 

'As' if the disasters already mentioned 
had not been sufficient to desolate this ce- 
rebrated monastery , a new scourge came 
upon it. 

Every thing seems to have conspired 
against tlie existence of this beautiful buil- 
ding , but an indefatigable zeal struggled 
for its preservation ; and , as if by a special 
protection , it always rose from Its ashes , 
more grand and magnificent than before 
its combustion* 

The particular scourge to whteh we now 
allude is the civil war with the Hugue- 
nots. During the fury of those times the 
place suffered greatly from unexpected and 
hostile irruptions , which , notwithstanding 
the ties of blood and friendship , the 
identity of language and proximity of abode , 
^oo fatally favoured. 
1 * We are not writing a history of the re- 

the blackest colours, whilst Rouault, in liis lirns 
of the bishops of Coutanee$, speaks big^hlj in his 
praise. 

* ' thfn Huptei , p. S8. 
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fbrmation , yet from its imoiediale counexi<m 
.with the subject of our ^york, it is neces- 
sary to enter into some local circumt- 
fauces respecting it. The reformers (A. D. 
i558) as a party began to influence not 
only the nation. /and the parliament, but 
the intrigues of the court itself. 

From the year 1662 to the reign of 
Hciiry iii inclusive , more than fourteen 
thousand persons were massacred in the 
diocese of Avranches alone *. 

At the head of the protestant party was 
Gabriel de Larges, count of Montgammery \ 
who had caused the death of Henry a 
at a tnurn^ment in i559. ^^ ^^^^ ^^~ 
casion the king had persuaded Mont gam-- 
mery to bre£^ a lance with him ' ; they 
tilted in due form ; their lances, were shi- 

^ 27 years. L'iUM Detroehes^ vol. 2, p. 209. 

^ His father had bought the county of that name. 
— Gabriel was born at Pantorson and he married 
ElUdbeth de La louche. The knights of I/n-ges had 
an old casOe at Bucey , the ruins of which served 
to build the one which is now standing. They had 
also a noble mansion at PonUtrson , where they 
irequently resided. (See Chartrier de M- le vicomt^ 
de Guiton.) 
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vered fai the shock , and a splinter pehe- 
tratiilg the king's vizor, inflicted a doep 
wound over his left eye. He was immediately 
carried to hb palace, whi^:e he lingered 
for twelve days, and expired the lo^ of 
July iSSg. 

' Montgomfnery s the innocent cause of this 
disaster ^ thought it prudent to abscond , 
and being most unrelentingly pursued as 
^n assassin by the cruel Catherine de 

m 

^ MidicU s he placed himself for security at 
the head of the calvinistic party, of which 
he became the main support. 
^ There is scarcely a family of any im- 

portance in the diocese of Avranches ^ 
which has not some traditions and histo- 
rical proofs of the various cruelties and 
incendiari^ committed by him and his 
parly. 

Montgommery had all the gold and sjUlver* 
plate which he had pillaged , from the 
cathedral of Avranches and other churches 
in the diocese conveyed to Mont TQmbelinej, 
which belonged to him', where, to supply 
^ the immediate necessities of his troops , he 

1^ converted it into gold and silver coins. 

I 
i 

*TaNf4 Deirockei, vol. %^* nu 
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Not many yedrs ago an ingot of gold 
and some pieces of money of his coining 
were found on the Island*. 

While the war of the league was raging, 
and when cardinal Ftanpois de Joyeu$e 
was abbot of the monastery of Mont Saint-' 
Michel, some protestants, in the summer 
of i5'77, tried to take possession of it by 
the following stratagem ^ 

Twenty nine men, disguised as pilgrims, 
but armed with poignards and concealed 
fire arms , obtained admission into the place, 
took possession and remained masters of it, 
during twenty-four hours. They filled some 
monks, disarmed the soldiers and staUbed 
one of the centin^ls on guard , who pre« 
ierred death to the surrender of his %word. 
M. de Vieques » lieutenant ofk comte de 
Matignon, the catholic chief, arrived the 
'hext day, with a few followers , before the 
rock , and retook the fortress by a capi- 
tulation , which allowed the temporary 
occupiers to retire '• 



< L'lMi De$rache$ , vol. 3 » p. 211. 

^ MS. of Jean Huynes. 

^ Thomas Le Roy relaMs the same event. 
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For this , Rend de Batamay g the com^ 
maudiiig officer who had thus surrend^- 
ed , was deposed by Heiiry iii , and 
the tieuT de Ficques made gov^nor of the 
fortress in his place ; he was the firsl 
individual who bore that title. 

Ma8$eville does not relate the circums- 
tances of this exploit of Duiouchei in the 
same way , and he says that it liappen-* 
ed in 1575. The following is his Tortton 
of it 

Captain Dutouchet , a gentleman who 
lived with Dam from ^ engaged thirty cal- 
vinists to disguise themselves as pilgrims, 
to obtain an entrance into the fortifica* 
tions , promising to join them with a 
strong force soon afterwards. They selected 
for this ^cmpf^de-^main Madelaiu^'s day, 
knowiqg that most of the inhabitants of 
the place wopld go in procession to a 
neighbouring parish , old tliat day. Arrived 
at the rock , they were joyfully received by 
the monks , who anticipated a rich har^ 
vest from the offerings of so large a com- 
pany. On entering, they left (as the regu- 
lations of the place required) all their 
apparent arms , with the corps-de-garde. 
They ascended to the c^^tle : then Went into 
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the church , where they sung their psafm^ 

and prayed their prayers ; and, when if 

was time' to exhibit the presents which 

they intended for Mdnseigneur Saint Michel j 

they produced an article admirably adapted 

for an offering to the ^^ first knight * ". 

Each man drew his sword from under his 

cloak I and flashed it in the eyes of the 

astonished monks , seized Precontant , the 

governor of the place , and killed the 

monks and priest who had said mass for 

them. 

In the mean time the inhabitants who 

were in the corps-^e-'garde , of the outer 

gate , near the beach , perceiving Datouchet 

coming full gallop , with a troop of well 

armed knights , closed the door so that 

Dutouchet was obliged to retire and leav6 

his accomplices shut up in the castle , 

without the probability of escape. De 

Vieques J without loss of time, went in great 

* haste to ji tranches ^*yfheTe he assembled a 

few gentlemen and some companies of 

infantry , which he conducted to the 

island. The thirty adventurers ^ who were 

in the eastle , seeing that they were with- 

^ The archangel himself. 
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oat hope of succour , if ere compelled to 
sarreoder. Thrde gjeutlemen ivho vrere 
amongst them were beheaded, and nearly 
all the rest were hung, because they had 
undertaken this foolish enterprise , with- 
out the orders of their general, the prince 
of Conde. 

On the b^ of December 1 589 , during 
Tempers, shortly aft^ the death of Henry iii \ 
the huguenots of Pantarson and . its en- 
virons , headed by Montgammery de Lorge$ % 
surprised, says the annalist', the towiu 
of Mont Saint "Michel^ and, during the 
four days in which they had posses- 
sion of it , they pillaged and ill treated 
all the inhabitants ; but as soon as de 
Vkques, who was absent, received intel- 
ligence of what had happened , he returned 
with all the haste possible , and entering 
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* Henry died August 2 , 1589. Henry of B(mrh(m 
was summoned to the dying monarch who decla- 
red him his successor ; but warned him that ho 
could never reign over France unless he abandon- 
ned the creed of Calvin. 

3' Was the son of the great captain who was 
beheaded in 1574. 

^ Chartrkr de JV. de Gmtan, 
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by wdys unknown to the enemy , «o 
surprised his new guests , that they 
retreated , without striking a blow , to 
Pantorsan > which stili hdd out for the 
league. 

In the. year 1 690 » de Ficques was killed 
at the siege of Fantarsan , whilst fighting , 
says the same writer , in the tause of the 
church of God. The due de Mercosur 
aj^ointed BoUiuti as his successor. 

This governor , continues M» de GuUtm, 
signalized his entrance into office by a 
(lingular destruotion of a numerous band 
of huguenots. 

^^ On Michaelmas day Ar D. iSgi , de-* 
pending upon the word of a soldier of the 
garrison whom they had corrupted, the 
knights x>f Spurdeval ^ Chasegwy, Montgom^ 
mery ^, and other protestant chiefs , i^x the 
dead of night, headed a co^iderable troop 
to surprise the place. The time seemed 
favourable to the undertaking , the air being 



* A son of that Uontgommery who had caused ttie 
death of, Henry 11. The father was taken prisoner 
at iMmfront and condemned to lose his head upon 
the scaffold by that *' she- wolf of France '' Catherinp 
de Medicis, 
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cbarged with such dense vapours and 
thick, fogs , that they arrived without beuig 
seen, Oa the noiih side of the rock there 
was a small opening , like a trap door , 
(through which the monks used to intn^ 
duce certain provisions) so little that it 
was hardly reckoned among the weak points 
of the fortification , and a single nian was 
trusted with the safe^guard of it. This indi- 
vidual tempted under particular circums^ 
tances stated below \ had arranged with the 
assailants that, when on duty there, he 
would betray the place to them ; the means 
were then agreed upon, viz, that the 
soldiers should be drawn up in the night 
by the machine with which the monks 
raised 'up the provisions for the place ; and 
the monastery would undoubtedly have 
been taken , if the soldier had hot repented, 

* Grax de oe lieu qui tombaient entre leurs 
mains, ^iaient sur-Ie-duunp mis d mort, ou r^serv^s 
pour le gibet. Un jour, ayant pris un des soldats 
de la garnison, et loi ayant mis le couteau d la 
gorge , Us lai dirent qiie , s*fl voulait sauver sa vie , 
il promtt de leur livrer €ette abbaye, et que de 
plus fls lui donneraient bonne somme d*argent. Ge 
pauvre bomme , se voyant si proche de la mort , 
accc^pta Foffre et toucba 200 6cus. See Vdbbe Desrocha 
and CkarirUr de M. de GuiUm. 
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aod told all that had passed to the gayer*' 
nw, who pardoned him and ordered him 
to perform what he had promised. *-« 
Mantgommery crept along the desert sands 
wilh his adherents and stood under the 
trap > door. The governcnr , exhibited the 
signal, light above , as agreed upon , and 
in a little while the tackle came slowly 
down, swinging to and fro in the night 
wind, and at length reached the bottom. 
The man, selected to lead the forlorn hope^ 
clasped, his l^s round the iron cleek ; the 
friend aibo^e no sooner felt the we%ht upon 
the line than he^ drew him up, and MmP- 
gammery and his men ^w , with intense 
anxiety , their companion mount - into th^ 
air and disappear • within. 

^ ^The decks again rattled upon the ground; 

— the second m^n ascended — the third — 
the twentieth — the fiftieth. — The ninety* 
eighth — and there wa^ no warlike sound ! 

— still the rope descended yand the cleeks 
rattled on the ground: Montgommery began 
to fear for the success of his enterprise* 

" Wishing to know what had been the 
fate of his men , a long spar of timber 
was placed upright against the rock, with a 
block and cord which the assailants had with 
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them , firmly attached to it. Then Mont-- 
^ommery Caused his page, In vrhom he had 
the greatest confidence , to be drawn up. 

' * The spectacle which met the eyes of the 
youth appeared, for several minutes, to have 
the efiect of enchantment, both upon his 
heart and limbs. He hung there , helpless 
and alone , without a single idea either of 
advance or retreat entering into his mind : 
a kind of stupefaction came over him , and 
at one' time he seriously believed that he 
was in a dream. By the light of a torch 
within, he saw that the narrow stair like 
place into which he looked was discharging 
a streak of Mood into an abyss below , 
where he could distinguish^ in the midst 
of the obscurity , an irregular mass of hu- 
man heads and headless bodies. Opposite 
to him stood a man with arms bared to the 
shoulder, whose ferocious yet stupid glare, 
fixed upon an immense sword which he 
wielded with both hands, made his skin creep. 
The silence of the place , only interrupted 
by the splashing of the blood as it fell from 
step to step, — the red wavering light , which 
gave a phantasmagoric appearance to the 
whole scene — and the tarrific form of 
the headsman , who looked like a demon ^ 
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— all had luch aa effect upon bis imagi- 
nation that, when three other figures ap- 
peared , with the suddenness ^nd silence of 
spiritual beings, lie imagined for a moment 
that he beheld only the creation of a dis- 
ordered brain. 

"One of the three figures, however, was his 
own comrade , whom he had seen but a (evr 
minutes before drawn up into this den of 
blood by the wretch whom Montgommerj 
had imagined to be his friend. His arms 
were pinioned , and his mouth gagged. 
When they reached the executioner , his two 
conductors bent him down , without a 
word , upon a block of stone , ,and , in an 
instant, his head bounded down the steps. 
Another victim was brought up in the same 
inanner , and shared the same fate y — an- 
other, — and another I — the ninety-eighth 
man! ! * — A cry of unrestrained agony burst 
from the heart and horror stricken lips 
of the spectator , which startled the group 
of assassins while his friends below, lowered 



< Et ils mireDt ainsi k mort juscpi'au nombre de 
quatre-vingt-dix-huit , dont quarante-deux de 
Pontorson. Charlrier de M. de Guiton ; Vabbe Des- 
Koche$. 
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him from his terrible position , ^ith the 
speed of lightning. 

"As Montgommery retired. with the remain- 
der of his party , in rage and dismay , they 
heard a shout of hoarse laughter from the 
ramparts , miogling with the sounds of the 
night wind , as it moaned along the waste *." 

We still see, on the north side, this 
opening , and it is called la Porte de Mont-' 
gommery. 

In June following , the protestants of 
Pontorson made another unsuccessful mid- 
night attempt at a surprise \ 

As the well secured garrison had been 
proof against capture in that way , a nume- 
rous body of protestants (in i594) with a 
captain named Courtits^ at their head , attack- 
ed it openly. Through a breach which they 
effected by a mine they entered the town ; 
but were repulsed, after their captain had 

• 

* L'aJM Desroches, Histoire du Mont Saint-Michel; 
HuyneSj MS. n® 22; Cousin, MSS. ; Chartrier de 
M. de Guiton; Gallia Christiana; Neustria Pia; Tra- 
veUing sketches on the sea-coasts of France, by Leitch 
Ritchie, esq. 

2 See Chartrier de M. de Guiton. 

' L'abbe Desroehes. 
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been wounded or killed by a shot from an 

arquebuse. 

In 1 592 , the jg[OTemor BoUiusi , in con- 
sequence of some complaidts which the 
monks had made of his administrs^n ^ 
was replaced by order of the due de 
MerccBur , who then appointed CA/'^noyf- 
Faulovel', in his place. 

Boissu$d, irritated at the conduct of the 
monks, threw himself into the protestant 
party, and, determining on revenge, as- 
sembled a considerable body of men in th^ 
environs of Pontorson , on the 2']^ of Sep- 
tember 1 595 , and set out to surprise the 
fortress. He was in some measure success* 
ful, for he took possession of the town^^ 
which he pillaged, and, forgetting that he 
before had been the protector and defender 
of the inhabitants , put all of them to fire 
and sword : the castle however , his gi*and 
object , defied his assault , and he was 
oblige^ to retreat, leaving a great number 
of his men slain. 

We shall mention only one more 'attack 
on this celebrated fortress , which will shew 
the reader |hat in those times the victo-* 

* Chartrier de M* de Gui(on» 
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rious did not deiiy themselves the luxury 
of revenge. 

This attack was made on the a3'^ of 
may i5g6* by the marquis de Betle^Isie^, 
.** who * had left ;tfae party of the league , 
and attached himself to the king, in the 
hope of obtaining the baton of a marshal 
of France. To the application of his friends 
Henry iv answered coldly : ** let htm be 
satisfied with my gaod graces, I ovfe 
nolhing to those who bring me nothing, " 
Belle^Isle understood the reply , and detei^ 
mined that his first gift should be thie 
fortress pi Saint^Michel ^ then governed by 
Latoucke de Kerolent , an old friend and 
comrade of his own. " ^ 
* Accompanied by a band of Iresolute men 
{5oo, according to Davila),he crossed the 
sands with the ostensible purpose of visi- 
ting the governor. They were admitted with- 
in the walls without hesitation , and the 
last gate of the castle was opened for his 
reception ; but the guard , on his assert- 
iiig the right of the whole of his suite to 
enter with him , refused. Bell€^l$k ion the 



'* Charlrier de M. de &ut7on ; MS. de Jean Huynes ; 
MS> of Cousin , etc. 




MMtaot drew bis sword, killed the lerieant 
and corporal on duty , forced the post and 
rnshed with all bis men into the middle 
of the abbey. 

The soldiers and servants within, alarm- 
ed by the clash of "arms , repaired to the 
place; the assailants, however, succeeded 
in driving the defenders from post to post, 
even though the monks themselves joined 
In the combat. Latouche fought like a madman , 
though not so much for his fortress, as 
for revenge on his false friend. -— > When all 
wais hopeless , and he himself was covered 
with wounds , he determined to die in the 
effort. He entered once more into the midst 
of the combatants , succeeded in clearing 
a way to his enemy, and the two former 
comrades engaged hand to hand. Betk-Isle 
was slain by a pistol-shot fired by the valet- 
de-chambre of the governor, and the party 
of the assailants panic struck on findibg 
themselves without a chief, took to flight 

The spot where Bei/e-Isle fell, and the 
window through which the shot which 
killed him was fired, are pointed out to 
the visitor. 

Ma&seville relates this affair differently. 
He says that the governor's name was Cair^ 
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nuiriin, and that out of respect to the title 
of marquis, he allowed Belle-Isle to enter, 
but that, aa soon as he {Belle-Isle) had 
passed the gate, the serjeaut of the guard 
closed it , and shut out his numerous fol- 
lowers. The marqutS' insisted on their 
being allowed to enter i the serjeant was 
firm in his refusal , and , at length , the 
former exclaiming loudly against the want 
of respect manifested towards him , drew 
his sword and ran it through the body of 
the Serjeant. Cairmartin then on the ins- 
tant slew the marquis, and thus terminated 
the enterprise. 

Masseville adds that Antoinette d'OrUahs, 
daujghter bf the due de Longueville^ and wi- 
dow of the marquis, i^ribed a soldier to kill 
Cairmartin J, which he found an opportu- 
nity of doing : the soldier was afterwards 
taken by the grand-prSvost ' of Normandy , 
and hung , in spite of the most earnest 
solicitations of the friends of the marquis \ 

Two years afterwards , the protestants of 
Pontorson^ nothing disheartened, made an- 



* The marquis de Belle-hie wbose name was Charles 
de Gimdi > came to France with Catherine of. M^dicU, 
He vas a son of marieluU de Retz, 
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other iiusucccssful attempt 10 surprise this 
place. — But as it would fatigue the reader 
to attend to any more details of this des* 
cription , we will here conclude the mili- 
tary events. 

. Mont Saint-Michel qontiaued in the occupa- 
tion of those who were faithful to the league 
till the duke de Mercosur made his peace with 
Henry iv and surrendered to him in 1698. 

Henry taking advant^e of the truce 
{which took place after he had invested 
Amiens) to arrange the prdiminaries for the 
peace of Vervinsj led an expedition in person 
against the duke of Mercosur , who still 
held out in Brittany. Intimidated however 
by the approach of the king, he offered to 
submit ; and proposing to give his daugh- 
ter and heiress in marriage to Henry's son 
by Gabriette d'Estrees, he obtained favou- 
rable terms. That illegitimate soc^ was Caesar, 
created duke of Venddme. 

Thus Henry succeeded in allaying the 
internal troubles of his kingdom and satis- 
fying the just desires of the Huguenots by 
issuing the famous decree of Nantes ^ by 
which the reformers were to enjoy freedom 
of worship in all the towns where their 
creed tlicn prevailed. 
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Though we have conchided those mitilary 
events , ^bich we considered it necessary 
to relate, we have not yet noticed all the 
conflagrations on Mont Saint-Mtchel ; from 
the extraordinary number of which, one 
woiild be led to suppose that its edifices 
are doomed , eventually , to perish by the 
element which has hitherto failed to an- 
nihilate them. 

In 1694^ the choir of the church .was 
again struck by lightning , the upper 
part of which was entirely destroyed , and 
the bells were melted ; but, says an his- 
torian ^, ^ the time for vast and colossal builr- 
dings had passed , and the riches and, glory 
of the abbey were lost with the regular 
abbots. ' 

Franfois de Joyeme^ abbot commendataire ^ 
making no effort to repair the damages 
(and it was not the want of means which 
prevented him, for he held several valuable 
benefices], a parliamentary decree was issued, 



* In 1594 the lightning fell upon the helfrey; 
according to tiie MS. of the learned J)om Huynes , 
page 70 9 *' la pyramide 6tait des plus hautes du 
royaume. 
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compelling, him to restore the three pillars 

at the eDtrance of the church and the 
steeple : m the latter he placed four bells 
Ivhich went by his name *. At present there 
is only one, and whether it is one of those 
four or not, we do not know. In 1776 
another fire brdke out , which , though but 
partial did much damage : little trouble was 
taken to repair the injury occasioned by 
this conflagration , the effects of which are 
still plainly visible. 

In the period of time which intervened 
between this and the last fire (which oc- 
curred in 1834)9 we have to notice- that 
great national convulsion which shook the 
whole of the civilized world : we allude to 
the revolution of 1 793 , when the people of 
France , excited by the insulting airs of 
superiority, which a domineering aristocrat 
cy then assumed towards them , and thdr 
exclusion from any participation in the 
professional appointments and official pri- 
vileges , which should be free to every 
member of the social system, violently and 
abruptly reverted to the first abstract prin- 
ciples of rule, as if there never had been 

* See Dom Huynes; Gallia Christiana. 
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laws uor a constitutioa iu France; and as 
Mirabeau once observed , ^ overset in one 
evening what it had taken ages to put 
t<^ther • ' 

The great state vessel struggled in the 
Storm , and was steered according to thei 
disposition of the pilot, who happened to 
seize the helm : on the first outbreak of 
the national tempest, when the mad expe- 
riment of substituting human wisdom f<Nr 
divine was tried ; when the laws of God 
were superseded in a nation's councik, by 
the wild and irregular decrees^ of impious 
rulers , and ^ crime and anarchy prevailed ; 
when a mild and generous king with hb 
unoffending family was sacrificed to the 
rage of an ungodly and infuriated people , it 
<»uld not have been expected that sacred 
edifices , churches , priories and abbeys , 
would have escaped from destruction in the 
revolutionary vortex, by which every des- 
cription of property was for a time ab- 
sorbed. 

The archangel Michael , may be said , to 
have then abandoned his temple at the 
Mount ; and the place, which religion , his- 
tory, poetry, and painting, had combined 
to render celebrated , became a prison for 
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a crowd of felons and political delinquents^ 
for whose accominodation and employment 
the nave of the church was converted intd 
work 'shops. 

It was in one of those rooms that the 
last great fire broke out , the origin of 
/ which is not known , though its disastrous 
eflfects are but too 'vbible : — it did great 
injury to the abbey, and it left the town 
nearly a heap of ashes ; — the shops , ma* 
chinery, and every thing else in the nave 
were quickly consumed ; and the roof did 
not escape the fury of the flames ; an(^ had 
not the garrison , the vicar , the chaplains 
of the house , and even the prisoners them- 
selves , rivalled each other in ardour and 
devotion , every perishable material must 
have been destroyed ; but by their exertions, 
the most interesting portion of the edifice, 
— the choir — Was saved without injury; 
and the ckdteau and a portion of the town 
were also preserved by the prompt assis- 
tance rendered. It is worthy of remark 
that not one of the prisoners attempted 
to make his escape at such a moment of 
confusion ; every one exerted himself to his 
utmost, except the inhabitants of the town, 
who , alarmed by the intensity of the flames, 
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laboured only to sate their own effiscts. 

The French government awarded to- 
M. l*aM>4 Lecourt , one of those w^o, shew- 
ed great courage and intrepidity, the de- 
coration of the Legion of Honour ; and to 
Af. Tenci^ a master lock<*'Smilh , of Avranches ,' 
who was accidentally in the town , a silver 
medal. Several of the prisoners confined for 
political offences , were liberated, in consi- 
deration of their disinterested and strenuous 
exertions ^ 

No lives , we believe, were destroyed; but 
the damage to the buildings and their pro- 
perty was estimated at 4^)000 fr. or about 
i,64o«^; the whole however of what was 
injured has been fully renewed. Some of thd 
{»isoners , not in restraint for political offen- 
ces , were transferred to Doulknsj and the 
number detained on the island has beed' 
so reduced . since , that the church is set 
apart exclusively for divine service, except 
the nave, which is used as a refectory for 
the prisoners. 

Since the revolution the abbey has been 
used a^ a prison for the convicts of manj 

* Boudent'Godeliniere , Notice Hisiorique iur 1$ Mottt 
Smnt-'Michel. 



departmeiito , of whom tkere hate been 
leyen or dght hundred imprisoned at one 
linie \ The goveniment hate now established 
different manufactories there ^ with the in- 
tention of alleriating the misery of the con- 
denmed by affording to them occupation , 
and enabling them to accumulate a sum of 
money, in order that each indiyidual, on 
leaying the prison > may have something to 
supply his immediate wants, and not, as 
has been too often the case , be depen- 
dent upon the charitable portion of the 
public I for his means of support , until 
he can find work. 

During the reign of terror, the strong 
castle served as a prison; and three hun- 
dred priests , who from their age and in- 
firmities could not be banished , were 
shut up in it. 

The monastery, as must be supposed, 
has lost , besides its former importance , most 
of its wealth , and the first serious diminu- 
tion of that, may be said to ha<e commenced 
when its great revenues in England were 
sequestrated by Henry v and Henry vi. 

As we have already shetva by the MSS. 



which have reached us , that Saini Aixbert 
was the first Ipetson who erected -^ at 
least upon the summit — a house of wor- 
ship , we haye the same authorities for stat- 
ing that he first endowed it. After he 
discovered water of sufiicient purity , he 
established twelve monks to serve the ar- 
changel upon the Mount ,. to whom he 
assigned considerable revenues , for he 
presented to them the villages of Huisnes 
and Genits \ 

It at one period possessed considerable 
property also in the parish of BretteviUe; 
and Robert de Thorigny , the abbot , with 
the other barons of the province , attended 
a court tbat Henry ii , duke of Normandy, 
assembled at Caen^ A. D. 11712, to make 
a declaration of their aggregate revenues : 
— Tlwrigny • named a number of vassab 
holding feofs under him at BretteviUe ^ for 
which , he says , he had received homage 
either at Mont Saint-Michel or at his ma- 
nor of BretteviUe. 

Those estates were given to the abbey by 
the duchess Gonnor , when she was in 



< Dom Huynes , MS. no 22 , on Mont Saint-MicheK 



widowhood after the death of Richard i 
which occurred A. D, 996. 

This benefactress , who was of Danish 
family , contributed large sums for the es^ 
pecial purpose of ^rebuilding the monas-* 
tery. ^' I am much alarmed ''^ said she in 
one of her charters, signed by Norgeot and 
the abbe Hildebert ^ ' in favour, of this ab- 
bey^ ** for the enormity of my sins , but 
is it not written that he who gives a glass 
of cold water in the name of a discipte , 
ihall have eternal recompense^?" 

The two churches of Saint-Pierre and 
Notre'^Dame of Brettevitle were also under 
the jurbdiction of this abbey , and there- 
fore exempt from paying any fees to the 
bishop of Bayeuxy as were also the pa- 
rishes of Verson^ Evrecy and Saint^Pair^ ^ 
of which this monastery had the patronage; 
but the abbot of Mont Saint-Michel was 
obliged to present, every year, at Christ- 



* Meorum immeDsitatem criminum metuens 

tfibuatur frigiti® aquae calix, nt sterna recipiatur 
merces Norgoti episcopi et HeLdeberli abbatis. 

MS. no 80. 

3 MS. n« 80. 
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mas and Easter, a cake of urax, a pound 
of incense and a poun|l of pepper, in 
aknowledgement that his rank was subor- 
dinate to that of the bishop \ 

Richard ii, who succeeded Richard i, 
A. D. 997, and was even more religious 
than his father , shewed to the monks , on 
e?^ occasion , the utmost respect , and 
carried this feeling to suoh an extreme as^ 
to take the lowest seat at taUe , whenever 
he eat with them. He presented to the ab- 
bey the advowson of Verson^ and the ba- 
rony of Saint-Pair with all its dependencies. 

Robert, who succeeded Richard ii, gave 
to the monks of Mont Saints-Michel^ Saint" 
Jean on the sea , and ail its dependencies, 
viz Dragey and its church, Poterel, Tissd, 
Tissdet^ GauU, Bray % Lande and BetleviUe \ 



* Ualtib6 de I/i Rue; Hi. Boudent^Godeliniere. 

^ Evrecy was given by Osbom d'Evrecy. 

^ firai ou £r6e est un village tres-ancien, sur una 
route romaine; on y voit une petite cluipeUe an- 
tique. UdJtM Desroches^ p. 161. 

* Ego Robertus concedo deniqoe in comitattt 

Abrincatensi villam quad dicitur sancti Johannis, si- 
tam supri mare , cum omnibus ad earn pertinen- 
tibus, videlicet Drageium cum ecclesi^, etPotsr^i 



the forest of Bivie, and all his rights ia 
the borough of Beuran. 

In the early part of the ii^ century , 
Jeatij^ successor of the celebrated Guitlawne \ 
presented to this abbey some gold and silver 
YaseSy , a crucifix and two angels in silver \ 
also some relics of Saint Laurent . which he 
had brought from Italy '» and a magnificent 
chalice upon which were engraven the na- 
mes of the artist and the donor ^ with an 
inscription praying Saint Michel to accept 
the present , and invoking a curse upon the 



et Tisseium , et Tiss6el , et Goolt , et Obreium , et 
Laodam , et Belleyillam , cum caeteris omnibus , 
silvam quoque qus dicitur fiiyia, cum silvulis qui- 
busdam aspicientibus ad eam, scilicet Grapout et 
Neiron, in eodem si quidem comitatu, dono et in 
perpetunm donatum esse toIo in burgo quod ap- 
pellalur Beurona quidquid in eo mei juris erat. 
MS. no 80. 

* Johannem ItaliA, partibus Ravenn®, constituit 
abbatem. Chronique de Saint Binigne de Dijon. 

Johannes Flscamnensis , post mortem WUlelmi , 
supponem monachum, in monte Sancti Michaelis 
constituit abbatem. Annakt Bened, de MdbUlon^ v. i» 
page 336. 

3 AnnaUi Bened. de MabiUan , vol. 4, p. 496. 

' Annates Bened. de MaUllon , vol. 4 , 386 » and 
Bobert du Mont. 
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man ^ho should even attempt to purloin 
it*. He also gave another chalice upon 
which were engraven the following words : 



** Hie Domini sanguis nobis sit vita perennis. 
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Edward of England, called the Confes- 
sor , also presented to the abbe^ of Mont 
Saint-Michel vfYvie he was in Normandy, a 
priory with all its lands , castles , and de- 
pendencies near the sea ^ ; — but , to parti- 
cularize or even to enumerate all the prio- 
ries — churches — villages — castles — forests 



* Vox evangelici bis bino flumine verbi 
Irrigat in quadrum sacro potamine mundom* 
Princeps c(Eligenum Supponis hoc accipe votum 
Condere Lambertum calicem jubet arte peritum, 
Coetibus Angelicis statuit quern Suppo fidelis. 
Hinc maledictus homo quisquis sublraxeris esto. 
AnnaUs i2e lUabiUon and Robert du Mont 

^ Carta de sancto Eduardo, rege Anglorum, pro 
prioratu Sancti Michaelis de Gomubi^. In nomine 
sanctsB et individuae Trinitaiis , ego Eduardus, Dei 
gratis Anglorum rex, dare yolens pr^tium redemp-. 

tionis animae meae vel parentum meorum tradidi 

sancto Michaeli archangelo in usum fratrum Deo 
servientium ineodem loco, sanctum Bf ichaelem qui 
est juxtd mare, cum omnibus appendiciis villis sci- 
licet , castellis , agris et caeteris attinentibus. Monasii- 
cum anglicum, vol. 1, p. 5S1. 
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— etc., which were graiifeed to thte cele- 
brated church , would take up much time 
in collecting, and would hot interest the gene- 
ral reader , for whom these pages are in- 
tended. It is sufficient for him to know 
that it was one of the richest monasteries 
of its times , and that the gold and silver 
vessels which it possessed were almost in- 
numerable ; for the faithful had been in 

* 

the habit of presenting to it from the ear- 
liest ages the most costly gifts. It is probable 
that many of those daring attempts to pos- 
sess the fortress , during the war of the 
league , were undertaken more to obtain the 
treasures contained there than from any 
other motives. 

Its celebrity dates from the earliest pe- 
riods , and it has been for ages immemoml 
a consecrated place. 

A locality so favourably situated for the 
mysterious rites of paganism became an ap- 
propriate altar for every dynasty of its 
Gods , but it was no unfit site for a tabernacle 
even to Him , ** who dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands '' : its remote and isolated 
situation , in the middle of a forest , or of 
a vast bay , seems to have rendered it pe^ 
culiarly venerable. 
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If it was enveloped in mysteries in the 
time of the Druids, it was no less so in 
the earlier days of Christianity ; and while 
ignorance and Superstition prevailed over the 
laud , it was obviously the interest and desire 
of each succeeding order of priests — pagan 
and unenlightened christian — to preserve the 
veil of secrecy and delusion , under which 
they imposed upon their respective votaries* 

It is, mainly owing to the agency of su- 
perstition » and the fame of the miracles 
which have been asserted to have taken 
place upon the Mount , that it has always 
maintained such an extraprdi^ary reputation* 
It is to the same causes al^o that it is in- 
debted for the numerous and illustrious 
pilgrimages , of which it has for so many 
ages been the object. 

And the imagination can well conceive 
the exciting effect of processions of pilgrims, 
chanting on their way thither their spiritual 
melodies , or singing the merry tunes with 
light hearts , when the priestly benedic- 
tion had dismissed them, shrived and sin- 
less : and the ear of Fancy can catch the 
echoes that repeated the sweet silvery sounds 
of the flute and the hautboy , as the fisher- 
mens' boats filled with pilgrims glided over 
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the smooth waters of the bay. Those who 
came from Germany , Italy and many parts 
of France formed themselves on the journey 
into a kind of Caravensera , which included 
entire famQies from the infant at the breast , 
to the octogenarian. 

Sometimes at the return of Crusaders, a 
martial scene contrasted with the pacific 
character. Troops of pilgrims soldiers with 
their warrior chiefs , were seen to descend 
the hills, and to approach the holy island 
with religious purposes. This custom of pif^ 
grimages, it is well known, was continued 
to the 1 7^ century , and was not entirely 
abandoned at its close. 

One of the earliest and most remarkable 
was that made soon after the erection of 
the first church. 

The pilgrims came from a country beyond 
England , where a prince of the name of 
Elga reigned \ This country is supposed by 
some to be Ireland ^; but, wherever situated, 



* Sciant cuncti quod alUs ultr4 Angliam in remo- 
lissimA qu&dam regione cui prseerat rex Elg^a nomine. 
MS. n» 24. 

^ Quidam putant ex HibemiA. Neustria Pia. See 
also (he History of Mont Saint-Uiehel , by FeuardenL 
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it was desoiated by a monstrous serpent , 
which came from the rocks and crawled 
over the low-l^nds , ejecting deadly poison 
which destroyed vegetation wherever it fell ^ 
while its pestilential breath infected the 
air to such a degree as to render the 
country uninhabitable \ In this sad extre- 
mity, the priests recommended the inha-' 
bitants to arm themselves , and march iit 
a body against the pestiferous monster , aftei* 
passing three days in prayer aind iasting, 
In order that they might propitiate the es-^ 
pecial protection of heaven. On the third 
day of prayer , all the people assembled in 
arms , and after solemnly recommending 
themselves to God , marched out of the 
town , with the priests at their head , and 
singing psalms , in search of the monster , 
which they soon found , but under appea* 
ranees somewhat startling : its mouth , 
armed with three rows of sharp teeth , was 
wide open , and besmeared with bloody 

* Quidam serpens intimuerat immanissimus, fiata 
et fetore imd nocivus, squamamm testitudine liii- 
sutuSy urbis horribiliter arstatus, veneno abundass, 
acbusta, herbas combureDSy hie animalia et homi- 
nes devastabat, et ipsum aciem anhelitu putido 
iuOciebat. MS. n^ 24. 
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froth. They valiantly darted their lances alt 
this terrible object , and advanced ; — but 
it lay immoveable, and for a very good 
reason , — it was dead ! ! They were asto- 
nished at its «asy destruction , but their 
.,n.^ became g«..„.„hen.oa^- 
proaching nearer , they saw between the 
creature's legs , a square buckler, and a short 
sword of such a singular shape that they 
did not even, know its use* They fell on 
their knjses, and duly acknowledged the 
majesty and .power of God. While th^ of* 
ficiating priest was pray\ng , Saint Michael 
appeared to him and said : — ^* I am Saint 
"Michael^ always in Jhe presence of the 
* * Supreme. I slew the , serpent , take the 
'/ arms to the mount which is consecrated 
"to me." The priest announced the cooh 
mands of the most High to the people ; 
and four were selected from amongst theip, 
to execute the orders* They were soon on 
their way to Mont Gargan , as they knew 
no other place consecrated to the archan^ 
geL But tho' they apparently moved, they 
did not advance nearer to the mount (which 
no doubt astonished them ) : and , having 
lieard on their road that the Archangel had 
performed great wonders on a mountain 
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called Tumia > tliey consulted together , 
kn4 theii bent th^ir steps towards this 
sacred place. When they arrived there » 
after j:*elating all that had happened, aind 
cobflrming ibeir story with an oath , they 
deposited the buckler and* sword, upon 
the altar of the church upon that is^ 
hind\ 

' One or two inore illustrations of the mar^ 
veUous , which are said to have hafppenect 
eVeo so iate ds the fourteenth century, may 
not be deemed superfluous , tvhen it is re- 
collected that all Christendom at tbat time 
believed those wonders, which the mOnks 
thought proper to relate. 

A knight, on a 'pilgrimage to M^nt Saint-* 
Michel , when on the vast strand vvhich 
surrounds it , was unexpectedly overtaken 
by the flowing tide. The waves roared and 
the winds howled around him ; — at one 
moment he was drawn into the def^ths of 
the waters , the next he was moving rapidly 
along on the top of a high wave ; — thus 
he was tossed to iand fro for a whole dav* 
At one time he was off Pontaubaut ^ but 
all the while invoking the archangel to 

^ MS, no 24, and ^eustria Pia. 
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assist him , and impIiciUy relying on las 
power : he was at length bnded at the foot 
of the Mount in full life and vigour, though 
his ho^se had died in the struggle*. 

Another cavalier, a few years after this, 
was also overtaken by the sea on the same 
sands , while on the same errand ; after 
being tossed by the waves and the currents 
for some time , he invoked the assistamce 
of Saint Michael, when , as he afterwards 
declared before the altar of the archangel, 
he felt as though he was assisted by a 
thousand men and horses (which had they 
been really such , could not have aided 
him there except by a miracle) ; he was 
shortly after safely^ landed on the shores at 
Saint-Jean-^le^Thamas. In this instance the 



* Non indevot^ k pils mentibus est consideran-> 
dum de peregrine qui, fer6 per septem leucas 
scUicet de latis prop6 montem in magno fluxu et 
accessu pungenti, per mare fuit portatus liisque ad 
locum qui dicitur Pontaubault gallic^, et iterAm 
idtri locum qui dicitur Tumha Hdmm^ equo sue 
mortuo, fuit vivus receptus; qui, dikm transifsC 
per antd montem portatus, im6 quasi raptiu, aib- 
sorptus, populo audiente i longd, ctemahat alt^ 
voce : Sainct Miehiel , aide. MS. «• U. 

Ad locum qui de PonlatAaMU if 5. n* 24. 



tot 

horse wds saved * , and Ihe lugh spirited 
animal carried the knight unflinchingly to 
the rock. 

Jean de la Porte, who died in i334 (^ys 
MS. n* 34), was a witness of the above , and 
numerous other miracles of a similar , and 
if possible of a more extraordinary nature '. 
— But we shall now proceed to relate pil- 
grimages better authenticated. 

Childebert 11 , was (according to Raoul) 



* See MSS. n* 24 and n* 34. 

^ Sanctissimo in Christo Johanni summo pontifici 
sui humiles oratores relig^iosi Tiri conventns mo- 
nasterii Montis.... pedum oscala beatorum sanctitaU 
vestrse significamns, et simul afBrmamus ^ratrem 
Johannem de PortA ^ abbatem nostrum et nostri 
monasteriiy & tempore decem et octo annorunk et 
ampliilis..^ nos et bona ben6 et fideliter et secmi- 
dtim Deum et regiilam nostram rexisse.... bona in 
statu debito consignAsse.... augment^se, et fuisse 
et esse religiosum vinim et honestum, humilitatey 
pietate, pace magnum , cordis et corporis munditia 
plenum y et justum, et in tribulationibus et perse- 
cutionibus propter justitiam patientem, bonae vifaB, 
bonse famse et conyersalionis hoaeslse , et aliis in 
spiritualibus et temporalibus Dei gratis circonspec- 
tus.... millesimo tricentesimo tricesimo terUo , die 
liartis post festum beat! MartiDi hyemalis. 

We have quoted the above to shew the value 
and importance of the witness. 



the first king of France who made a pU- 
grimage to Mont Saint-Michel ; — but this 
is an error , for he could scarcely have done, 
this before there was a church there : this 
king commenced his reign A. D. 676 , and 
died in 696 ; and though the historians 
differ as to the exact date when Saint 
Aubert built his chutch , the year 708 
( more than a century after that king's 
d6ath ) may be assumed as the period ; 
— we have reason to assert that Childe-- 
bert Illy who went there A. D. 710, was 
the first crowned head who bowed before 
the altar dedicated in that place to, the 
chief of heavenly warriors *. 

Richard 11, surnamed the good, fourth 
duke of Normandy, celebrated his. marriage, 
there, with Judith, princess of Brittany, A. D. 
loig, with great pomp and solemnity ^ 



. * Le roi de France, Ghildebert ni , y vint Fan 710. 
'^ Ge fut la premiere t6te couronn^e qui humilia son 
*' front devant Tautel eleve dans ce lieu, sous Tin- 
' ' vocation du prince de la milice celeste. ' ' MS. of 
Mont Saint'Miehd of Thomoi Lc Roy. — This MS. is 
only an abridgment of n* 22. L'ahbe Desroches^ vol. 1, 
page 107. 

^ Richardus secundus per legatos Judith petiit in 
connubium. Goiffredus, Britannorum comes, propo* 



\ 
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He laid the foundation , as we have ndready 
stated, of a lai^e church, in the place of 
that which had been destroyed by fire; 
and', if we believe Order k Vital \ he also 
ordered strong fortifications to be built. 

Edward the^ confessor , king of England, 
and grandson of Richard i, third duke of 
Normandy , appeared there in the pilgrim 

character. 

In io3o, Alain in , duke of Brittany, 
accompanied by the bishop of Dol and 
many barons , paid- their homage. * In the 
year following, Robert of Normandy, cdled 
the magnificent, and Alain in, met there 
to treat on political affairs^. 

About the year 1102, Robert, called 
short -^ thighs , son of William. the conque- 



situm ejus veroneo animo satageos accelerari, om- 
nibus quae ad tantum negotium eraut congnia 
praeparatis , earn illi deduxit usiq[ue ad limiiia 
archangel! Michaelis ; ibi dux illam competent! 
honore suscepit, sibique legitimo jure junxit. Chartt 
de la fondation de Vabhay^ de Bernay.--^ Charter of ike 
foundation of the abbey ofBernay^ lib. 11, cap. 13. 

^ Ricbardus secundus auxit.et defensavit ccenobit- 
Sapcti Michaelis in periculo maris. 

^ HUtoire de Breta^ne^ by Lc^intau^ vol. 1. . 
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tor f Vfilh Im wife S;bttte , received the 
Mcrament in the church of Saint Michel, 
oa his return from Palestine. 

A. D. 1 108 , the monks were favoured 
with a visit from this duke of Normandy, 
aud his brother Henry, king of England* 
The latter ^ says Maximilien Raoul, returned 
to Mont Saint '-Michel the same year, to 
make his peace with the king of France, 
Louie the pious ; when , says the same au* 
thor, they were received with gi>eat pomp 
by Saint <- Thomas » ardbbishop of Can- 
terbury , and other dignitaries of the 
church* 

There are, as Af« Boudent-^odeliniire d>- 
serves, two errors in this statement of 
Maximilien Raoul : first, Louie the pious 
( Louis rii ) , also called the young , did 
not ascend the throne of France tiH 1137, 
after the death of his father; consequently 
he could not have inade peace with the 
king of England in 1108. Again , Thomas 
of Canterbury was not born till 1117 or 
1119, and therefore could not have been 
at Mont Saint'Michel in 1 1 08. 

Louis having undertaken to return the 
visit that Henry 11 , king of England , had 
paid him at Paris j took the opportunity 
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of making a pilgrimage to Mont Saint- 
Michel ( en route ) , and went there ac« 
cordingly in ii58. After the ceremony of 
receiving the sacrament was over , the two 
sovereigns (for Henry accompanied him), 
passed a night at the abbey of Bee s and 
visited Avfanches*. Henry paid every pos* 
sible attention to his host ; whom he loaded 
with presents , defraying also all the eipen- 
ses of the French king and his suite, during 
the whole journey* 

Henry having consolidated in his hands 
the properly of the duchy of Brittany (which 
he had conquered) by the marriage of his 
son- Geoffrey with Constance ^ daughter of 
Conan ir, received the homage of the ba- 
rons of Brittany, at Rennes; — on his return 
to Normandy , he made another pilgrimage 
to the Mount ; and at the earnest solicita- 
tions of the ihonks dined with them in the 
refectory: — on his return, after dinner, to 
the apartment of Robert de Thorigny , the 
^bbot , he signed a charter bestowing the 
churches of Pontorson on him and his 



i ' 



Affendix ad Sigebertum; Chronica ^'ormannia. 
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suocesson , and he at the same time ordered 
the cattle to be rebuilt*. 

In 1172, Henry 11 again visited the same 
abbey ( whether in the capacity of a 
pilgrim or not is uncertain) , and Avranches 
became the dbtinguished theatre of an ex-r 
tra<Hrdinary scene resulting from the murder 
Qf Thomas Bccket. 

A numerous assembly , by order of the 
pope , met at the monastery of Savigny ^ 
whence, together with the pope's legates % 
they proceeded . to Avranches ^ ^ where the 

^ Dipping; Chromka Normannia; Appendix adSige' 
kerlum; Neu$tria Fia; GaUia Christiana. 

La garde da cMteau , que le red ( Henri ) avail 
fait reconstruire , fut coDGee & Fabb^ Robert , qui 
joig^ait les talens mflitaures aux vertus de. son 
6tat. X'oMd DesrocheSf vol. 1> p. 340. 

3 Theodvin and Albert. See ValM Desroches , vo!. 
1 , p. 346. t 

* yeneruntSaviniacnm, ubi archiepiscol^us Rf^tiio- 
roagensis et cuncti episcopi et proceres coQvenerant...* 
rex ab eis cum indignatione discessit.... in pace ite 
per terram meam ubi yobis placuerit. Roger de Hoveden, 

Gonvenerunt et multae personae ntriusque ordinis 
de regno suo. Annates de Citeaux. 

Tunc cardinales habito arctiori consilio, revoca- 
verunt episcopum Lexoviensem, Joannem pietavien- 
sem et episcopum Saresberiensem , et per eos elabo- 
ratum est quod feriA sext^ sequente r^x et cardinales 
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king , placing bis band upon the bible , 
declared before all present that he had 
neither ordered nor wished for the death 
of his archbishop, which was a subject of 
as deep grief to him as the loss of either of 
his, parents , had been * '^yet ' , continued he^ 
Mf you enjoin me a penitential visit to /erur 
sfllem , Rome or Saint-Jaeques , I am willing 
to obey the mandate. ' 

After this^ declaration , the monarch pre^ 
seuted himself at the door of the cathedral 
of jivranches ^ , and knelt upon a stone , 
which bearing a rudely carved chaUce , with** 
out any inscription, or ornament , still 
rests on an open place on the northern 
extremity of the town , and received abso^ 
lution : the church, doors were then opened 



apud Abrincas convenirent. Jto^er (ie JJoveden, AmmUm 
de Baronius. 

* Addidit etiam ex propria voluntate , quod de 
morte patris vel matris suae nunquam tantiim do- 
liiit Roger de Hoveden, Concilia RoihomagemU eecluiw^ 
du P^e Pommeraye, p. 152. 

^ Deduxerunt eum legati ex propria regis volun-. 
tale 9 extr^ ostium. ecclesiae; ibique, .flexis genibus, 
non tamen exuUs vestibus, Deque .verberibus ap- 
positis, absolutus est^ ct in ecclesiam introduclus. 
Ex Codice YaHeano. 
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and some of its walk were to be seen in 
the middle of the 1 7*^ century * when Do^b 
Huynes 'wrote; and it is said that a con^ 
vent of nuns was subsequently built upon 
its site, )ust below the entrance of th^ 
chdteau. 

In i329, LouUs duke of Bourbon^ pre- 
sented on his pious visit to the abbey 
three silver gilt candelabra. 

The sanctity and fame of this place, 
and the temper of the times , induced 
Charles ri to pay hb homage there , as he 



* ^'Elle obtint de lai do venir demeurer en ee 
mont n Ty conduisit et lui fit bdtir un beau lo- 
gis vers le baut de la ville; on en voit encore 
quelques muraiDes. n lui laissa en garde cent 
mille florins , qu'elle distribua lib^ralement jusga'aa 
dernier ^ plusieurs soldats et capitaines peu for- 
tunes, qui la vinrent visiter en ce mont> en les 
exbortant d'aller retrouver son marl pour combattre 
avec lui. Pendant ce temps-U , elle s'exercait con^- 
tlnuellement sur ce roc 1 la contemplatton des 
astres , k calculer et ^ dress«r des ^ph^m^rides y 
etc. Kle resta en ce lieu jusqu'en Tan 1374, qu'elle 
alia mourir & Dinan, oil I'abbd du Mont Saint- 
Micbel lui fit solennellement ses obs^ques , conune 
elle ravait d^sird". US. n* 22. . 

Tbis lady also left a JtfS. of ber own writing, 
n« 14 of the collection , it is in vellum and in 
latin. 
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was couductiDg an army from the town of 
i> Mans to inflict a sefwete panishment on 
the duke of Brittany and de Croon ^ for 
the attempted assassination of the brave and 
unyielding veteran de Clition. Bnt that visit 
had an unfortunate result to his majesty ; 
for, on his way , the bridle of his horse 
was seized by a maniac , who suddenly 
rushed upon him from a covert , and 
told hini he was betrayed ; this warning 
was rendered more superstifiously impres- 
sive upon his imagination by the accidental 
felling of the spear of one of his atten- 
dants upon the helmet of another -— a 
'sinister omen , '• — and the alarm occasioned 
to him , by anticipation of the menaced 
treachery 9 so instantaneously disturbed his 
reason, that he drew his sword, attacked 
his followers , and killed some of them. 
They perceived the aberration of his in- 
tellects , and , depriving him of his arms 'i 
reconducted him to Paris. Charles ^ how- 
ever , had lucid intervals , and thinking 
that a pilgrimage to the abbey would ef- 
fect his cure , went there towards the 
close of the i4* century, but unfortuna- 
tely without any improvement in his me- 
lancholy condition. 



. 
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Charles rii made a pilgritnage th^re in 
%[\u^ ^ and this act of reyerencc wcis justly 
due to the patron angel, for, 'when i^rly the 
whole of France was in th6 power of England; 
when the king of France had only two *townl 
on his side , — Orleans and Ckinan ; two laBH 
oes, — Dunois and Lahire; two women, ^^ 
jignis Sorel and Jeanne d'Arc; — Saint Michel^ 
the first warrior of the celestial army, re^ 
mained faithful to him. 

The superstitious Louis xi appeared there 
three times as a pilgrim : first , in i /^6i ; 
again in i4@9) to thank the archangel fot 
the protection wrhieh he had afforded 16 
France during the* preceding wars; and in 
14.70, in gratitude for the* birth of the 
dauphin. Respecting the second of those 
pilgrimages, we haTC with little alteration 
the following record : — an immense caval- 
cade appeared upon the sands, robes lined 
with ermine and vehet caps embroidered 
with gold , sparkled briltiautly ; the white 
plumes of the knights of France waved in 
the air; the rich Venetian armour glittered ^ 
and the variegated caps and mountain plaidli 
of Scotland were seen amongst the throng; 
the galant coursers pranced upon the sands ^ 
so soft and favourable for their motions , 
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that they moifed as if in the riding school, 
9t)d coniiniiigled the foam of their mouths 
with th^ briny froth of the sea. 

. From the midst of this brilliant cortige^ 

» 

mounted upon a white chai^er , full of 
ardour , and witH swelling veins indicating 
its eastern origin , — advanced Louis attired 
in an humble robe of camlet, and wearing 
a coarse felt hat ; this however was sancti-^ 
fied with a leaden image of the Virgin. 

That king repaired the fortifications at 
his own expense , and gave 600 crowns 
in gold — at that time a considerable sum 9-^ 
as an offering to the monastery. And , on 
his return , he fulfilled the design of 
Charles riij by instituting* (on Ihe i** of 
August 1469) ^be order of Saint Michel ^^ 



* Some say at his ehdteau d'AtnMse^ others 
ai Mont Saint-Uicheh 

* Jean d^E$toute^oiUs was the first who receivedi 
(this honour. — *^ De par Sainct Georges et de par 
Sainct Michel , lui dit le roi, en le frappant Ug^ 
rement sur les 6paules avec une 6p6e, je vous fais 
tphevaUer." See Hist, des Ordres nligieux, par Heylot, 
vol. 89 pages 377, 378 9 413 9 etc. 

The preamble of the statute of the order is very 
curious. 
** We , to the glory of God , our almighty creator , 
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i^hich being at first confined to a small 
number of dignitaries , vras for a long 
tioDie considered the most nchle ordet of 
France \ 



and in reverence of the glorious Virgin Uary, and 
in honour of Monseigneur Saint-Michel the archangel, 
the first knight y who cast down from heaven tha 
enemy of God and of the human race, and who has 
always in a peculiar manner kept, preserved, and 
defended 9 without permitting it to be taken, sub-^ 
dued , or put into the hands of the ancient ene- 
mies of our kingdom,. his place and oratory, JfonI 
Saint ' Michel ; and, to the end that all good and 
noble courage be excited and especially moved to 
every virtuous work, on the i^ day of August, in 
the year 1469, we have created, instituded, and or- 
dained, and by these presents we do create, in- 
stitute, and ordain an order of fraternity, or friendly 
company, of a certain number of knights , amoimtinif 
to thirty-six > which we desire to be called of tha 
order of Saint-Michel " MS. f|o 22. 

* Heylot has preserved the names of the first 
fifteen knights of the order. 

1. Charles son fr^re, due de Gulenne; 

2. Louis de Luxembourg, comte de Saint -Pol ef 

conn6table; 

3. Jean, due de fiourbon; 

4. Andr6 de Leval, gu*on nommait le mar6(^al 

de Loheac; 

5. Jean de Beuil , comte de Sancerre ; 

6. Louis de Baumont; 

7. Louis d'Estouteville; ... 

8 



f 
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Each knight on his installation redeWed 
from the King a gold collar ornamented 
with sflTer shells, and a gold medal, re-* 
presenting the contest of Saint Michael with 
the Devil ( in the form of a dragon ) whom 
he is about to pierce with his lance , under 
his feet , and bearing this device , immensi 
tremor Oceani\ 



8. Louis de Laval; 

9. Louis y Mtard de Bourbon; 

10. Antoine de Ghabannes, comte de Dammartiii; 

11. Jean, Mtard d'Armagnac; 

12. George de la Trimouille; 

13. Gilbert de Chabannes; 

14. GhMes de Crussol; 

15. ifannegni dn Ghatel, gouvemenr do RoussiUon. 
The articles of this order were sixty in number. 

See JIf 5. no 22. By the first , the number of Judghts 
was fixed at thirty-six; but it was never com- 
pleted during the reign of Louis xi. 

Ses ennemis r^pandaient que, par le moyen de 
ce collier, il voulait avoir sous sa main tons les 
grands du royaume , guand ils viendraient au cha- 
pitro. Hist. EceUiiastiquef vol. 23, p. 301. 

* The collar of Saint Michel which, for a long time , 
was given only to princes and the chief nobility, after- 
wards became so general, especially in the time 
of Henry ii and his successors, when it was a 
reward for all kind of merit , that it was no lon- 
ger, so to speak, an honorable distinction. 

Henry in gave it new and additicmal importance 
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The newly installed knight was then 
inforoied, that, heresy, treason, cowarifice, 
and flight in combat , would exclude him 



by annexing to it the order of Saint- Esprit^ which 
he created 1578, *^ in honour of Whitsunday , on 
which day, at an assembly of the Estates general 
of Poland, together with those for the duchy oif 
Lithuania , he was elected king of Poland ; and af- 
terwards upon the same day and feast he was called 
and accepted as their king. " 

It was on this account that the knights of the 
last mentioned order ( one of the six orders recog- 
nized in France in the reigns of Louis xviii and 
Charles x, but which appears to have been abolished 
by an act of the revolution of 1830, when an esta- 
blished or state religion was no longer recognized ), 
received, previously to their installation, the order 
of Saint 'Michel, and in consequence were styled 
knights of the King's order. 

An author remarks that the primary green, golden 
yellow, blue and white, the colours of the order 
of Saint "Esprit, were the favourite colours of a 
mistress of Henry iii. The two Ms, which were 
the initials of her name, and the two letters phi 
and delta J tortured into fidelta, fidelity ^ were in- 
terlaced on the collar of the order. Thus, adds this 
author, those noble decorations which, in the com- 
mencement,, were composed of crosses, and oply 
imposed religious duties, afterwards assumed an 
image of gallaiotry, bestowed by a debauched sove- 
reign to decorate his complaisant nobles. 

To this example we may add that of the highest 
English order the Garter , instituted by lEdward in , 
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from the order) by the articles of which 

he was obliged to pay thirty golden crowns 

tQ the treasury, for the purpose of purr 

chasing ornaments for the archangel's church, 

and at the death of a brother knight , he 

was to say twenty masses and give sisi 

gold crowns in charity*. 

The chapter or general assembly of the 
knights of the order was held in the Salle 
des Chevaliers > on the 2c(^ of September , the 
day on which the fite of the archangel is 
telebrated *. 

On the occasion of the last visit ^ Louis 



in I350,if Mstorians relate the circnmstances of this 

creation correctly. 

According to some historians, I/ms xiv increased 
the number of knights to one hundred; others say 
on the contrary that the number was much more 
considerable, and that the order was consequently so 
debased > that to re-establish it, he — in the year 
1665— cashiered aU the knights of the order oiSainU 
MicMf ecceept one, hundred, on whom, after they 
bad proved their nobUity and services., he conferred 
the title of knights of the king's ord«r. 

« See US. no 22. 

9 This custom was continued till the time of 
Louis XIV , who transferred the general assemblies to 
the 5a(^ d€$ Corddiers at Paris. They had also other 
bat less solemn assemblies during the year. 
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had an interwiew vnth Francis u , dake of 
Brittany^ 9 on whom he conferred the collar 
of this order , himself prissiding at the ins- 
tallation'. 

On the e^e of the flie y the knights 
with the king attended vespers, clothed in 
crimson yehet hoods , and long white da- 
mask D^antles furred with ermine , bor- 
dered with gold interwoyen with silyer 
shells ^ The next morning , in the same 
costume, they attended mass, after which 
they each , according to their means and 
deyotional impulses, presented oblations, 



* Hist, de Franc$, par du HaXUan^ p. 1149. 

3 GuUlim, in his DispUiy of Heraldry, describes the 
dress thus. 

*^ Their habit, ^as now used, is as foUoweth; first, 
doublet, hose, shoes, scabbard, with the band of his 
cap and feather, white, his surcoat doth of silver , 
with the sleeves on; over that, a mantle also of 
cloth of silyer, tied over the right shoulder, and 
turned up over the left, and bordered about with 
a rich embroidery of cocldes and knots; and, over 
all, the collar Of Saiut-Michael. " 

^'The reason", says the same author, '^ that did 
occasion the king to erect this order, was in me- 
mory of an apparition of Saint Michael upon the bridge 
of OrUaM, when that city was besieged by the 
English.*' 



^ 
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and returned to the grand Knights* Hall , 
ivhere they dined in company with the 
king \ His majesty made several donations 
to the abbey , and after his return to 
Paris sent a gold medallion of Saint'- 
Michel suspended from a gold chain, which he 
himself , as he stated , had always worn. 

We learn from. a letter dated Avranches], 
August 1*^ 1470 9 ^^^ printed in the me- 
moirs of Philippe de Commines j that his 
majesty spent two or three days dXAvranches, 
probably with Jean Boucart , the bishop, 
who was his confessor. 

Good fortune never crowned king craft 
more completely than in the instance of 
Louis XI 9 but the hand of death was at 
length laid on him , who in his anxiety to 
avoid it, had made numerous pilgrimages 
and was unsparing of his vows ; it was said 
that he had recourse ^ * even to earthly aid , 
" and drank blood drawn from the veins 
** of infants, to revive the failing current 
" of his own. " This monarch , was the first 
king of France who bore the title of ^ most 
christian. 

. ^ Jlf5. no 22 ; Jiom Huynes. 
^ It appears certain , says the Dictionnaire des 



119 

His Sttccessor Ckartes rut (says Ma$$e^ 
ville)j left Avranches on the %&" of Oo- 
tober 1487 y and soon arrived as a pil- 
grim at MontSaint'Jdichet , where he so- 
journed three days, offering gifts, praying, 
and returning thanks to the angel chief 
of his order , for the great vict<»y that he 
had gained over his enemies in Brittany'. 

The illustrious Francis 1, visited the ab- 
bey, in 1528 and i532 , but rather from 
curiosity than superstition. He sent the 
order of Saint -- Michel to Henry vm of 
England, who in return honoured Frauds 
with that of the Garter. 

The cruel and perfidious monster , 
Charles ix ^ and his brother Henri , made 
a pilgrimage to the Mount, in i56i. 

Henry of Bourbon j prince of Condi ^ in 
whom Richelieu placed great confidence. 



Originez, that Gregory in gave the title of tri$' 
ehrSiien to Charlep-Martel , and Etienm 11 to Peptfi-Ie- 
Bref , but it was not till the pontificate of Paul ir, 
A. D. 1469 ( therefore in the reign of Louis xi), 
that this title became a set formal expression in the 
bulls and apostolical letters addressed to the kings 
of France. ^ 

* Jaligny. 



visited it ftom religious zeal , in the year 
i656. 

In tbe same year, Henri de SourdU , 
arehbiahop of Bordeaux ^ went there , but 
bein^ required on his arrival (according 
to the cu3tom£^ry formalities } to surrender 
his arms, he refused to do so, even for 
a short time , and immediately retraced his 
steps *. 

Madame de Sevigni , accompanied by her 
daughter madame , de Grignan , also paid 
her devotions to the holy island, which, 
in a letter dated, />&/ May \i^ 1689, she 
entitled the "proud and lofty mount. " 

We do not learn that Lotus xir;, Louis xr, 
IjouU xkj > or Louis xriu ^ were ever 
there. 



^ * The orig^in of the custom of beinj^ disarmed at 
the gate was this : the monks received all pilgrims 
who presented themselves , but for the security of 
the place , solicited and obtained {we do not know 
from what king) the right of compelling ail visitors 
on entering the sacred walls to resign their arms, 
even to the litUe dagger which they carried,— ut 
nemo cum armis , ne cultello quidem , casteUum 
ingrederetur. GaUia Christiam. 

This practice at first only prevailed at the for- 
tress (castellum), but was extended to the town, after 
the abbot Jolivet had surrounded it by fortifications. 
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The coUnt d'Artoisj afterwards Charles x, 
went there in the pilgrim character , in the 
year 1777 , and the duke de Chartres, now 
king of the French, accompanied by hi& 
governor % madame de Genlis ^ a short time 
before the revolution of 1789, added his 
name to the list of illustrious visitors. 



* Lest all our readers should not be acquainted 
with the particulars of this title of governor given 
to madame de Genlis, we shall give the explanation 
of the peculiarity. 

The celebrated duke d^Orliant (who, in the revo- 
lution of 1789, took the absurd name of igcUiU) , fs^^ 
ther of his majesty the present king of the French, led 
captive by the irresistible channs of the person 
and mind of that lady —- the daughter of Dticrest de 
5atnt-^tf (in, —determined on entrusting to her (he 
education of his three sons and his daughter, with 
the title ot governor, and for this anomaly he asked 
and obtained the consent of LouU xvi. 

It may not be uninteresting to observe, that what 
first introduced this lady to particular notice, and was 
consequently the commencement of her good for- 
tune, was her extraordinary capacity for music; 
the harp was her favourite instrument , on which 
she played admirably : — her wit and beauty effected 
the rest. ^ 

Her introduction to M. de Sillery de Genlie was 
very singular. — A spirited letter which she wrote 
to one of her friends, accidentally fell into the hands 
of JIf. de Genlis y who, on reading it, became sud- 
denly so enamoured of the writer that he demanded 
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A circumstance then occurred which in- 
dicated the benevolent disposition of the 
future monarch. 

In the monastery was formerly cme of 
those dungeon cages , supposed to have been 
invented by cardinal Balue for his infamous 
master \ the use of which in the sequel 
was tried upon himself. 

It was constructed of wooden beams 
(some have asserted that it was of iron), 
and its dimensions were only ten feet in 
length and eight in breadth. When the count 
d'Artois saw it in 1777, he ordered it to 
be destroyed; but his orders were not at- 
tended to. When the duke de Chartres (now 
Louis-Philippe ) went there , he had it 
broken up in his own presence ( striking 
the first blow himself^ ) , lest his command 



and obtained her hand in marriage » which gave her 
rank in the world. 

At the advanced age of eighty 9 this lady wrote 
her memoirs, which are so full of trifles and vanity, 
that,, in spite of numerous anecdotes which are 
not without interest , the work is very tedious. 

* Louis XI. 

3 Perhaps it may be interesting to some of oiir 
readers to see the account of the destruction of thi» 
cage as related by madatm de GerUis. 
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should have beea disregarded fike thai of 
the count d'ArtoU. 

Though many individuals have been un- 
questionably confined in this cage , we 
shall select only two instances. 

Dubourg , the editor of a Dutch-paper ^ 
was arested by order of Louis xir y in 
consequence of his having published some 



" Je qaestionnai ies rdigienx sur la famecne ca8:e 
de fer; ils m'apprirent ^'elle n'^tait point de far, 
mais de bois, fonn^e avec d'^normes Mches, laia- 
sant entre elles des intervalles k jour, de la largeur 
de trois k goatre doigts. n y avail enviroa quinze 
ans qu*on n'y avail mis de prisonniers k demeure; 
car on y en metUiit assez souvent (quand ils 6taient 
m^chans, me dil-on) pour 24 heures ou deux jours, 

Quoique ce lieu ful horriblement humide el malsain 

Alors Mademoiselle el ses fibres se sonl 6cri68 qu'ils 
auraienl une joie exlr^me de la voir d^lruire. A 
ces mols , le prieur nous dit qu'il 6lail le mattre de 
Van^antir 9 parce que M. le comle d'Artois (Charles x), 
ayanl pass6 quelques mois avanl nous au Monl Sainl- 
Michely en avail posiiivement ordonn6 la d^moli- 

Uon Pour y arriver , on 6tail oblige de Iraverser 

des souterrains si obscnrs, qu*il y fallail des flam- 
beaux ; el f apr^s avoir descendu beaucoup d'esca- 
liers y on parvenail k ime affreuse cave , oik 6lail 
Tabominable cage. Ty entrai avec un senlimenl d*lior- 

reur M. le due de Charlres , avec une force au- 

dessus de son Age , donna le premier coup de baehe 
a la cage. " 
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strictures on the conduct of that king. To 
relieve the tedium of the < many days which 
he passed in his horrible captivity, he 
occupied himself in carving figures with a 
nail , on the bars of his cage. The abbot 
Manet informs us, that the unfortunate 
man declared, a short time previously to 
his death ( which took place after many years' 
confinement in this den ) , that his greatest 
agony was occasioned by the gnawing of 
his gouty feet by rats , when he was too 
feeble to repel them. 

That Louis xr should furnish us with 
the other instance is not surprising. Qe 
there confined Desroches y a wretohed rhymer 
who had ventured to publish some verses 
against madame de Pompadour , a courtezan 
of sufficient inftuence, to punish his te* 
merity. 

Desroches y more fortunate than Dubourg, 
did not die in his frightful prison , -<- the 
humane ' and unfortunate Louis xri libera- 
ted him , and never subjected any 6ne to 
the same punishment. 

Before the revolution of 1 793 , Mont Saint-' 
Michel was kept as a state prison , and many 
a tettre de cachet has condemned its unhappy 
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victims to oblivion withia those walls ^ 
At the time of the revolution, when all 
the prisons were explored by the people , 
there were only five or six prisoners there ', 
some of whom were maniacs , and thos6 
who were not insane were probably placed 
there from motives of compassion, in order 
that their concealment might shelter them 
from puMic and capital punishments, which 
would have brought disgrace upon all the 
members of their families. 

The lettres de cachet were not used with 
the same clemency in antecedent times, for 
aU historians agree that cardinal de Fleury^ 
though averse from severities, issued from 
ibkty to forty . thousand of those letters on 
account of Jansenism , and Louvois issued eighty 
thousand, to suppress protestantism ^ 

The last pilgrimage took place in 1 835. 
The pilgrims were twenty in number and 
came from the department of Orne ^ they 
carried a banner , that had been presented ^ 



^ The UXiTt de cachet is said to have been first 
introduced by Thierry or Brunehaut. 

^ BoudenUGodeliniere , Notice Bistotique, 

^ Dictiannaire dee Originei. 
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to them by madame de Brogliej the priacipal 
lady of their parish '. 

Having traced our records from the 
earliest to the present time, we hasten 
to the conclusion. 

The choir is now a cotton manufactory, 
and those cells in which so many reclu- 
ses practised the austerities of religion , are 
bow filled with criminals who have out- 
raged every law of religion and morality: 
— where the pure and elevating strains of 
sacred melody resounded, the horrifying 
blasphemies of the profane, or the melan- 
choly expressions of despair are now ut- 
tered , tho' in the suppressed tones which 
a vigilant and coercive superintendence 
compels. 

In the spot where formerly was the gilded 
statue^ of the archangel , serving the two 
fold purpose of a beacon to the mariner 



* This lady was madame de Broglie , the daughter 
of maMme de Stael, and a superior woman both in 
head and understanding; her death is most patheti- 
ea^y lamented byJIf. de Lamartinef in his RecueUU- 
menB. The pilgrims walked through Avranche^ singing , 
and on their way purchased the little work of 
Father Feuardent on Mont Saint-MicM, at one of 
the shops in the town. 
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^t sea, and a signal of hospitality to the 
traveller by land , there is now a common te* 
legraph ; — and where in bye gone days a 
Friair in his sacerdotal dress and with his 
simple beads appended to his girdle , stood 
ready to unfold the mysterious windings 
of the labyrinth, a jailor now appears with 
his grey cape and the huge keys of the 
prison doors suspended from his belt, and 
emblematical of hb office; 

But to resume. -^ The island itself is a 
rock of granite , which , including the towers 
<Mi the top , is 3^8 feet in height , on a 
base , which occupies a quarter of a league * 
in circumference. 

A lai^e dyke, before the entrance gate, 
traced by the sea in 1822, exposed the 
end of a causeway, paved with large stones, 
ten feet below the surface : — this cause- 
way led fOTmerly to the steps of that gate, 
which , with the gothic spire surmounted 
by the golden ball upon which the weather 
vane was placed , will give the difference be- 
tween the calculations of ancient and modern 
geometricians respecting the height , — the 



* The french league is iBqual to two and a half 
^ english miles and five or six yards. 
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latter making it 378 feet, and the foitner 
400 ; — if we assume 10 feet for the depth 
of the sand aboye the ancient causeway » 
and allpw 12 feet for the remaining por- 
tion of the spire , we have the difference* 
viz, twenty two feet : and the existence of 
subterranean steps proves that the bay is 
now much elevated above its original 
height* 

The splendid and diversified tiew from 
the northern heights of jivranche$ is in- 
describably beautiful. The country around 
is different in its appearance,, from any 
place we have ever seen elsewhere; the 
pellucid waters of the river S^t meandering 
^lowly through meadwos and fruitful orchards 
appear to lose themselves, not in the dis- 
tant sea, but in the vast griv^ which 
seems to belong neither to land nor to 
Ocean. Chdteaux, churches , spires , vil- 
lages , farm houses , and patches of ground 
well cultivated, meet the eye and form a 
beauteous landscape. 

The visitor has a choice of routes from 
Avranckes , and he who is bold enough 
to venture without a guide ( and from rea- 
sons which will be stated, we would dis- 
suade every stranger to the locality, from 
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doing so ) may tak(g either of two routes. 
One by Pontorsan (the longest , being about 
six leagues from Avranches^ but with only 
half a league of^r^t^^to cross)^ which, while 
the sand is safe, is clearly defined by car- 
riage wheels and the tracks df men and 
horses ; or that by Pontaubault and la 
Rive J a distance of five leagues. This route 
is, in our opinion, equally safe, as there 
are no rivers to pass , and all the sands 
are firm. If the general road along the' 
shore be taken ^ through Gud de r£pine to 
CourtiUj there is danger from the ever 
varying quicksands. The distance as a bird 
flies is only two leagues and a half , but thisr 
direct passage is scarcely practicable, from 
being intersected by the beds of the rivers,' 
and this should not on any account be taken 
without sure guidance : there is altvays in 
this direction the river of Pontaubault to 
be crossed , and , if a tide has altered the 
course of the See ^ as it frequently does , 
the treacherous bed of the ^ream conducts 
to danger. 

Permission to inspect the fortress from the 
PrSfet is important to the visitor, and, if 
he be a foreigner , the exhibilioa of his 
passport may be necessary. 

9 
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Going or coming — the traTeller , by ati 

inconsiderable detour , may examine the 
numerotts salt works along the shore , 
^hich at a distance resemble snow while 
and conical cliffs. These accumulations 
however are merely the refuse of the ma- 
nufactories, after the salt has been ex- 
tracted. 

The process, which is very simple and 
is carried on in the most wretched descrip- 
tion of huts by the poorest of the peasantry, 
is thus effected. The sand is scraped from 
the grive by an instrument called havelle^, 
and then taken to some situation near the 
salt works ; when it is not to be used 
immediately , it is thrown in a heap and 
covered over with faggots , and a plasteripg 
of unctuous clay, to prevent rain from 
penetrating. When the salt is to be ex- 
tracted, the sand is placed in a trough, 
and fresh water is poured upon it, which, 
as it drains through , . carries off the sa- 
line particles jn solution ; and, saturated 
with them , runs along a neatly constructed 
channel to a hut where it falls into a tub \ 



^ To ascertain when the water is sufficiently sa- 
turated, they have a very simple itastrument , a 



from ihsA it is baled iato leaden pans, 
placed over wood fires : the water being 
evaporated deposits the salt , ready for 
i^e , tho* of a dusky hue. The entire ope* 
ration is primitive , and its scale very 
insignificant. 

At the spring -tides (four days before 
and after the new and full moon ) , the 
waters spread rapidly over the whole area 
of the grhe , and rushing with great im- 
petupsity into the beds of the rivers y form 
a wave called barre, or eddy of water, 
which presents rather a curious appea* 
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piece of wood, about six inches long and two 
inroad y hollowed out, in which they place two or 
three little balls of wax, In which there is a 
small piece of lead , ^ when they float the solu-' 
tion in the tub is of sufficient strength for eva- 
poration. 

* In the Gironde the harre is called masedret, and 
the Americans name the vast gigantic wave, which 
enters the Amazon^ proroca; that body of water 
is twenty feet high, fills the whole breadth of 
the channel, and when rushing forward is heard 
at a considerable distance. 

The diminutive harre may be heard at Pan-, 
torson , as soon as it enters the bed of the 
rivers. 



This barre is caused by tlie sudden con- 
traction of the waters on entering the bed 
of the rivers , that of the Sie especially , after 
being diffused widely over the flat sands 
of ihe bay. Elevated from one to three 
. feet , they rush rapidly onward , impelling 
every thing before them, with resistless force *. 

The scene then changes, the rock is no 
longer to the imagination a pyramid in the 
sandy plain , but a fine symmetrically 
formed vessel , tho* of colossal size , at 
anchor in a calm and tranquil harbour of 
vast extent. 

Fatal accidents have frequently occurred 
on the sands of this bay , from the earliest 
to. the present time. In the tapestry of 
queen Matilda^ is to be seen an historical 



^ It is a magnificent sight to see the harrt of the 
river on a dark night , when the white foam of 
the wave is clearly seen on the dark brown sand. 

3 At Bayeux. This is a valaable monument of 
the age of the conquest » giving the arms , cos- 
tumes and manners of the time with great nlinu- 
teness. It is not, however, tapestry such as we 
understand it , but rather a sort of embroidery , 
in which only the ouUine of the objects is sketched. 
This curious specimen of ancient Norman manu- 
facture is a piece of linen cloth, nineteen inches 
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iUustraticflu ^ iu a cortege of Morman warriors, 
who are repjreseoted as approaching the 
rock ; — ignorant of the dangers of the 
locality, some of thesm, separating from 
the body of the troops, and vcutjuring upon 
the deceitful quicksands , are suddenly 
embarrassed , and would be eogulphed in' 
them, but: for Harold j^ who endowed with 
prodigious strength and the proverbial cou- 
rage of a Norman , rescues them, from 



broad 9 and two hundred and ten feet eleven in- 
ches long, and forms one entire piece. The exlre- 
inities are beginning to crumble away. The country 
people around Bayeux familiarly call it the ** Unletie 
of William the conqueror." 

There are several opinions as to who wrought 
this tapestry: some suppose it to have been the work 
of MatUda of Flanders, queen of England , duchess 
of Normandy, and wife of the Conqueror, and 
her ladies, when William was engaged in hia wars; 
4f. Vatbi de La Rue and several English an^qua- 
rians attribute it to the Empress BiatUda , daughter 
of Henry i. JIf. Delaunay is of opinion that U is 
not a female production, on account of the many 
indecent emblems in the border of the tapestry , 
and. he ascribes it to bishop Odo; and JIf. Le Pr6vost 
inclines to the same qpinion, and beUeves that it 
was intended tb ornament the church of Bayeux. 

For further parUculars, see the App^f^ix to 
Duncan's dukes oi Nonnandy, or vol. H of Uemoires 
it VAeadmie des inscripiims et helleS'letlres. 
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their impeodiDg bte\ On account of the 
treacherous nature of these sands , the 
journey across them Is really very danger- 
ous without a guide , unless the routes by 
Pontorson or la Rive be taken , which avoid 
the rivers that occasion the absorbing 
properties of the grive. 

The other routes are exceedingly hazar- 
dous from the spongy and shifting nature 
of the sands, which are of immense and 

depth*. They are frequently 



* .... £t dux trahebat eos de aren^ ~ But the ta- 
pestry seems to indicate that many lost their lives 
on this occasion , for , on the skirt of the lower 
border, we remark a dead man extended on the 
bank of the river. 

' If. BUmdd says that in 1780 an experiment was 
tried on the substance of the grive, by placing; 
upon it , near the firm land , a piece of granite , 
in the form of a cone, weighing three hundred 
pounds, secured to a rope forty feet in length. 
In a single night the stone disappeared, and could 
never afterwards be recovered. 

This experiment, continues the same author , is 
the more interesting , because it . was made in 
consequence of a ship having run aground near 
Mont SaM'Miehel , which sunk so fast that her 
whole hull disappeared before any goods could be 
saved. Workmen, however, wero despatched, who 
cleared their way, and succeeded in drawing out 



frTTrni • T 



tS5 

covered by the sea , and always furrowed 
by many rivers and small streams , whose 
beds change almost every spring tide, the 
result of whidi is , that smooth and deceptive 
beds, called 1^ the country people ii$e$s 
are fof^med, sometimes in one place and 
sometimes in another , which spots , though 
firm in appearance, are so soft that the 
traveller who does not distinguish them, 
disappears in a very short time, unless 
promptly assisted ; and if he be mounted 
on horseback , he and hb horse sink to 
rise no more. Those who fall into those 
quicksands, in vain may hope for effectual 
assistance ; the exertions to escape and the 
movements occasioned in the fluid mass , 
by the tramping of feet, render the sand 
softer , and it the more speedily engulphs 
the victim. 

The sand is so much saturated with 
water, that even a light person trampl- 
ing for a short time on those parts 

some packages from her hold. The sea, in the 
mean time, returned unobserved through the trea«» 
cherous sands , and swalloired up men , goods and 
ship. Her very masts sunk, so that no traces vrere 
leil to indicate the place where the disaster oc- 
curred. 



yf\jach appear to have consUtency , will render 
them soft and fluid , and , if these move- 
ments be continued long , the imprudent 
individual may lose his life : this applies 
however only to the Uses or smooth sands, 
in which the work of death is l9dt the 
affair of a few seconds ; for on the tongue 
or firm sand, the danger is comparatively 
little ; yet the guides, in crossing the rivers 
from Genets to Tombelkne ^ or from Gui-^e*, 
t'£pin€ to Covrtils , wjth passengers in 
parts, are always unwilling to rest long 
upon the firm sand in the rivers or on 
the mai^ins ; they drive as rapidly across , 
as the horse can move thro\ with a load, 
and water up to his hocks. 

There have been however many more 
victims to the advancing tide than to the 
quicksands ; the visitor therefore ought to 
be well informed as to the exact time when 
the tide will flow : the inhabitants very 
willingly give this information ; but it must 
b6 borne in mind that the wind may hasten 
or retard the influx half an hour^ or that 
an accident may happen to the carriage , 
the horse or the traveller himsdf , so 
that he may be delayed for an unexpected 
yet fatal period. In all these cases he runs 
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some risk , and it but too frequently 
happens, that he sees his danger vrhen it 
is too late to escape from it, for the tide 
is op sooner seen that it arrives; it first 
enters the rivers,, and tho' one might sup- 
pose that a man running at the top of 
his speed would aVrive on terra fir ma be- 
fore it could overtake him , • or at least 
contemporaneously with it , the reality is 
not so , for the sands are full of hoUbw places 
imd small channels , which the sea enters 
at the : same time that it is following the 
course of the rivers , so that the unfortu- 
nate traveller , without suspecting it , sud- 
denly finds himself surrounded by water : 
in many such instances life has been lost; 
many have been surprized in this way, 
and persons on the rock, who have seen 
them struggling with the waves and heard 
their cries for help , have been unable to 
render them the least assistance. 

The following most distressing calamity 
occurred from the unexpected influx of 
the tide in iS5g. 

M^ LemazurieTj a young lady of respec* 
table connexions at Plains , and on the eve of 
marriage, — accompanied by a friend and the 
two dress -makers who were preparing her 
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wedding clothes , went to bathe , on the 

sands near f^ains ^ which is on the shore 

of the bay ; while they were in the water^ 

the tide rushed in and swept them away: 

the bodies were found a few days itfter- 

wards. 

The mother of M'^ Lemazurier had the 
misery of witnessing the horrifying death of 
this her only daughter, who is represented 
to have been a singularly beautiful person ; 
the parent in her agony wandered on 
the margin of the shore day and night 
until the corpse was found. 

It sometimes happens too , that in the 
finest weather imaginable , a fog descends 
suddenly upon the sands ; no situation then 
can be conceived of greater terrw , for the 
person who is caught there can perceive 
neither skies , banks , hills nor rivers ; in 
short , he finds himself in an atmosphere 
so dense that he can not see objects two 
feet before him ; yet he must proceed , for 
if he stands still, the returning tide may 
drown him in the quicksands, and if he 
advances, it may be only to anticipate his 
destruction. He may consider himself highly 
favoured by Providence if he reaches the 
dry land. In such difficulties the inhabitants 
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ahs directed by the sound of bells , for , as 
soon as the fog is observed, a chapel bell 
is heard from one of the villages on the 
shore • — and ' then another — * and another 
— to indicate the rdative positions. Regular 
guides therefore are indipensable to the 
stranger. 

The few hundred inhabitants ( about 
three hundred) of the town are mostly 
employed in fishing, as are also many of 
those who live on the shores of the bay , 
very few of whom are cultivators of the 
adjacent soil : a few aubergistes and shop- 
keepers who deal in medals and scarfs for 
the pilgrims, constitute the remaining por-« 
tion of the population. 

The fish of the place , except turbot , 
sole and salmon (which., we believe, are 
very rarely caught there in abundance), 
are not much esteemed ; but the grives 
are fertile in large cockles, by the sale 
of which the inhabitants derive a yearly 
income of from i5,ooo to 20,000 fr. 

In searching for these, which are found 
in the sands at low water , — where small 
holes upon the surface indicate their posi- 
tion , — women and children traverse the 
sands at all seasons of the year , with naked 
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feet , and follow the waters of the ebbing 
tide over the slippery and treacharous $aad 
with surprising intrepidity ; when they observe 
cockle beds , which they li^now directly , 
they scrape the sand, underneath which 
they fiud the fish. 

Occasionally , at the equinoxes , when 
the tide rises higher than usual, that sin- 
gular species of fish, called the sea devil, 
is left upon the grives. 

The fishery, and manufacture of, salt, being 
matters of commerce , bring the inhabitants 
of this portion of the arrondi$sement ^ of 
la Manche , into communication with many 
other people, by which intercourse their 
intellectual faculties have been so much 
developed that they are said to be far more 
intelligent than the natives, of some other 
parts of the district. 

Their costume, and physical conforma- 
tion ,. as to the lower extremities , are re- 
markable; the tucked up petticoats exhibit 
legs which , with few exceptions , are as 
thick at the ancle as at the knee \ Instead 



* In consequence of the sands being always either 
covered by the sea, or wet afler it has receded ^ 
and presenllng numeroas hollows , which are called 
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of a belt, the females wear two or three 

cockle nets round their waists , and both 
sexes wear a devantihre fastened to their 
heads, and falling back upon the shoulders. 
This folds, and is shaped exactly like the 
mantle of Louis x/, and the rest of the 
costume corresponds in character with that 
of the same individual. In the winter sea- 
son , the dress is completed by a kind of 
bonnet, which only 'wants two or three 
leaden medals or shells , to recall to our 
memory the peculiar head dress in which 
that strange and inconsistent monarch so 
often appeared at Plessis-les-Toars. 

The natives have a great resemblance 
to the lazzaroni of Naples in their man*- 
ners and physiognomy. They readily offer 
themselves as guides' over the grhes \, and 
it is to this class of inhabitants that we 
principally owe the thousand and one tales 
of the destructive quicksands. 

As they have no fresh water on the 



by ' the inhabiiaDls guin^es , in which the water is 
left, and which the population has frequent occa- 
sion to traverse, not only the fishing population, 
but many well dressed people go without shoes 
and stockings very commonly. 
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island and Ofily two brackish springs, the 
inhabi^nts are compelled to drink either 
rain water or that which is bronght from 
Moidrey. 

The prevailing diseases of the place seem 
to be phthisis , asthma , dysentery , and 
inflammatory complaints in general , the 
natural consequences of their mode t>f 
iiving and their locality. Their hs^it of 
making soup of brackish water and drink- 
ing cider, subjects them to dysenteries and 
other gastric ailments, and the elevated si- 
tuation, so near the sea and unprotected 
from the north and north— east winds, 
renders them liable to the complaints incident 
to those who inhabit such positions. 

Tourists remaining here , even for a short 
time , should be careful not to expose 
themselves too much to the keen air, until 
first somewhat accustomed to it in their 
houses , — especially in the morning and 
evening ; but the influence of climate on 
the human constitution is now so well and 
generally understood , that it would be su- 
p^fluotts to enlarge on the subject, parti- 
cularly as we conceive it improbable, that 
any one, whom these observations may reach, 
will ever volunteer a continuance of many 
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days in soch etOement , notwithstanding the 
teroj>tations of a beautiful and extensive 
view , comprehending the coasts of Noi^ 
mandy and Brittany , the road of Cancatps 
and the towns of A tranches ^ Dot and 
Vontorson, with the vast sands of the grhe^ 
which consist of from eight to nine square 
leagues of surface, on one side, and the 
open sea on the other. 

The south and eastern sides of it only 
are inhabited : there are a small ancient 
jmrochial church , some houses which form 
a steep narrow crooked street (on the as- 
cending road to the chdteau ) , which rise 
above the roofs of the lower village , of 
wretched and dirty hovels in the midst of 
a corresponding nastiness^ which is^inde^ 
scribable and disgraceful. 

There are a few small gardens of imported 
earth, in which the fig-tree, the almond 
and the medlar thrive; but there is little 
of any other kind of fruit and scarcely 
any kitchen vegetable. The food of the 
MontoU * principally consists of cockles and 
mutton which is considered delicately fla* 

* The inhabitants of Mimt SetinUMichd are called 



14b 

▼oured from the qualities of the grass on 
the margins of the grhe , upon which it 
is fed, — but not fattened. 

It now only remains to add a short state* 
ment respecting the present state of the 
castle and abbey ; to furnish which with 
accurracy we made a second visit , and 
that in winter , when determination of pur- 
pose alone could have led us to encounter 
five or six miles of road almost impassable 
for a carriage. 

We reached it however , and threaded 
our way up the higher village street. The 
first objects of curiosity , on arriving at the 
walls and portcullis of the fortress, are the 
two pieces of cannon, taken from the English, 
and the house of madafne Duguesclin , 
which is now the auberge of the dirty 
village. 

The stranger will be fortunate if he 
views the castle , the abbey , and all the 
objects of his visit , under the guidance 
of the abbe I^court , the almoner of the 
place , as the author did , by means of an 
introductory letter , previously obtained 
from a friend of that clergyman. 

The entrance , which is one hundred 
and forty feet above the level of the grive , 
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and reached by a succession of steps , is 
of most remarkable construction : it consists 
of a pair of turrets of exquisite workmanship, 
said to represent two pieces of ordnance 
placed upright. Between the turrets, there 
is an. arched gateway, under which the vi- 
siter ascends by a broad granite staircase 
(lighted by two windows , one over the door 
and the other in the roof), which prepares 
him to expect many succeeding objects of 
admiration in the interior. 

Opposite the portico, in the vestibule, is a 
large gothic chimney of the 1 5*^ century , 
corresponding with those seen in^the c^istle 
guard rooms. 

This ante-room is now used for the same 
purpose as formerly , and here strangers , 
on entering the castle, are disarmed even 
of a walking stick. 

At the further end , on the left hand , 
is a door, and on the right another > but 
much smaller, near to which is a narrow 
unroofed stone staircase , which conducts (o 
the keepers' rooms. After entering the cor- 
ridor — at the top of these steps — the 
ancient refectory of the monks is entered , 
which is strikingly grand , though its style 
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is a mixture of the Roman and Gothic . 

without « any ekborate ornaments. 

Thid noble room was originally one hun- 
dred 'and fifty feet long, and thirty feet 
high. -^ It is nciw divided into two rooms 
( one over the other ^ , each fifteen feet 
high), which are filled with weavers' looms, 
at which the prisoners work : the walls 
are daubed over with white wash, which, 
howevei^ suitable to its present use and ap- 
pearance as a manufactory , is wofuUy re- 
"piilsivia to antiquariau taste, und sadly in- 
congruous with the beautifully groined 
arches overhead. 

The ancieiH dormitory is now filled with 
beds for the prisoners , and has nothing 
very remarkable in its actual character , 
but to the imagination it presents a strange 
contrast between its former and existing uses. 

We were next conducted to the Salle 
des Chevaliers 3 or Knights' Hall , built in 
the commencement of the i af^ century , 
than which there probably is not a piece 
of architecture in France more complete 
and adniirable. It is of the primitive Gothic 
of the 1 1*^ century. Four rows 6( columns 
with capitals ornamented with trifles , with- 
out any grotesque figures , support its 
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beautiful roof, which is divided iqto uu-^ 
merous compartmeDts by f^ular jind pro* 
jectiug groiniogs : a loore compfete or 
better preserved spedmeo of this kiod of 
architecture ctn scarcely Im imagined. This 
noble hall is also white walked , a^d coja^- 
verted iptp a linen clotK manufactory ; — 
ai|d it is a very singular sight Ho see two 
or three men seated in the goUiic .chim- 
neys in which the mailed Wiarriors of old 
sat — perhaps sword in ha»d — spinning 
cotton £or the loom ; Jupiter with a 
distaff! 

The cloister imiiiediatdy over the Knights' 
HalJ , has already been described *. 

Tne BasUigue is, for its antiquity, par- 
ticularly deserving of notice by the scien*^ 
tific traveller. In the choir of the B^iUque 
or chapel of the castle •— * now undergoing 
a thorough repair » —^ there are still to be 
seen some OH paintings, full length figures 
of Saint Louis j Saint Binidict ^ SaitU$ 
ThSri&e and Sainte HdUne, but very much 
defaced, and as mere paintings^ execrable: 
there are also a few almost worn ou|t frescoes 
upon th€ wall; oae however 14 perfect^ — 

' See p. 49. 
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tte genealogical tree from David to Jesus- 
Christ. Some painted canrings represent the 
expulsion from Paradise, the resurrection^ 
the marriage of Joseph , and Saint Michael 
killing the dragcm \ — All the figures are 
rudely and grotesquely formed ; — but the 
basilique itself is beautiful in its architec- 
tural form and design , and calculated to 
cleyato the imagination of the mind and 
the feelings of the heart to Him who , 
though ^ he dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands ', and saith * what .house will 
ye build me?* — has been worshipped here. 

On the north side of the Basilique is 
what was the BiUiard-room of the monks. — 
about forty feet long and twenty-one broad. 
It is now used as a kitchen , and the 
ancient Basilique is the modem refectory. 

The ^ Souterrains des gros Piliers ' -^ a 
misnomer , for these vaulted rooms are 
three hundred feet above the grive^-^ 
are based on the rocky and contain within 
them a great number of massive pillars, 
more than five feet in diapieter , which bear 
up the colossal choir. 

The staircase of the belfry is easily as- 

' ApocalypH, cbap. 12, vers. 7, 8 et 9. 
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cended , and an the top of the choir is 
a platform of lead. — Fifty feet abo¥e is the 
' Promenade des Petits Fous \ and twenty-five 
or thirty 4eet still higher is the ^ Promenade 
des Grands Fous \ signifyingby. their names , 
the relative degrees of insanity in thqse Vfho 
choose them for their walk. Eighteen or 
twenty feet higher still, is the kause of the 
signal ofGcer, and oh the summit of all 
is the telegraph itself. — These several and 
graduated elevations give an aggregate 
height of three hundred and seventy -eight 
feet from the s^nds to the platform of the 
telegraph. 

The visiter now descends and enters the 
vesitfbule or corridor below the . church ^ and. 
contiguous to the Salle des Chevaliers. — 
Opposite to a small window in this vestibule 
are some vaults , at the farther end of 
which is said to have been an altar where 
the monks prayed for departed souls. This 
is the most beautiful cave conceivable, and, 
if a place for study ought to be secluded 
from all distracting iufluem^es, whether of 
sight or sound , here was a place for un- 
disturbed meditation. 

A little lower is a long dark gallery, in 
the middle of which is an entrance to the 



old <temetety, ^hich is now filled with 
wood for fael. 

At the southern extremity of this gallery 
18 the dungeon Tault (reached fty turning 
to the left ) , which was formerly a place 
of imprisonment for the monks $ hut now 
the wheel and cable, used for rmsing up 
goods frooft below ^ are kept in it. The 
diam^er of the wheel is about eighteen 
feet , and four men can turn it on the 
tread mill prindple, -^ the only difference 
being in the mode of applying the power : 
they move in the interior circumferencd 
(which- is ribbed with boards to give a 
sure step ^ and point (fappui to their feet) , 
four . abreast , and precisely as the turiUpit 
dog performs his wchIl. 

A road from the sands^ by the barracks , 
winding round the rock, immediately above 
the lowest part of the town , is in pro* 
gross of formation, by which vehicles will 
be brought so near the castle as to be un- 
ladlen with a great savii^ of labour. 

A short fltgl\t of steps , near the / cave 
last mentioned, conducts to a small pas- 
sage from which a door opens into the 
ruins of the Hdtellerie^ through which the 
abbots' apartments are reached 4)y a gallery 
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that ako leads to the chapeh Retraekig his 
steps to the first subterranean anteroom , and 
opening another door, the visiter enters a 
lai^e apailment with arches and colamns 
of the 11^*" century, where the prisoners 
now work at the loom. 

After traversing another room , at the 
V extremity of this hall, a cave is r^hed,^ not 
r entirely dark , in which the cage was for- 
merly placed , and beyond it are thqse 
abysses of horror (now filled up) called 
Oubliettes. 

The traveller returning, descends into a 
subteneanean galkry, with arches wd co^ 
lumns , also oT the.ii^^ century, which 
compacts to the darkest and the iieepest 
dungeons of the castle , — and to the ma;zy 
passagf^s of the Oubliettes, 

To set the prison called la Trappej the 
grand staircase (Saut Gauthier) must be des- 
cended. This ceil is entered by a trap door, 
thro' which the descent is made by a rope 
ladder : but we understand that it is not 
SO terrible as its entrance would lead one 
to suppose , for it is well lighted, and fronts 
, the soiith. 

The dungeons near this arc called Doubles- 
Grilles, because the windows are grated on 
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both sides , — these vaults have more re- 
gular architectural style about them thaii 
any of the others , but they have been spoiled 
by being white washed. 

All 'these excavations , with their passaged, 
arches and pillars, are of a rich glowing 
colour not easily described, yet producing 
when seen , a powerful effect upon the 
mind. 

At the base of the church , on the side 
near the large cistern, there was formerly 
a burial ground , used for the lay brethren 
of the abbey, and their children. 

There are many other* *^arts worthy of 
notice in the interior of the castle, and 
among them the Salle du Gouvernement over 
the entrance hall, — and the Salle de Recep- 
tion^ which is wainscoted from top to bottom 
with planks carved to resemble leaves of 
parchment folded over each other. 

After having completed the survey qf 
the castle , there is nothing else to admire ; 
the village church is a wretched looking 
building, and the interior is almost as mi- 
serable as the outside. # 

In a recess opposite the door is the 
rudely sculptured figure of a decapitated 
monk , which we are informed is comme- 
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morative of an abbot of the monastery, who 
lost his head during the barbarities of the 
revolution. 

There is a full sized crucifix, well carved 
ID wood , which formerly belonged to the 
abbey. 

But the most striking and amusing object 
is a groupe ( also In wood * ) representing 
Saint Michel , clothed and armed like a 
Grecian hero about to pierce the ^old ser- 
pent ' with his spear : Satan is lying pros- 
trate, with his head — ' which is ornamented 
with horns and long ears — hanging down- 
wards, whilst Us Jeet and tail are projecting 
upwards : the celestial warrior is standing 
upon the chest of the demoniacal, figure, 
whose blood red eyes glare upon him in 
impotent rage. 

To. make the tour of the island ; — im- 
mediately after leavings the outer gate we 
move to the right, and passing the bar- 
racks , turn short round a projecting rock , 
upon the top of which stand the ruins of 
a mill , formerly used by the Benedictine 
monks i^r grinding their corn ; — tifter 
turning this rock, another immediately pre- 

^ Carved by a prisoner in the castle. 
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sents itself, upoa which is a church , af- 
firmed by the local ciceroni to be that first 
erected by Saint Aubert ; but this can not 
be, for his was rouod and the existing 
one is square; — it was a church dedicated 
to that saint. 

This is a very plain » rude , and smalt 
building , partly cut out of the rock from 
which it rises , and only rendered interesting 
from the: tradition attached to it^ and its 
curious locality. 

On the north side is the impression of 
a child's foot said to be that of Bain*. 
We pTUoulTl, ob«r,«i U.,., ^ certaiol, 
the resemblance is so greaf that we can 
well imagine it to have been the footstep 
of a child, from ten to twelve years of age, 
impressed when the materials of the rock 
were soft and plastic. 

From the i^orth side is a magnificent 
view of that portion of th^ abbey above / 
which, from its singularity, is called la Mer^ 
veille , but it is not the building alone 
which is wondrous 9 for it is astonbhing 
to s<y^ growing upon the side of the scarped 
rock a variety of flowers in the fac« of the 

* Sec p. 13. 
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north ^inds, from ivhich there is nothing 
to protect diem , — and here , if any of 
the ancient forest of Scycy remains ^ it is 
traceable in the old stunted trees which 
are stiU living. 



TOUR DD GUET. 






This tower is situated near . the steps 
ascending to the ramparts, and should not 
be passed by, without attention. 

It was raised higher than the other 
towers of the fortificati<H)s,#in order that, 
as the name expresses, it might be a place 
for observation ; add for this purpose a 
sentinel was placed there to give timely 
notice of the approach of friends or foes. 

It was erected at the commencement of 
the 15**" century by Robert JoUvet, when 
he built the defensive walls of the town. 

It has been conjectured by some tra« 
vellers , who have visited the place and 
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hazairded superficial remarks , that thi$ 
was the observatory of madame Duguesciin, 
— who was so cdebrated for' her astrolo- 
gical attaimnents , that she acquired the 
name of Tiphaine , la Fie * , — when she 
composed her MS. , which is now preserved 
in the library of Avranches ^ n* i4 of the 
catalogue. 

But as this lady lived in the early part 
of the i4*^ century, and the tower waa not 
built until the succeeding one, the above 
supposition fails. -^ If she liad an observatory, 
it was more probably the high narrow 
tower adjoining the Merveille, which overtops 
almost every other portion of the buUding. 



* A fie, or fairy^ is a person, according to popular 
superstition, supposed to possess a knowledge of 
coining events by acquaintance vrith the influences of 
the heavenly bodies on the occurrences of human life. 
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Its vegetalion consists of thorns, brambles, 
and nellies , and its habitations are ruins 
almost level wilb the surface. Viewed in 
contrast with its gorgeous and magnificent 
neighbour, its nakedness and silent isolation 
are the more remarkably. 

Though this diminutive island occupies a 
lai^er area^ than the other , is less elevated 
(not being more than one hundred and 
twenty feet above the lev^ of the sands), 
and consequently much more convenient 
for buildings , yet ^.either from the natural 
desire of man to encounter and overcome 
difficulties , op from its more impregnable 
character , Mont Saint^Michel was selected, 
in the feodal times, as the site of a fortress 
in preference to Tombeline. 

The etymology of this name is as diffi- 
cult to ascertain as that of the sister 
island , and it is useless to form con)ec- 
tureS upoQ so unprofitable a subject \ 

It is situated on the same grive with 



« RdbtTi Cenatti, bTp^ bisdop. ^ 4tv)aiic4^> |n i$S3, 
a learned and pious prelate, gave this rock the 
dame of Tumbuluna— the little tomb; —but why 
he should eatt tt so, we do not know, though not so 
pyramidifial,it is larger than Mmt Satnt-Mkhel. 
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Mont Saint-^Michel , and once stood in the 
midst of the same forest. We (but princi- 
pally from memory) present heve, as a 
curious Specimen of the bad taste and bom- 
bastic confusion of metaphors in ivhich 
«ome of the monks of old indulged , the 
follo\^ing legendary description of the sub- 
mersion of the woody plain €f SUty or 
Scycy. 

^^ Saint Michel, unable to banish Satan from 
the world, wished to place the sea between 
him and the 'two rocks, and for this 
purpose he ordered it \o approach and 
surround them with its waters. The man- 
date was not icnmediately obeyed , but from 
that moment , fea%*ful signs appeared in the 
air ; globes of fire rushed through <the dark 
shades of night ; groanings and lamentations, 
which seemed to come from the bowels of 
the earth , were heard ; the wind howled 
through the forest trees ; • the rains fell and 
all nature ^seemed to await somie great 



crisis. 
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These alarming prognostications continued 
till the month of March , when the riirers 
Selune y See, and Couemon simulCaneously 
OTcrflowed their willow bordered banks, 
carrying shepberdsi herjis , and pastures with 
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them into the sea. The ocean sympathised : 
driven by a boisterous north-east wind^ it 
burst thi^ugh its banks and forced a way into 
the hollows; uprooted the forest; levelled 
the surCeM^e; filled the valleys; created new 
land ; defaced old ; rose like a water spout, 
in one place; and glided along the earth 
like a serpent , in another ; the angels push- 
ed it forward with their hands ; it mount- 
ed ; it reared like a horse under the lash 
of the whip ; its white mane floated in the 
air as high as the clouds* The two mounts 
ware not protected from its wrath. The 
waves clung to their sides as the wasp does 
to the branch of the flowering almond : 
the waters stripped them of their verdure, 
oC their fresh covering of broom mingled with 
wild roses ; tore from their heads their 
plumes of vervain; they eat the flesh to the 
bone ; and when peace was again restored 
to the country , when the calm — the 
first fruit of th^ tempest — riione forth in 
a brilliant day, nothing was to be seen but 
a vast sea, in the midst of which were two 
black and naked rocks , such as one of them 
now b , and the other would be , if without 
its mural dress.'' 
The first auikentic notice , that we find of 
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Mont TombeUne^ bears Ihe date' of* 1 135 \ 
whcDy as we ka^e alr^dy •stated, the abbot 
Bernard buik an oratory there, and a few 
conlraotod eelk , to which he and some of 
his 'CODfratertiity frequently retired for |>rayer 
and cooteniplalian. &ut their de^'olions wer^ 
not so private as they desired. The inkabi- 
taiils along the sliore , particularly those of 
GenStSj then without a churchy wished to 
participate in their jmous exercises, and in 
spite of the dangers of the sands crassed 
over to the tnirant. For fear of being rar- 
prised (by the sea , fhey built a calvaire on 



• ^ It appears howetex to have tMen described cen- 
tuiies before , under the dcnomiDation of Moruu- 
tefium ad duos TumhaSt ,by ^ich Mont Saint'iliehel , 
accordiag, to the ancient titles of the abbey, afipears 
to have been known, under Saint Pair, bishop of 
Avranches (about 530 or 540), at the time when, accor- 
ding to some historians, the first apostles of iVeiMtna 
built the monastery, and consequently two hundred 
years before Saint Aubert's little church was con- 
structed , and which^ if this account be correct, was 
not the flr;St that was built .there. 

Maximilien Maml 8^y&, that ,the teem Monasterium ad 
dvta» 2*um&a< xindoubtctlly arose from the union of 
the monks of the two mounts, under one director 
^Saint Patr^ and with the imagintftioii of an 'artist 
lie )has ^nnected the two rmonnts by an avenue ta 

the forest ^of Si^cy. 
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their line of Toad to serve as a guide and 
refuge , but this has sunk into the sands and 
entirely disappeared*. So many of the 
people (notwithstanding every precaution) 
perished on their visits to Tombeline , that 
Robert de Thorigny , conapassionating their 
situation , built a church at Gen6U in 1178,' 
from which time i^m^ TamMine was. much 
less frequented ^ 

A priory dependent upon the abbey of 
Mont Saint ^ Michet ^ was afterwards built 
upon Tombeline, and Jordan (the I'j^ abbot 
of the former establishment) and his monks 
were in the habit of assembling there, at 
the period when the abbey was burnt by 
the Bretons. That abbot was interred in 
the church of the priory, early in the i5^ 
century *. 
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^ Blondel, Notice Historigue et Tapog.raphique du Mont 
Saint'Uichel, page 119. . 

^ '' Indh Robertus in AngUam trajecit ob res mo- 
nasterii, quibus absolatis, continud reversus eccle- ' 

siam de GenSU, quam extru^erat, dedicarl soUicitus 
fuit>' Gdllia ChrUdana, vol. 11, page 520. 

* ** Pbilippns ingentan pecuni® summam ad re- 
sarciendas Bddei ndsit ad lordanem , qui curi sib- 
gulari manum admovit operi; sed non absoMt, 
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Philippe ^ A ugmte ^ observing X^^xMont 
Tombeline, if undrfeaded , would serve the 
English as a place of debarkation , and for 
forming attack$ on Mont Saint-^Micl^lj, had 
a fort built upon it, to repel. th§.li|ndiog 
of their enemies. . \% 

The English have frequently ha4 posses-* 
sion of this little island , and ip SK^cq^y^e 
periods erected edifices upon it y particu- 
larly , the strong cfastle whijch we have no- 
ticed in our account of Mont Sai^trJdichel. 
In r220 y fortifications were raised upon 
Tombeiine ^ the English took possession 
of those in 1273, and in i4i8 built a 
castle in which they kept a garrison untU^ 
i45o *. 
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morte preventus die 6 Augusti, iMono 1213. Corpus 
jacet pro veto ejus in prioratu de Tombeiine, uno 
miniari a monte distante, ^ quo pandet inter arenas 
maris. '' Gallia ChrUtiana, vol. 11 » page 521. 

* A drawing of this fortress has been sent from 
Taris to the archeological society of Avranehes , 
where it may be seen. From the appearance it was 
an important place. There is also a view of it, 
taken about the middle of the 17^ century , in a 
work entitled U Voyage ^ France , par Merian , 
3<* vol. iii-folio. We see by a marginal note , in a 
copy of that work at Yalognes , that the demolition 
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Under Louis xir j one of the seals of 
gOTeiUmcnl was established on Tombeline j 
and tht} Famous Fouc^uet was appointed 
governor of Ih He constructed several for- 
tifications dnd garrisoned tfacth ; after his 
disgrace they were rendered useless, and ten 
years teter, by order of the king, they were 
tcJtaflly tfeslroyed. 

The di}api(]hlted remains of the w^lb of 
the fortiBcationi are still to be seen , and 
the loweir pArt of a^ tower stiH txlsts , as 
weH as the fragment of the bi^Hding, in 
which tradition says thai Montgommery 
stamped Icoins for the paynieut t>f his fol- 
low*^rs in the civil wars in which he bore 
so distinguished a share : from this buil^ 
ding , a passage , probably conducting to the 



of this fortress was commenced in t656 , and not 
concluded till 1679. 

The a&&d Desroches has a^ given us a represeirta- 
tion of this caslle , taken as he states , from a 
drawing in tlie tower of London; but'vre are athiost 
certain that so magnificent a buitding never stood 
upon Mont Tombelene ;ior^ if So, the still iDiLiStlbg origi- 
nal, unhewn roclt, would have been, according lo 
the apparent scale of the supposed caislle , within 
the area of the edifice, and therefore would present ia 
very different appearance fi'om that of an uhle- 
yeUed surface of lifgh roC^k th Rs prtmitiVd stafd. 
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iuterior of the ancient fortificatiops , is qpcn 
at one end , but is blocked up in its course 
by supcfinpiimbent rubbish. 

The chapel of Tombel^ne, dedicaled to 
the Virgin and Sainie ^pqlline, was in exis- 
tence a long time qftcr t]ie fqrt^flcfiitipn^ 
were destroyed ; it was even )^ep| tip ^ until 
within a few years of the revolutiofi, and^ 
like {he peighbouring islq, wa^ the object of 
devotional visits. 

The rqck itself, like thajt of Mont Saint-- 
Michel^ is of granite, and nearly half a 
league nearer the sea th^M the latter, apd 
therefore loss acqe^sible at the time qf 
the flowing tides. 

It wa^ sp)d dunng the ^revolution , and 
has since tha( \iijne passed through several 
hands , but for very trifling sums, as it is 
only valued for the building stone which 
is quarried there and taken to the adjacent 
coast , and for rabbits , which , without a 
resident keeper, it would be impossible to 
preserve from poachers , who can go there 
at low water without any difficulty ; and , 
iho* there is a greal: deal of cover for hares 
among the privet and wild herbage growing 
upon the rock , and soil in which appro- 
priate food might be raised for them , no 
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B.$'>'ft.^fib'^!^^^^^^^ graia and 
^'fi'Hwf'^M^^'S'^ little of it 
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from geological evidences, that, if Ihis rock 
had ever been connected wilh the main 
land , its dissociation from it was occasioned 
by some great conTulsion of nature far beyond 
the reach of tradition or historical record* 

This pyramidical mass of rocks , which 
is 201 feet high, from the level of the 
sea to the platform of the chapel , is only 
insulated and separated at high water from 
the main land' : it is connected with the 
town of Marazion by a causeway which is 
passable at low water. 

This town is said to have derived its 
origin , and for a long time its support ^ 
from the resort of pilgrims to the sacred 
edifice on Saint-Mlchacrs Mount ; this re- 
source failing at the reformation, the town 
decreased in consequence. 

At the bottom of the Mount in digging 
for tin (which is said to have once cons- 
tituted an article of tmflic between the 
Phacnicians and the Britons) there have been 



^ Tlie lofty situation of the elmrch api>ears pe- 
ciiliar to the iliurches dedicated to Saint Micbael; 
in allusion it is said, to Saint Michaers having been 
the htfthesi of the heavetily host. Saifit Ifiehaei^s 
in Nornandy is another confinnalion of this remaf k. 
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fpuud spear heads « bailie axes , and swords 
of brass , nvrapped up in linen* 

The history t>f ihb rock in some respceU 
resembles thai of ils namesake j^ in Normandy, 
but the archangel doeft not appear to have 
so especially protected it. 

Edward the conf^sor , king of England , 
as appears from the MS. of Dom Htiynes , 
page 186^ presented to the abbot of Mont 
Saint - Micliel , Saint - Michaels Mount in 
Cornwall , with all its buildings, castle, and 
appendages , as a redemption for his own 
soul and that of his parents *• B^^w^irrf ^ lo^** 



< In nomine sancl® el indiyidose TrioiUtis , 
Ego Edouardus , Dei gralid rex Anglorum , dare 
voleds pretiatn redemptionls aniaiSD mew , vel pa* 
rratum meormn , sub consensu et tesUmonio lionorum 
viroram , tradidi Saoeto M icbaeli archangelo , In 
usum fratram Deo serventium in eodem loco. Sanc- 
tum Micbadem qui est juxt^ mare, cum omnibus 
appendicils , viUis scUicet , casletlis , agris et eieterla 
attinentibus. Addidi etiam totam terram At Fe«9«eit'rf , 
cum oppidifl, villis, agris, pratis, terris cullis et incultis, 
et cum bonim redit^bus. Adjnnxi quoqiie datis ad- 
dere portum qui vocalic Jin,miw\\ay cum omnibus 
qu8B ad eum perUnent : boc est molmdinls et pis- 
catorils, et cum omni territorio illius culto et in- 
culto, et eonim reditibus. 1^ quig autem iiis donis 
conaUis fuerii pooere calunimam , analbcna factum 
Iram ^Dei incurrat perpetuam. JKS. ap so, page^. 
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abbot oi Mmi SiUntrUieMs built « prioi^ 
upon the Mouat io Corawalli aod dedicaling 
it to SaiDt Michflel sent tuiehre OMmks ftom 
the saint's abbey in Novinandy to dwell 
there ; that property — says the MS. of Dam 
Huynes — bdongiog to the abbey by Tirtue 
of a charter granted by Edward the con- 
fessor , was afterwards confirmed by Robert ^ 
cQmte de Mortain — who was created comte 
of Cornwall '• 



< In nomlDC saoctas et indlTiduai Trinitatis, Palris, 
ei Filii > et Spiritus Saacti. Amen. 

Ego RoberluSy, Dei gratiam Moritonii comes ^igne 
divini amoris succensus, Dotifico oomibus sanctsB 
ecdesiaB maiiis nostrsB flliis , habens in bello SancU 
liichaelis yexiUum qo^n pro uiiione ,me® salutis 
atqaemeas conjngis, seu pro salote, prosperitate, in- 
Golumitate . GaHlelmi gloriosissiini regis v atque pro 
adipiscendo vito letemsB prsemiOi do et concede 
i^cmtem Saneti Michaelis de Gornubi^ Deo et mo- 
nacbis ecdesieB Saneti Michaelis de pericuio maris 
seryieotibuSy cum dimldi^ terrae hidift, .it& solutam 
et quietam ac liberam ut ego tenebam ab onmibus 
coDSuetadinibnSy quaerelis et placidis, etconstituo 
etiam ut ipsi monachi, conoedente domino meo 
rege, ibidem mercatum die quint® feri® babeanl. 
Posted autera , ut certissimife comperi beati Mi- 
diaelis meritis monachorumque mereri sulfragiis, 
mihi k beo ex propria conjuge meii filio concesso, 
auxi doDum , ipsi beato militifle . ccel^tis principi 
dedi et done in Amaoecb tres acras tenrae^ Travelaboth 




171 

John, earl of Oxford , who was the only 
one of the Lancastrian leaders, that escaped 
after the battle of Barnet afield , by 



videlicet, Lismanoeh, Trequavers, GarmaUoc, an- 
nuente piissimo domino meo Guillelmo rege, cum 
M athildd r^ginft atgue nobilibos illortim fiiiis, Roberto 
cfmiitey fiuillelmo Rufo , HeBiico adhuc puero. ltd 
quietam ac liberam de omnibus placiiis, querelis 
atque forlfactis , iit de nulld re regias justitiae mo- 
nachi respondebunt , nisi de solo homicidio. Hanc 
autem donatlonem feci ego Robertas, comes Moritomi, 
quam concesserunt gloriosus rex Anglorum Wiellelmus 
atque regina et filii eorum sub testimoniis istorum. 

Egoquidem Livricus, Dei dono Essecestriae episco- 
pus, jussione et exhortatione domini nostri reve- 
rentissimi Gregorii papas regisque nostri et regina^, 
omifiumque optimatum totius regni Angliae exhor- 
tatus, ut ecclesiam beati archangeli Micbaelis de 
Gornubi^, ut pot^ quae officio et ministerio ange- 
lico creditur , atque coiUprobatur consecrar! ac 
«acrificaTi, quatentiis earn ab omni episcopal! jure, 
potestate, seu subjectione liberarem atque exuerem, 
quod et facere totius cleri nostri consensu et bor- 
tatu non distuli. Libero igitur earn et exuo ab 
omni episcopal! dominatione , subjectione , inquie- 
tudine et omnibus illis qui illam ecclesiam suis 
cum beneflciis et elemosinis expecierint et Tisifa- 
verint , tertiam partem poenitentiarum condonamus, 
et, ut boc in conyulsum et immobile et etiam 
inviolabile finetends permaneat , ex auctoritate 
Patris et Filii et Spiritiis Sancti , omnibus nostris 
succcssoribus interdicimus ne aliquid contra hoc 
decretum usurpare praesumant. MS. n® 80, p. 29 el 30. 
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taking ref^ige in Wales whore he )oincd the 
forces of the earl of Pembroke, and conli- 
uucd to brave the power of the house of 
York , assembled a party of soldiers and 
crossed from Wales to the coast of Cornwall , 
where he and his followers disguised them* 
selves as pilgrims going to pay their de- 
votions at the church of Saint Michael , 
by which means they gained admittance 
into the castle , overpowered the small 
garrison with which it was defended , and 
obtained possession of it. 

Edward sent sir John Arundel to retake 
the Mount, but he failed in the assault, and 
was killed on the sands of the bay. 

John Fortescue was next sent against 
the earl^ and made an attack, which also 
proved unsuccessful : he laid siege to the 
pla«e which lasted from the end of 
September to the i5*^ of February follow- 
ing , when thp carl agreed to surrender 
on condition of receiving a pardon for him- 
self and his followers ; but the king , con- 
sidering that the pardon only extended to 
life^ imprisoned hio^ in the castje of Manns 
in Picardy, whjcre he remained till the year 
i485, when he came over with Richmond ^ 
and took part in llic aclion of Bosworth field. 



in 

Perkiu Warbeck , who passed himself for 
Richard , the younger son of Edward iv , 
landed (after he had taken refuge in the 
wilds of Ireland) with a party of followers 
at Whitsand-bay j^^and the monks of Saint 
Michael admUted him intb their strong hold, 
and favoured his canse. 

He repaired the fortifications, — put the 
castle in a state of defence , and left his 
wife there while he marched with his forces 
to Bodmin. — She remained in the castle 
till after the unsuccessful termination of his 
enterprize. 

Henry ii , compassionating lady Catherine's 
misfortunes , sent her a pardon , and at 
the same time the grant of a comfortable 
maintenance, which she enjoyed till her 
death. 

On the top of the tower, there are the 
remiains of a moon-stone lantern , which 
the monks had raised for the security of 
the fishermen , from whom they had a tithe 
of fish ; this ^ which only admits but one 
person to sit down in it at the same time, 
is called by the natives Saint-MichaeFs chair. 

We believe that the island , now belongs 
to the Saint-Aubyn family , originally from 
Avranchin , who became possessors of it 
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error in it : this list has been considered the 
most correct by the Arcbedogicai Societf of 
AvranchcM , who have adopted it, and a copy of 
it with the arms attached to each name now 
ban{|[s up in their museum. The names and arms 
of the knights were first painted on the walls of 
the church of Mont Saint-Michel, but in the 
course of time were so defaced that several of 
them could not be decypher^d by Dom Huynes, 
who could only make out 99 , and copse-: 
quendy only gave that number in his MS* 

Massevilfe names 100 

M. Blondel. il6 

Gaube 120 

Cousin 119 

We shall not presume to give any opinion on 
the relative accuracies of the different lists , but 
we will state one instance of the nature of 
those incongruities. 

In Dumoulin's catalogue which preceded that of 
Dom JIuynes, are the following names : 
Jean Hamon , 
Colibeaux , 
and Graioville 
wfafdi do tHA Bppear in ttot tf Coifein ; and 
m Ibat df the latter *are 

C. He, 

O. de flellequllly, ' 
and Nd 
wW^h do nbtappelar ia'thaft accotdiftg- to DumouUn. 
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l.Le Sr d*Bstout6Yille » 

capitaine. 
s.teSrPaisnel. 
3. Charles HamoD. 
4.JeanHainoii. 
5.LeSrGolibeaux. 
6. Jean de Criquebeuf. 
7.LeSrdeGiigiii. 

8. Le Sr de Guimen^* 

9. Le Sr de la Hunaudaie. 
10. Le S' de Thorigny . 
ll.G. de Bordeaux. 

12. Le St de la Hire. 

13. Le S' Andr6 de la Haye- 

du-Puits. 

14. G. de MaoneTille, 
iS.LeS' desBiarts. ' 
10. Le Sr de FoUigny. 
17. Le Sr de la Luzerne. 
iS.LeSr J. Pigace. 

19. Le BAtard d*Aubosc. 

20. Le Sr G. de Brequeville. 
Sl.LeS^R.Rous^eL 

22. Le Sr de Coulombi^res. 
SS.LeS'P. duGripel. 

24. Le S^ Rol)ert de Beau-* 

voir. 

25. Le Sr de Moyon. 

SO. Le S' P . deTournemine. 
27. Le Sr J. de Garrouges. 
28.LeS^T. Pirou. 
20. Le Sr T. de Moncair. 
00. Le sir de Vair. 



Sl.LeS' d'Aussays. 
32. Le Sr de Verdun. 
S3. Le S' G. d*Esquilly. 
34. Le 8' de la Haye - 

d*Aronde. 
36.Xe Sr A. Pigace*. 
30. Le S' L. de Gantilly. 

37. Le S' R. du Homme. 

38. Le Sr de Gramville. 

39. Le Sr de Qulntin. 

40. Le S' de Voir. 

41. Le S' de la Haye*Hue. 

42. Le Sr T. de Nossye. 

43. Le Sr T. de la Brayeuse. 

44. Le S' de Rouencestre. 

45. Le Sr de Bricqueville. 
40. Le Sr Jean d'Espas. 

47. Le St G. Prestel. 

48. Le S' G. de Gues. 

49. Le Sr G. de la Motte. 

50. Le Sr T. de la Motte. 
5l.LeSr de Ploom. 
52.LeSrP. LeGris. 

53. Le Sr T. de la Paluelle. 

54. Le S' Jean Guiton. 

55. Le S' Baron de Gou« 

lonccs. 
50. Le S' de Nautrech. 

57. Le S' Henri de Gripel. 

58. Le S' Francois Hamon, 

59. Le Sr F. du Merle. 

00. Le Sr Ch. de Fonteny. 

01. Le S' G* Leviconte. 
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«2. Le Sr S. de Tournebus. M. le S' Jean de la Cham- 

^t lo S' T^' HouSl. pagne. 

4M. Le Sr H. Thesard. 93. Le S' de firoille. 

65. Le S' F. Heraui. 94. Le S' P. du Moulin. 

66. Le S' T. de'la Hotle. 95. Le S' T. du Gouhier. 

67. Le Bdtard Pigace. 96. Le S^ R. de Regnidres. 

68. Le Sr P. DefllongDes. 97. Le S' Robert Lambart. 

69. Le S' J. Deslongnes. 98. Le S' R. de Bailleul. 

70. Le Sr de FoUigny. 99. Le S' M. le Bences. 

71. Le Sr aux Espaules. 100. Le S' P. d'Ausseys. 

72. Le S' fiaron de Grou- lOi.Le S^ S. Thomas Gue- 

beuT. rin. 

73. Le Sv T. fienoist. 102. Le S' Guillaume de 

74. Le Sr J. Benoist. Bourquenobles. 

75. Le Sr Guillaume fie- 103. Le S* Yyes le Prieur 

nolst. Vague de Mer. 

76. Le S' Pierre deTiette. 104. Le S' G. de la Mare. 

77. Le Sr Robert de Br6z6. 105. Le S' Henri Millard. 

78. Le S' Thomas Hartel. 106. Le S' F. Lambard. 

79. Le Sr Richard de Clin- 107. Le S' R. des Moots. 

champ. 108. Le S' de Grull6. 

SO. Le S' Robeft de Bdc- 109. Le S^ Bastard de Cam- 
quevUle. brey. 

81 . Le S' Charles des Mons- 110. Le Sr p. Allard. 

tiers. Ill .Le S^ Robert duHomme. 

82. Le 8' d'Espas. 112. Le S* de S. Genmdn. 
BS.Xe S' Etienne Auber. 113. Le S' J. Drayart. 

84. Le St F. de Marcill6. 1 14. Le S^ Guillaume Artar. 

85. Le S' Etienne d*Orge- 115. Le S' J. le Garpentier. 

val. 116. Le Sr J. de Pontfoul. 

86. Le Sr Jean Massire. 117. Le S' G. de Semilly. 

87. Le Sr de la Maire. 118. Le S^ R. de Semilly. 

88. LeSr Robert delfautret. 119. Le S^ R. delaMotte- 

89. Le S' P. Ba^on. Vigor. 

90. Le St du Oer. 120. Le S' Jean le Brnn. 
1^1. Le B&tard de Thoilgoy. 
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libraries were placed by ibe gofernmeiit in the 
chief lowns of their respective arrondissemens. 
Dariog the civil disturbances which have agitated 
Prance ^ they were very much neglected , and many 
valuable works were lost : M.deSaint-Fictor , on 
comparing the catalogue of the books of the chap- 
ter of Avranches (existing in 1789) with his own, 
found that three fourths of them had disappeared. 

Though the college in which the library is placed was 
commenced in 1781 and finished in 1798 , when 
the books were transferred to it, there was no regular 
caialogue of them arranged until that of ilf • cfe 
Saint' Victor in 1821. 

The splendid library of itfoni Saint-Michel (con< 
stituting half of the present library of j^ tranches), 
with those of the abbeys of Luseme and ilfon/- 
m&rel and the chapter of jivranches, after the 
loss and destruction of many volumes , were col- 
lected and arranged , and have formed the basis 
of the present library of Avranches , which con* 
tains about 10,000 volumes , and is one of the most 
voluminous and valuable in Normandy , and fre- 
quently visited by literary persons from Paris ^ 
and even foreign countries , desiring to consult 
the typographical rarities and valuable MSS. that 
at contains. 

Every one. knows that we are indebted to the 
Roman-Catholics for the preservation of the learned 
treasures of Rome and Athens ; and that , when 
the soldier was firing cities ^ and the flames ^ere 



r 



18t 

devottriog ihe most valuable librari^^ the monk^ 
were copyiog the worths of Virgil and Cicero in 
their cloisters. 

Cassiodore , who founded the monastery of 
FMers in Calabria , in the 6^ century , em* 
ployed his monks in transcribing books. 

Loup, the abbot of Ferriires, had (he work« 
of Suetonius , Sallust , Titus-Livius and Cicero, traii^ 
scribed in the 9^ century. 

In the iO^ century the abbey of Ftekrjf possessed 
Cicero*s treati$e de Republicd, and in the li* 
century all the convents were distinguished for 
their industry in taking cofdesof MSS. In tha^ 
of Saint Martin — near Toumai — twelve monks 
were almost exdudvely occupied in writing out 
the works of ancient and modem authors. 

The i%^ century was stUl more remarkable for 
the desire to preserve ihe writings of the ancients^ 

In the 13^ century , the abbey of Glastonbury 
in England possessed 400 vols in MSS. amongst 
which were (he worits of Livy^ Sallust, and 
Virgil. 

In the 14^ century the monastery «f Saint-GatI 
bad preserved an &otirt copy of Quintilian. 

The abbey of Mont Saint- Michel , from its 
foundation to the discovery of printing , in the 
middle of the IS*** century, has not been less dis^ 
ttnguished tlum other monasteries for its tran- 
scription and preservation of ancient Jlf55. 

In the 9*^ and 9^ centuries the monks of Saint • 
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Albert brought s<me MSS. from Naples and other 

parts of Itiily , and composed several works tbenv- 

selves. 

la the iO^ century the abbot Mainard i 
kept his monks constantly einployed with their pens. 

In the ii*^ centory the abbot Suppon brought 
a great quantity of precious MSS. with him , from 
Italy, and formed a very considerable library. 

In the 12^ century Robert du Mont preserved 
the e^/M'€9ii9r6 of antiquity, and he was himself 
the author of a prodigious number of scientific 
works : ^- in the following century the particular 
occupation of his successors was the transcribing 
jof books. 

In the 14^ century Pierre le Ray enriched this 
library with several learned works, and he com* 
posed many himself. At that period also a great 
number of learned works was presented by diffe* 
rent benefactors to the monks of Mont Saint^ 
Michel. Cherus and Thoma$ de FinchelejfsUKide ^ 
each , a present of a numerously stored library; — > 
and in the 13^ century Gillain de Caen, bishop 
cf Coutances, presented to the chapter of ^f^rancAe^ 
his extensive libHiry. Even in the latter part of 
the 15^ century , after the art of printing was dis- 
coyered , the monks still continued their penman* 
ship:* 

. A perusal of the subjoined catalogue will occa- 
sion surprise, both. as to the, number and«merit b( 
the works which it furnishes. — Yet it contains 
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but a part of those of ^hich the library once 
consisted : daring the revolution many volumes 
were recklessly destroyed : — many valuable vo* 
lumes however were saved from destruction and 
disposed of to^ the monks of Saint- Germain-des' 
Pri9, for publication and distribution in other 
countries. 
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7 ' £«rilare Saliife» " 

TEXTES ET YBRSIOHS DE LA BIBLE. 

Biblia sacra. ttS. no 40, i vol. in-4o. 

Biblia sacra. JKfS. -^ Girciter in duodecimo seculo^ 
HISTOIRES ABll]gG£ES BT FIGURES DE LA BIBLE. 

Sanctus Beda , de TabeFoaculo» ilf^» no 119 ,. 
1 vol. m-40,. 

INTEllPRlbTES DES LIVRES SilPAR^S DE L'ANCIEIC 

TESTAMENT. 

Summa Magistri Sententiarum. US. n<> 83, 1 vok 
in-foUo. 

Magister Sententiarum. MS. no 90, i vol. in-foliok 

Magister Sententiarum in psalmos; Pars «prior 
Abelardi; Gomraentaria in Exameron; Varia selecta^ 
JIfS. no 176, 1 vol. in- folio. 

Magister Sententiarum in Psalmos, et Glossariun^ 
in Ganticum Ganticorum. MS. i.vol. in 4o. 

/ 
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Ricardi Vlctorii varit Open. MS, n« lao, l irol. 

S. fieda in Danieleniy Reges et Genesim. MS, «« I9| 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Regula Saneti Benedict!. MS. no &8 , l t. in-4*. 

Ratianiia in librum Regum et liachabttornni. MS, 
n^ 148,. 1 YoL in-folio. 

Rabani Expoaitio in Judith et E90ier. MS. ii« 102, 
1 vol. in-foUo. 

Rabanus in Jeremiam. MS. no 74, 1 yd. in-folio* 

Radnlphi Flaviacensis in Leyiticum. MS. no 62, 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Glossa in Leviticum ^ Nomenini et Deuteronomium. 
MS. no 183, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Glossa in Ezecbielem. Jlf5. n* 108 , 1 vol. in-folio. 

Glossarium in losue et Judith. MS. no 85, 1 vol. in-fo. 

Glossarium in Paralipomena, Exod, Thobiam e|t 
Jadith. MS. no loi, i toI. in-folio. 

Glossarium in Tobiam, Judith, Ruth, Esther et 
Esdram. MS. no 96, l vol. in-4o. 

Glossa in librum Regum. MS. no 148, 1 v. in-fo. 

Glossa in veins Testamentum , in Genesim et 
Exod. JUS. no 15, 1 vol. in-folio^ 

SanctI Augustini in Psalmos, k psalmo primo ad 
quinquagesimum, Pars prima. Jlf5.no 31^ 1 y. in-f». 

Saneti Augustini Expositio in Psalmos. MS, no its, 
1 vol. in-40. 

Speculum Saneti Augustini tiim veteris quikm novi 
Testamenti et alia non edita. MS. no 178, 1 v. in-40. 

Beat! Augustini Qusstiones in Genesim. MS. n» 
188, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Apologeticus Pamphili Martyris pro Origene ; Ruffi- 
nus de Gorruptione Llbrorum Origenis, et alia Opera. 
JirS. no 104, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Explanatio Origenis in Psalmos 106 et 107, et in 
Job libri iii. M^. no 20 , 1 vol. in-fblio. 
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S. Gregorii Magni Libri xvi in lob. JUS. no 76 , 1 Vol. 
in-folio. 

Beati GreifOrii Magid in EzecUelem Expositlo. MS. 
no 125 » 1 vol. in-folio. 

Glossa D. Gregorii in lob et in Matbaeum. MS. n<» 
132, 1 vol. in-folio. 

S. Gregorii Mag^ii in lob Libri 18. MS. no iia , 
i vol. in-folio. 

Gommentaria in S. Marci et S. Matbaei Evan-* 

felinm^ MS. no 3 , 1 vol. in-folio. -— Ge MS. ett tr^ 
ean et trMiien conterr^. 

Lectione9 de. sacra Scripturft excerpte et Vita 
Sanctorum in noctumis. Jlf5. no 187, i toI. in-folio. 

In duos Libros MacbabiBoram Gommentaria. MS. 
no 51/1 vol. in-folio« 

Angelomi monacbi Gommentaria seu Stromata in 
quatuor libros Regum. MS. no 5 , 1 vol. in-folio. 

Gommentaria in Psalmos, Evangelia et alia Opera. 
MS. no 123, 1 vol. in-folio. 

In Psalterium Gommentaria ac in Sic et Non. MS. no 
47, 1 vol. in-40. 

Sancti Hyeronimi in Genesim Expositio ; Hiemonis 
monacbi in Genesim, idem in Deuteronomium; quad- 
dam bomilisB B. Augustini; Hieronymi in Ezecbielem 
et varia Opuscnia. MS. no 07, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Expositio in Psalmos Davidis. MS, no 10, l vol. in-fo. 

Alcuiniin Genesim et Ganticum Ganticotum Expositio; 
Sancti Isidori varia Opem. MS. no 129, 1 vol. in-folio. 

UfTERPai^ES DU NOUVBAU TESTABIENT. 

Glossa in Evangelium Sancti loannis. MS. n^ 124, 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Gommentaria in S. Ifarci et S. Hatbaei Evan- 
gelium. MS. no 8, 1, vol. in-folio. 

Glossarium in lucam et Matbaeum. MS. no 122, 
1 vol. in-folio. 
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S. Beds Expositio in Marcom et Lucanr. JfSi. 
no 162, 1 vol. in-follo. 

Haymo In EpUtolas B. Panli. MS. fi« 174^ i vol. 
in-folio. 

Magister Sententiarum in Epistolas B. PaBiL MS. 
n« 162, 1 vol. in-folio. 

EpistolsD S. Pauli collects ex libris B. Angostiat, 
sen Floribergii , prima et secnnda Pars. JUS. n* 87 , 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Magister Sententiaram, Petri Lcmgobardi in Epis- 
tolas S. Pauli , quaedam alia Opuscnla , et Libri x 
Origenis in Epistolas ad Romanos. MS. no 92, 1 vol. 
in-*folio. 

. Glossarium in Marcnm et Joannem. MS. n* 79 , 
1 vol. in-4o. 

Glossa in S. Mathaeum et Marcnm. MS. n« 126, 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Glossa in Mathaeum. MS. n* 158, 1 vol. in-4o. 

Idem. MS. no 157, 1 vol. in-4o. 

B. BedsB scintill® , Epistolae beati Pauli. MS. 'no 
39, 1 vol. in-4o. 

Glossa in Mathaeum. MS. ho 105, I vol. in^. 
• Be SummA Magistri A Joanne de VUla. MS. no 156, 
1 vol. in-4o. 

Glossa in Epistolas beati Pauli. MS. fi* 183 , i vol. 
in-4». 

Divi Hieronymi Commentaria in Epistolas beati 
Pauli ad Galatas , ad Ephesios , ad Philemonem. 
MS. no 8, 1 vol. in-4o. 

PostiUae in Joannem, quidam Versus, et Com- 
mentaria in exam. P. Abailurdi. MS. no 204, i vol. 
in-4o. 

Ruffinis Explanatio Origenis super Epistolam beati 
Pauli ad Romanos. MS. no 185 , 1 vol. in-4o. 
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IKTEftPRl^TATIONS ET DISSBETATIOIfS CBITIQCES 
8U& L'^CMTURE SAINTE. 

Annotationes Hugonis in Scripturas. MS. no 84, 
1 vol. in-4o. 

Selecta in Scripture Sacr&. (MS. no 127), l voL 
in-4«. 

Patherii de Testimoniis novi veterisque Testamenti 
£xpositio collecta ex beato Gregorio pap^« MS. no 
loe, 1 vol. in-foUo* 

( LITtfRGIES. 

Isidori Uercatqris fireviariam Ganonum et ejusdem 
alia Opuscula. Jlf5. noi09y 1 vol. in-folio. 

Missale Romanum.^ MS. no 16, l vol. in-folio. 

Evangelia decantanda ad matutinum cum Bene- 
dictione Gerei paschalis et Orationibus per tolam 
annum. MS. w> 128, l vol. in-4o. 

Missale S. Gregorii pap®. MS. no 192, 1 vol., in-folio. 

Gaeremoniale et Ordo officini divini recitandi. MS. 
n* 35, 1 vol. iorh*. 

/■ ' • • 

LITURGIES PARTICVLI&RE9. 

Breviarium S. Btichaelis , pars Hyemalis. MS. 
n* 63, i vol. in-folio. 

Missale in quo reperiuntur Prsefationes et Ora- 
tiones innsitat® ^ sed npn* contemnendse. MS. n* 94, 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Be OiOciis Ecclesiasticis. MS. n* 190, 1 vol. to-4<^ 

Gaeremoniale Monasterii Sancti Michaelis* MS. 
n» 134, 1 vol. in-4». 

Missale in quo reperiuntur Praefationes non sper- 
nendsB, licet non sint in usu. MS. n* 53, l vol. in-4^ 
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OUYBAGBS DBS SS. FIsEBS GBBCS. 

S. Gregorii pastoris Yita Sanctae Mari® Egyp- 
fianffi metro edita. — Epistolae S. Hieronymi. —> Dicta 
Noli monachi. — Fragmenta qusedam ex libro Mo* 
raliuoi S. Gregorii, aliique tractatus sine titalo. 
1 vol. ln-4*. 

Hugonia magistri in B. Dionyaium Areopagitam. 
MS. n* 68 , 1 vol. in-4*. 

S. DloDysii Areopagitm Opera. JV5.n* 77, 1 v.in-folio. 

Homiliffi diversae SS. PP. in Eyangelia per annum* 
US* fi« 81 , i vol. in-folio. 

Gonstantini Flaviani monachi Cassiniensis Librf. 
MS. fi* 117, 1 vol. in-foUo. 

Expositio magistri Hugonis in Hierarchium S. 
Dionysii Areopag. Jlf^. n" 191 , 1 vol. in-folio. 

Gregorii Naziansis. 

OUVRAGES BBS SS. PJ^BES LA^TIIfS ET PE QUELQUBS 
AUTRES ^CRIVAINS ECCL^SIASTIQUES. 

S. Aagustinus de Gratid et alia Opnscula ^jnadem. 
MS. n* 136, 1 vol. itt-4*. 

Historiae S. Hugonis de S. Victore. MS. n* 177 , 
1 vol. in-4». 

S. Augustini quaBdam Opera. -* Quatuor Sermones 
in Paschae solemBlla^e nondikm edit!. <— Sentential 
Alcuini de Yirtutibus. MS. n* 147, 1 vol. in-4«. 

Augustini contra Academicoa, et varia Opuscula 
ejusdem. MS. n» 143, 1 voL ia-4*. 

S. Isidori Soliloquia libri duo. ^ Sermo B. Augus- 
tini de decern Chordis,— de Discipline Christianorum, 
-^ de Adulterinis conjugiis. — Pronosticon S. Juliani. 
—Dogma Ecclesiasticon Gennadii MassiUensis. -* De 
Cur4 pro Mortnis.^PcBuitentia Origenis papae. MS. 
♦!• 98, 1 vol. in-4*. 
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S. Augtistifii Opuseultu MS. n* 50, 1 vol. in-4*. 

S. Augustioi Libri tres contr^ ParmeDianuiii.<— > 

Liber unus coatrd Adinantium. •— Libri duo da 

« Nuptlis et Goncupiscenti^. MS. n« 52 , 1 vol. in-4.* 

Isagoge Porphirii » et Logica Aristoteiis. MS. n* 
45, 1 vol. in-4». 

S. Augustioi Libri guatuor contrd Gresconium 
grammaticum et donatLstum , et alia Opuseula. MS. 
•!• 36, 1 vol. in-4*. 

S. Augustioi Sermones de Verbis Domini, Sermo 
de yeteribus et novis Scripturis adversus Arianos; 
Sermo de Verbis Apostolorum. MS. n« 37, 1 vol. 
io-folio. 

S. Augustini libri de Trinltate. MS. n« 41, 1 vol. 
in-folio. 

Gommentaria Hieronymi in Danielem , in eodem 
T. Gontin. Aurelii Augustini Homelia in Epist. beali 
Pauli apost. MS. n*" 2, l vol. in-folio. 

S. Augustini Epistola ad Hieronymum in Epist. 
beat! Pauli. MS. n* 164, 1 vol. in-folio. 

fi. Thomae Aquinatis contr^ impugnantes Religio- 
nem Opusculum. MS. n* 165, 1 vol. in-folio. 

S. Augustinus in Faustum haeret. Manichaeum. 
MS. n» 161, 1 vol. in-fblio. 

D. Hieronymus contri Ruf&ium , et Ruffinus 
contr^ Hieronymum. MS. n* 78 , 1 vol. in-folio. 

Milleloquium S. Ambrosii. MS. n* 70, 1 vol. 

in-folio. — MS. stir papier. 

S. Augustinus in Psalmos pars tertia. MS. n* lio, 
1 vol.'tin-follo. 

S. Augustinus 4e Givitate Dei. MS. n* 76, l vol. 
in-folio. 

S. Ambrosii Expositio defide. MS. n* l6o , 1 v. in-4*. 

Aurelii Prudentii Glementis, viri consulads, libri 
IX contri Symmacbum , Passio B. Pauli. MS. n« 163 , 
i vol. in-4'. 
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THiOLOGIE SGHOLASTIQUBy BOGVATIQtlS BT MOBALB, 
INTRODUCTION BT DICTIONNAULB. 

Joannis Scoti Peripbysicon, pars posterior.--Sumiiia 
Theologica Stephani Longobardi. MS. n^ ill, lYol. 
in-folio. 

Compendiiim Tbeologicixm. MS. n* 69 , l vol. 
iD-4*. 

Babanus de Institutione clericorum et aliis rebus. 
MS^ n* 95 , i vol in-4'*. 

S. ADgostini de Gatecbisandis Rudibus. — Yaria 
Opera ejusdem.— S. Athanasii de liiraculis quae fecit 
imago Ghristi morientis. — Expositio missae. — De Tri- 
nitate BoStius. MS. n* 179, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Summa Magni Gu^lehni Pataviensis. MS. n« 44 » 
1 vol. in-4». 

PANiOTEIQUES OU SEIMONS. 

i HomilisB S. Hiiarii in Maihaeum. — Petri Isidori 
SententisB xx, excerptae ex libro tertio Sententiarum. 
MS. n* 48, i vol. in-folio. 

Sermones Leonis Magni papae. MS. n* 189 , l vol. 
iurfblio. 
! Expoidtio super Propbetas, et plures Sermones sancU 

^ Augustini. MS. n* 120 , 1 vol. in-4*. 

Sermones de abbate Villa cardinalis Fabuniensis. 
Jlf5. n« 103 9 1 vol. in-4». 
Legenda aurea Jacobi Sanuensis , seu illius Ser- 
I mones per annum* MS. n"* 18 , 1 vol. in-folio. ^ 

On 9oit dao8 I'mt^riear ,- k la garde da livre , apr^s le mot 
Sermones, et eatre parentheses, ces deax mots : San^ contemncndi, 
ce qai ponrrait le laire juger mauvais. 

i Ivottis Garnutensis episcopi Sermones. MS n» 142, 

I 1 vol. in-folio. 

I Sermones Philippi CanceUarii Parisiensis. JIfS. n"* 133, 

1 YoL in-4«. 
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Homiliarum quadragedmale , in eodem (omo : !• 
CbroDioa Flodoardi ; 2* Vita S. Ambrosli. MS. «« 4 , 
1 vol. in-folio. 

Homilifle per aniiom. MS. 1 vol. in^folio. 

Homiliae give Sermones divi Augustinl— pliiresqna 
^ Sermones sub nomine sancti Ifaximi, multi etiam 

absque Auctoris. MS. n* 9, 1 vol. in-folio. 
I Sermones Augustini in Epistolas per annum. MS. 

n* 168 9 1 vol. in-folio. 

Sermones varii. MS. n* 178 , A vol in-4*. 

Sermones in Dominicis per totum annum. Jf 5. n* 141 , 
1 vol. in-4s* 

Flores Origenis super vetus Testamenium. MS. n* 13, 
I 1 vol. in-folio. 

Origenis Homiliffi in vetus Testamentuu. MS. n* 6, 
l' vol. in-folio. 

Idem. MS. n* 25, 1 vol. iurfolio. 

THiOLOGIB ASCAtIQVB. 

livre de Pri^res. MS. ti* 1 vol. in-12. 
S.Effremi Diaconi, de compunctione lacrymarum. 
MS. n* 130, 1 vol. in-4». 
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TH^OLOGIE P0L]6mIQUB. 

Rhetorica divina Guillelmi Parlsiensis. MS. n* 59, 
1 vol. in-folio. 

DictionoariumTheologisum. MS. n* 114, 1 v. in-folio. 

Epislolae Yvonis Garnutensis episcopi. MS. n* 93 , 
1 vol. in-4*. 

Hieronymi libri duo contra Jovinianum. — Augug- 
tinus contra Felicianum. — Altercatio Amobii et Sera-* 
pianis. ^— Item Augustinus in Epistolas ad Galatas.— 
Altercatio Luciferiani et Ortiiodoxi edita k Hiero- 
nymo. — Item Ambrosius de Bond Horte. MS. n* 43, 
1 vol. in-folio. 
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JURlsraUDCNCE. 

Codex luatiniani. MS. n« Ta, i ycA. in-folio. 

Codex Justiaiani. MS. n« 83 » l vol. n-4\ 

Codex Justiniani. MS. no 170 , l vol. in-^Iio. 

Liber Digestorum. MS. n* 67, l vol. in-folio. 

Institutiones Justtniani cum notis. MS, n« 7 » i y. 
in-folio. 

Joannes de Hisdig. in Evangelium « et Justtniani 
Codex. MS. n<> 65 , i vol. in-folio. 

Azo in Codicem Justiniani • et Institutiones. MS. 
n* 153, 1 vol. in-folio. 

DEOIT FRANQAIS ANGIEN. 

Capitnlaria Caroli Magni imperatoris, et Ludovici 
filii ejus, coUecta ab Ansegiso, abbate Lobiensi; alia 
coUecta k Budeo diacono. MS. n<> 121, l vol. in-4«. 

Extrait des Registres de la Chambre ^tablie par 
le Roi pour la Reformation de la Noblesse de la 
province de Bretagoe. MS. i vol. .in-4**. 

ft 

DROIT ECCL^SIASTIQUE. 

Letires des Pape$, Canons, D6cretdles. 

Decretales Gregorii ix. MS.n* 42, i vol. in-4*. 
Decretales Gregorii papae. MS. no 107, 1 vol. in-folio. 
Decretales Bonifacii et sancti dementis. MS. n»60, 
1 vol. in-4*. 
Decretales Gregorii xni. MS. n« 113 , 1 v(d. in-folio. 
Decretum Gratiani. MS. n** 66, 1 vol. in-folio. 
Decretalium liber et Digesti. MS. n» 21 , 1 v. in-folio. 
Decretalium libri vi. MS. n^ 20, l vol. in-folio. 
De<aretaUa et alia Opera. MS. n" 98 , i vol. in-folio. 
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D6crelaUa et Fragmenta ChroDicarum. MS. n* 86 , 
1 Tol. in-folio. 
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rBiLO8aP0E8 ANGIBHS* 

E|^«tolaB aeu Litters moratea L. A. Seneca; ad 
Lacillioiii liM xx. US. n« 54» l vol. in-folio. 

AriatoteUf Organnm. JfS. n« 115, i toI. in-l2. 

AiMoteHii Andjtieoit; IfS. ir lf9 , i vol. iii-8*. 

Ariatotelis Metaphysica. US. n* lOO, 1 vol. iik-4*. 

AriatotetiB Plijsica. US. n* !<« , i yol. tn-folio. 

Ariatotelis Phyaica et aUa Opera. US. n* 159, 
1 TOl. tii-4*. 

Ariatotelia Phjaica cum notis ; TracCains Abelardi 
de iDteDectibas ; Ethica Ariatotelis ; Liber Galieni de 
Elenu^ntia Qippocratls; Libri viii Ariatotelia de Gene- 
ratione et Gorrupttone. US. n« 91 » l vol. in-4». 

Ariatotelis Pbjlosophia moralis. US. n«» 56, 1 vol. 
in-foUo. 

PBILOSOFHBS MODBRNES. 

Commentaires de Nicolas Oresme snr lea Politiques 
et Economies d'Aristote. US. 1 vol. in-foUo. 

HaiRTiRf^l Bi P! 

  



TBteAPBOTIQCB. 

Gonstantinus monacbus , de Hedecinft. US. no 89, 
1 vol. in-40. 

ABTBONMOi;. 



lie AstronomiA Ftolomei ; Reguke ejuadem super 
Astrolabium et varia Opera. US. ii« 145-, 1 v^. fa-ap. 
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POLYGKAPHES PRAN(AI8. 

I 

(£uyre6 de M. Pierre Cousin , ancien cure de 
Saint-Gervais d'Avranclies. MS, 20 yol. in-folio. 
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CHB0N0L06IE. 

Glironicarttm Hieronymi et Robert! ab origine 
mundi. MS. no 186 , l vol. in-folio. 

HISTOIRE DE L'J^GLISE GHIU§:TIENNE. 

Jordanis aut Jomandis Historia persecutionis Afri- 
can® proYinciffi ; Gesta Boberti Quiscardi Normani 
et alia. MS. no 154, l vol. in-4o. 

Leg^nda aurea Jacob! januensis; Gbronologiabreyis 
ab Adamo ad Christum. MS. no 166, l vol. in-4o. 

« 

mSTOiaS EGCLl^SIASTIQUE. 

Le Livre-Yert du Ghapitre d'Avranches. 115. no 194, 
i vol. in-folio. 

Terrier et M^moires des Rentes dues par divers 
Particuliers aux Mmoes du Mont Saint-Michel. MS. 
no 151 , 1 vol. in-folio. 

l« Fundatio et Miracula Sancti Michaelis in Tumb4; 
30 Oraisons aux Angels du Paradis , et principale- 
ment k FAngelqui de nou$ est garde. MS, no 24 » 
1 vol. in-f(4io. 

. Eusebii. Caesariensis Historia Ecdesiastica cum 
Suppl^mento Buffini. MS, no 4^, 1 voL in-4o. 

10 Martyrologium Romanum ; 20 Abbatise Gons- 
titutiones Montis Sancti Michaelis in pcriculo maris; 
30 B«gulsB beat! ordinis Sancti Benedict!. MS. no 14, 
1 vol. Insfofio; 
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Hisioria Montis Gargani et hujus Montis Tumbse 
et Ghronicum. US. no 34, l vol. in-folio. 

Beati Heraclidij heremitsB de Yitis plurimorum SS. 
— Epistola Fulberti Episcopi Roberto regi.— Augus- 
tini liber de Magistro, cujus initium deest. MS. 
no 138, 1 vol. in-folio. 

Dialogi S. Gregorii papse, Libri quatuor, de Yit^ 
Patrum Italise. MS. no 17, 1 Vol. in-folio. 

Historia Monasterii S. Michaelis. MS. no so, i y. 
in-folio. 

Histoire de la c616bre Abaye du Mont Saint- 
Michel au p6ril de la mer , recueillie des anciens 
Titres et Gbartres par Jean Huynes, qui la com- 
posa en 1638. MS. but papier , no 22 , l y. in-folio. 

Historia S. dementis papae per RufQnum. MS. 
no 181, 1 yol. in-folio. 

Yitae aliquorum Sanctorum. MS. no 71 , l y. in-folio. 

HISTOIRE BYZANTINE eU DU BAS-EHPIRE. 

Julii Florii Historia, et Historia Byza.ntina Nice- 
phori Gregory. MS. n"" 23, 1 vol. in-folio. 

EXTRAITS HISTORIQUES. 

Yalerius Maximus Expositio. MS. no 64, 1 y. in-folio. 

POtSlBB. 



Le Tombel de Chartrouse. 
Le Chant du Rossignol. 

Le premier de ces ouvrage» est copie d'apr^s un autic MS. 
iu-f*, iDtitul^ la Vie desP^res. 1 vol. io4** 

Le m6ine ▼olume contient plusieurs autres poemcs en vieux 
langage*. 
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1423 175 
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ERRATA. 

Page i, Myrtha, rtadt Mythra. 

P. 6, accomodated — accommodated. 

P» 34 9 beseigiog — besiegiog. 

P. Ill, galaot — gallant. 

P, i33y arested — arrested. 

P, ia8, mead WO8 «- meadows. 

P. iSg, indipensable -« iodispeosable. 

P, i44t accorracy — accuracy. 




/ 



\ 



\ 




 

t 



m I6191T 



C N'^N^ 



# 



^ 



V 



